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We are met, in limine, with various ingenious 
propositions, calculated, at least in the minds of 
their authors, to settle our difficulties. Almost 
every man has his specific, his nostrum, his cata- 

lasm, his life pills, or some other empirical emol- 
fient for the occasion. But, sir, in my humble 


judgment, all such mauponnne expedients and | 


prescriptionsare worse than useless. Utterly vain 
and illusory is it to dream of effecting a cure for 
the suffering body-politic, in these last convulsive 
and deadly throes of imminent dissolution, with- 
out going at once to the inmost root of the disease. 
Mr. Speaker, there are eesnney two methods, 
and only two, of healing this raging disorder that 
is crazing the brain and consuming the body of 
the State and nation One course is to go on, as 
the Administration has so far been doing, yield- 
ing to the threats and insulting demands of the 
armed traitors who openly avow their fixed res- 
olution to finally weak upand destroy our Gov- 
ernment, apd our free institutions as well; sub- 
mit to the robbery of your mails, of your mints, 
of your arsenals, of your ships; cringe and 
shrink like cowards under the attacks on your 
flag, the hitherto glorious and invincible stars and 
stripes, at the bare sight of which, always here- 
tofore, the heart of every American has leaped 
up with an irrepressible impulse of pride and 
loyalty, but which now seems to be dishonored 
and retreating before the attack of every con- 
temptible mob which chooses to flout and insult 
it. Incorporate your new guarantees in favor of 
slavery into the Constitution; suppress free speech ; 
muzzle your free press; chain up your free pul- 
yits; pass your sedition laws; give your slave- 
folders” court the power of sending a citizen into 
another State to be tried by a court and jury for- 
eign to him, for the crime of having written, or 
spoken, or printed, words that may be construed 
by that foreign court or jury to laos been in- 
tended to be incendiary: do ail this at the bidding 
of King Cotton, and, as we have been graciously 
told, a part of the slaveholding States may deign 
to ‘* take into consideration what they will do.” 
I will admit that it is not impessible, if you will 
do all that, that even the Gulf States might be 
coaxed back to assume the reins of Government 
over us; though I suppose we iiay fairly take 
their word when they say they will never come 
back into any sort of fellowship with free States. 
In a speech before the late State convention, in 
Alabama, Mr. Yancey said: 

“Mr. President, 1 avow myself as utterly, unalterably 
opposed to any and all plans of reconstructing a Union with 
the Black Republican States of the North. No new guar- 
antees, no amendments of the Constitution, no peaceful 
resolutions, no repeal of offensive laws, can offer to me 
any, the least, inducement to reconstruct our relations with 
the non-slaveholding States. This opinion is not founded 
on any objection to a confederation with States north of 
Mason and Dixon’s line, on principles mutually agreeable 
to them; but itis founded on the conviction that the dis- 
ease which preys on the vitals of the Federal Union does 
not emanate from any defect in the Federal Constitution, 
but from a deeper source—the hearts, heads, and con- 


sciences of the northern people. They are educated to be- 
lieve slavery to be a religious as well asa political wrong.” 


Mr. Jefferson Davis also says, the day for com- 
pene? is past. He will Lave no conciliation. 
ie will have us ‘‘ smell southern powder and feel 
southern steel.’? They spurn your concessions. 
They despise your friendship. They will have no 
reconstruction. Ah! sir, when all this is done, 
there will be no more free States to be anxious 
about their liberties. Then, doall this, and “‘ or- 
der will again reign in Warsaw.”’ 

Sir, there is another method by which a settle- 
ment may be secured, and which, 1 must say, 
I altogether prefer; and that is, in short, to sup- 
port and stand by the present Constitution and 
the present Union, and secure the enforcement 
of the laws as they are. Why should we alter 
or amend the Constitution? Have we not lived 
for seventy years or more under its provisions, 
as framed by the fathers; prospered beyond all 
the nations of the world; all the time making 
such progress in the arts of peace, in commerce, 
in husbandry, in mechanics, in manufactures, in 
public education, in civil and religious liberty, as 
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has been a prodigious marvel, not only in our 
own eyes, but in those of the whole inhabitable 
globe? And shall we have the rash temerity, in 
fright, in haste, under the pressure of menace, to 
undertake to amend it? To fumble and tinker 
with its time-honored provisions? To lay our 
hasty hands upon the ark of the covenant which 
has guided us so long safely and happily through 
the arid wilderness of party strife, of extraordi- 
nary expansion of territory, of pro-slavery fanat- 
icism, of Democratic corruption and misrule, and 
of piratical fillibustering upon unoffending sister 
Republics? Does it not seem the part of wisdom 
—admitting the necessity of some alterations in 
the fundamental law of the land, at the proper 
time, and in the proper manner—that these should 
be sought and obtained deliberately and with great 
caution, scrupulously conforming to the method 

rescribed in the present Constitution itself for 
its own alteration? Let us do nothing precipi- 
tately and without all due deliberation. Let us 
be perfectly certain, in the first place, that the 
people sas desire a change in the Constitution; 
and secondly, that there is a reasonable probabil- 
ity of a concurrence of three fourths of the States 
in the projected amendments. In a matter of 
this immense consequence to the welfare of the 
present and of future generations of our vast, out- 
spread, majestic empire, certainly, if ever, should 
be followed the scriptural injunction, ‘ let all 
things be done decently and in order.”? Any con- 
gressional compromise that could be produced at 
this session must necessarily be hasty, immature, 
crude, and imperfect, and would fall short of meet- 
ing the conditions of the present emergency; for 
we have noted in vain the eventsand discussions 
of the time, if we are not satisfied that the seces- 
sion fever will run its appointed course with entire 
disregard of what may or can be done by this Con- 
gress, and even of the recorded opinions of man- 
kind here or elsewhere. 

Again, sir, the people did not elect gentlemen 
here to change the Constitution, They expected 
no such thing of us. They did not anticipate any 
state of things which would render such a pro- 
ceeding necessary or judicious. To do it, then, 
would clearly seem to be a superfluous overstep- 
ping of our legitimate functions. If the Consti- 
tution must be changed, let the people do it. Let 
them elect men especially commissioned for the 
purpose. So shall it be done in accordance with 
their judgment and wishes, and in some reason- 
able degree of compliance with the due proprieties 
and decorum properly connected with so grave 
and consequential a procedure. Sir, lam opposed 
to all congressional changes in the Constitution, 
whatever. 

We are asked to adopt the Crittenden amend- 
ments, orsome compromise substantially amount- 
ing to the same thing. What are these Critten- 
den resolutions, about which we hear so much 
said? I reply: they are the Breckinridge and Lane 
platform incorporated into the Constitution of the 
United States. We are called upon to'do whav 
even the Douglas Democracy refused only last 
April to do at Charleston; to consent to even more 
than the Charleston seceders then thought of de- 
manding. In order to make this plain at a glance, 
I will read, in connection, first, the three chief 
articles of the Breckinridge platform, and then 
the main proposition of the Crittenden compro- 
mise: 


Breckinridge Platform. 





Crittenden Compromise. 


_ PUBLISHED BY JOHN C. RIVES, WASHINGTON, D. C. 






1. That the government of 
a territory organized by an 
act of Congress, is provisional 
and temporary ; and during 
its existence, all citizens of 
the United States have an 
equal right to settle with 
their property in the Territo- 
ry, without their rights either 
of person or property being 
destroyed or impaired bycon- 
gressional or territorial legis- 
lation. 

2. That it is the duty of the 
Federal Government, in ail 
its departments, to protect, 
whenwuecessary, the rights of 


Resolved by the Senate and | 
House of Representatives, 
That the following article 
be proposed and submitted 
as an amendment to the Con- 
stitution, which shall! be valid 
as part of the Constitution, | 
when ratified by the conven- 
tions of three fourths of the 
people of the States: 

irst, In all the ‘Territories 
now or hereafter acquired 
north of latitude 36° 30’, sla- | 
very or involuntary servi- | 
tude, except for the punish- 
ment of crime, is prohibited ; 
while in ail the territorysouth 
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persons and property in the 
Territories, and wherever 
else its constitutional author- 
ity extends. 

3. That when the settlers 
in a Territory having an ad- 
equate population, form a 
State constitution in pursu- 
ance of law, the right of sov- 
ereiguty commences, and, 
being consummated by ad- 
mission into the Union, they 
stand on an equal footing 
with the people of other 
States; and the State thus 
organized ought to be admit- 
ted into the Federal Union, 
whether its constitution pro- 
hibits or recognizes the insti- 
tution of slavery. 


of that latitude, slavery is 
hereby recognized as exist- 
ing, and shall not be inter- 
fered with by Congress, but 
shall be protected as property 
by all departments of the ter- 
ritorial government during its 
continuance. All the terri- 
tory north or south of said 
line, within such boundaries 
as Congress may prescribe, 
when it contains a popula- 
tion necessary for a member 
of Congress, with a repubil- 
ean form of government, shall 
be admitted into the Union 
on an equality with the ori- 
ginal States, with or without 
slavery, as the constitutionof 
the State shall prescribe. 


Sir, it would be shameful, dishonorable, dis- 
graceful, suicidal, for Republicans to listen for a 
moment to these propositions. They can never 
receive the assent of the people of the North, 
much less of the Republican party. Slavery re- 
quires further and greater guarantees than Wash- 
ington, Madison, Jefferson, were willing to give 
it. It will have additional protection, or it will 
dissolve the Union! It asserts itself to be a wise, 
humane, just, and beneficent institution. It will 
not beletalone. It will thrust itself upon us with 
loud demands for new recognitions, new safe- 
guards, new guarantees. Why should it? What 
is it that asks this new protection? Let its own 
courts answer. I take no northern anti-slavery 
definitions; but go to its own records. In the case 
of Neal vs. Farmer, (9 Georgia Reports,) the 
court decided that if there was no statute pro- 
hibiting it, it was not a crime to kill: 


** Licensed to hold slave property, the Georgia planter 
held the slave as a chattel ; and whence did he derive title ? 
Either directly from the slave trader, or from those who he'd 
under him, and he from the slave captor in Africa. Tue 
property in the slave in the planter became, thus, just (ve 
property of the original captor. In the absence of any stat- 
utory limitation on that property, he holds tt as unquali- 
fiedly as the first proprietor held it, and his title and the 
extentof his property were sanctioned by the usage of na- 
tions which had grown into law. There is no sensible 
account to be given of property in slaves here but this. 
What were, then, the rights of the African chief in the slave 
which he had captured in war? The slave was his to sell, 
or to give, or to kill.” 


Again: the North Carolina supreme court, in 
the case of the State vs. Mann, (2 Devereux’s 
Reports, page 268.) Mann was indicted for 
wounding a slave woman; and the question was, 
whether a man could assault a negro. There was 
no statute punishing it, and the question was, 
does the common law protect the slave? The opin- 
ion was delivered by Judge Ruffin. He says: 


* Slavery has indeed been assimilated at the bar to the 
other domestic relations, and arguments drawn from the 
well-established principles which confer and restrain the 
authority of the parent over the child, the tutor over the 
pupil, the master over the apprentice, have been pressed on 
us. The court does not recognize their application, There 
is no likeness between the cases. ‘They are in opposition 
to each other, and there is an impassable gulf between 
them. The difference is that which exists between free- 
dom and slavery, and a greater cannot be imagined. Inthe 
one, the end in view is the happiness of the youth, born to 
equal righ's with that governor on whom the duty devolves 
of training the young to usefulness, in a station which he 
is afterward to assume among freemen. ‘To such an endg 
and with such an object, moral and intellectual instruction 
seem the natural means; and, for the most part, they are 
found to suffice. Moderate force is superadded only to make 
the others effectual. If that fail, it is better to leave the 
party to his own headstrong passions and the ultimate cor- 
rection of the law, than to allow it to be immoderately in- 
flicted by a private person. With slavery it is far other- 
wise. The end is the profit of the master, his security and 
the publie safety ; the subject, one doomed, in his own per- 
son and his posterity, to live without knowledge, and with- 
out the capacity to make anything his own, and to toil that 
another may reap the fruits. What moral considerations 
shall be addressed to such a being, to convince him of what 
it is impossible but that the most stupid must feel and know 
can never be true—thathe is thus to labor upon a principle 
of natural duty, or for the sake of his own personal hap- 
piness? Such services can only be expected from one wha 
has no will of his own; whosurrenders his wil! in implicit 
obedience to that of another. Such obedience is the con 
sequence only of uncontrolled authority over the body, 
There is nothing else whieh can operate to produce the 
effect. The power of the master must be absolute, to. ren- 
der the submission of the slave perfect. 

**T most freely confess my sense of the harshness of this 
proposition; FE feel it as deeply as any man can. Andas 
a principle of moral right, every person in his retiregaent 
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it must be so. There is no remedy. This discipline be- 
Jongs to the state of slavery. They cannot be disunited 
without abrogating at once the rights of the master, and 
absolving the slave from his subjection. It constitutes the 
curse of slavery to both the bond and free portions of our 
eer But it is inherent in the relation of master and 
hiave 

“That there may be particular instances of crueity and 
barbarity, where in conscience the law might properly in 
terfere, is most probable. The difficulty is to determine | 
where a court may properly begin. Merely inthe abstract 
it may well be asked, which power of the master accords 
with right?) The answer will probably sweep away all of 
them. Lut we cannot look at the master in thatlight. The 
truth is, that we are forbidden to enter upon a train of gen- | 
eral reasoning upon the subject. We cannot allow the right 
of the master to be brought into discussion in the courts of 
justice. Thesiave, to remaina slave, must be made sens- 
ible that there is no appeal from his master; that his power 
is in no instance usurped ; but is conferred by the laws of | 
man, at jeast, if not by the laws of God. 

* | repeat, that | would have gladly avoided this ungrate- 
ful question. But being brought to it, the court is compelled | 
to declare, that while slavery exists among us in its present 
state, or until it shall seem fit to the Legislature to inter- | 
pose express enactments to the contrary, it will be the im 
perative duty of the judges to recognize the full dominion | 
of the owner over the slave, except where the exercise of | 
it is forbidden vy statute. And this we do upon the ground 
that this dominion ts essential to the value of slaves as prop- 
erty, to the security of the master and the public tranquillity, 
greatly dependent upon their subordination, and in fine, as 
most effectually securing the general protection and com- 
fort of the slaves themselves.”’ 





Shall such an institution be extended? Shall 
it have new secunities, new guarantees? Let the 
American people, let the whole world of mankind 
answer. bo youexpect the Republicans to aban- | 
don and belie every principle they ever professed | 
and maintained? to eat their own words and oft- 
avowed opinions, and effectually demean and 
stultify themselves by consenting to what the ma- 
jority of the late Democratic party refused to agree 
to—its delegates at Baltimore even accepting the | 


division and dissolution of their party instead ? || 


Those who look for any such thing will find 
themselves eminently mistaken. They will be 
first among those who, here or elsewhere, in this 
controversy, are busying themselves—to use the 
figure of the distinguished gentleman from Mas- 
sachusetts—in ** gathering wool from goats.’’ It 
should be enough, on this head, for me to say, that 
had Mr. Breckinridge been elected, four months 
ago, the whole Republican party would have re- 
garded such a result asa most disheartening defeat 
and an overwhelming calamity. Would it be less 
sonow? By nomeans. It would bea victory more 
brilliant than our enemies ever dared to hope for, 
and our triumph at the late election a defeat more 
terrible than was ever feared as possible. No, sir; 
even the threat of civil war, and of a dissolution of 
this Union, cannot drive us to so utter and shame- 
less an abandonment of all our principles, consist- 
ency, and honor. 

And here, sir, | wish to allude to some senti- 
ments, most remarkable in my judgment, recently 
uttered in this House by the honorable gentleman 
from Virginia, [Mr. De Jannerte.] 1 quote 
them as the expression from wiwt I suppose to | 
be a large class of those southern gentlemen who 
are looking forward to the establishment ofa great 
slaveholding empire. I wish to give them prom- 
inence, that my constituents, who are accustomed 
to earn their bread by the sweat of their brow, 
may see the sort of Democratic feast to which 
they are invited; that our hard-working farmers | 
and mechanics, who are accustomed to honor 
labor, may behold in a clear light the exclusive | 
and aristocratic philosophy upon which the lead- 
@fs of the so-called Democratic ports pevaene in 
advocating their political system. ethinks it 
will be a surprise for our independent yeomanry | 
to know that they are regarded in the light of | 
slaves to capital or to anything else; that they | 
have atnong them the worst form of despotism, 
or even any despotism at all; that free labor has | 
destroyed .the prerogatives of justice, or invaded 
the sanctity of God’s altar, or that it is in any 
danger of returning to barbarism. 

© | have known, Mr. Speaker, for ten years, that dissolu- 
tion must come. IL have seen the irrepressible conflict be- 
tween labor and capital at the North, and known that it 
could but result in favor of the former, inasmuch as that 
labor possessed the revolutionary power there, to wit, the 
elective franchise. Wherever, sir, there is free competi- 
tion between labor and capital, and that labor is armed with 
the unrestricted right Lo vote, the labor being always in 
the majority, must sooner Or later so control the law mak- | 
ing power as to hold the capital subject to its will. That 
laber has for many years controlled the law-making | 
power of New England. It has new gained control of the | 
aw-naking power in many States west of the Hudson; and | 
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in the last presidential contest, it aspired to, and obtained, 
the control of the law-making power of this Government. 
Wherever there is free competition of labor and capital, and 


| that labor vindicates its power to control the Government, 


liberty cannot long survive. But the worst form of despot 
ism will exist as long as there is capital left upon which it 
ean feed. When this fails, the only result which can fol- 
low is, for such a people to return to barbarism. 

“Thus, society at the North is now pregnant with the 


| seeds of its own destruction. Its only salvation is astronger 





| decrees. Sir, it has sos 


Government, and a restriction of the elective franchise. 
This is not speculative theory, but fact; it is not wild im- 
aginings, but history. 

* It is the free suffrage and free labor of the North which 
now controls the press, the bar, the schools, and the pul- 
pit. Itis the free labor of the North which has invaded 
the sanctity of Gud’s altar, and compelled its ministers to 
acknowledge its divinity by dethroning Jehovah and wor- 
shiping Beelzebub. It is the free labor at the North which 
has invaded the highest judicial tribunal of justice, de- 
stroying its prerogatives, and teaching men to despise its 

hattered tite framework of society, 
that society itself exists only in an inverted order at the 
North. Capital at the North for a Jong time waged an un- 
equal contest with labor. It looked ten to the Govern- 
ment, and found that impotent for aid. For momentary 
security, it seemed to sympathize in the objects of the fa- 
natics, and to point to the institutions of the South as fit 
objects for attack. Fatal delusion! They not only intro- 
duced the ‘Trojan horse into their counting-houses, but 
drove away their best customers by their efforts to enslave 
them, 

* At the South, our new republic will have no such ele- 


| ment of discord. Capital there owns all labor which, from 


its nature, so lowers the man as to make him unfit tor so- 
clety and self-government. Thus capital and labor, in our 
new republic, will work in beautiful harmony; and it is 
thus that African slavery furnishes the only basis upon 
which republican liberty can be preserved.” 

Sir, if such sentiments as these are really en- 
tertained to any extent by our southern brethren, 
it affords usa key to this frenzy of the times 


| which is tearing them from their ancient moorings 


of attachment and loyalty to the Republic. At 
the same time it is lamentable to see the founda- 
tions of a new State attempted to be laid upon a 
philosophy so utterly at variance with the teach- 
ings of history, the truest instincts of humanity, 
and the monitions of conscience, which is the 
stern monitor of God within us. And I must be 
permitted to add, such notions, however sincerely 
entertained, as | have no doubt they are, are erro- 
neous in fact, erroneous in theory, and erroneous 
in application. Free labor at the North has not 
shattered the framework of society. Society at 
the North is not threatened with destruction. Its 
salvation is not in a stronger Government, nor 
in any restriction of the elective franchise. Quite 
the reverse holdstrue. It cannot be successfully 
denied, however, that our whole system of free 
labor, democratic institutions, is founded upon 
diametrically opposite ideas of the philosophy 
and utility of government to those put forth by 
the gentleman from Virginia. And I bless God 
that itisso! Long may it so remain! 

The border-States compromise is next urged 
upon our attention. That this is but another 
treacherous, time-serving, and most futile and 
fruitless proposition, is perfectly apparent to my 
mind from the following considerauons: 

1. The first article of these proposed amend- 
ments provides that Congress shall have no power 
to legislate in regard to slavery in any places in 
which it now has exclusive jurisdiction without 
the consent of the States which had made the ces- 
sion of such places to the United States. It is 
very generally conceded, and | entertain no doubt 
on the point, that Congress now has actually the 
exclusive right of jurisdiction in all such places. 
We are, therefore, asked to take away from Con- 
gress what little power it now has over the sub- 
ject; and some press this course on us asa cer- 
tain and speedy panacea for all our difficulties. 
But, sir, I differ from all such in toto celo. Instead 
of abrogating any right or power we now possess 
to rid ourselves of this unspeakable curse, 1 would 
rather exercise that power by abolishing slavery 
in the arsenals and dock-yards forthwith, and in 
this District as soonas the inhabitants here should 
give their consent; and thus put this terribly dis- 
turbing question at once beyond further cavil. 

2. This second article offers us the old line of 
36° 30’, in this respect being identical with the 
Crittenden compromise. . 

It is enough, sir, on this point, for me to say 
that this question is already settled, recently set- 
tled; and, as I believe, finaily settled by the peo- 
ple themselves. At the last election, eighteen 
States, by overwhelming and astounding major- 
ities, deeided that they would not accept this ar- 
ticle; hut rather that Congress should pass laws 
to prohibit slavery forever in all of the Territo- 
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ries of the United States. Do gentlemen expect 
the people to change their verdict? Let them tr 
it. But never was a more fallacious expectation 
entertained. 

3. The third article is offered asa pretended 
concession to freedom. For what purpose? As 
a cheat, as a blind, to deceive northern men With 
an idea that you make a show of fairness; that 
you give usa little something in this matter in ap- 
pearance, while in reality you take all? The Con- 
stitution already does all it can to suppress the 
African slave trade; and it is either a cheat or g 
gross blunder to talk of putting in again a provis- 
1on for that purpose. 

4. The fourth article prohibits Congress from 
interfering with the domestic slave trade. Sir, | 
would rather, if there is any doubt on the subject, 
propose an amendment to the Constitution ‘that 
Congress shall have the power to utterly extin- 
guish that nefarious and accursed traffic. If this 
is not one of the kinds of commerce between the 
States that Congress has the power of regulating, 
it certainly should be. I can never consent to part 
with it. 

5. We are next called upon to insert in the 
Constitution a provision denying to Congress the 
right to meddle with slavery in the States. It 
might be sufficient to say to this that if is entirely 
unnecessary and superfluous, inasmuch as it has 
never been pretended by anybody that Congress 
has any such power. And I think, sir, it is not 
too much to expect that, if southern gentlemen 
will not believe us now, when we disavow any 
such intention, they will not do it even if we put 
it in the Constitution. Itis true that John Quincy 
Adams thought that, in case the General Govern- 
ment should be called on to suppress a servile 
insurrection, the power of doing so must neces- 
sarily be somewhere implied in the Constitution, 
and would involve control of the whole subject. 
Now, if gentlemen would consent, also, to amend 
that instrument so as to relieve us of the duty of 
suppressing domestic violence in any case where 
there is an attempt on the part of the slaves to 
recover their freedom by force, then I have no 
objection to voting for this alteration. But, se- 
riously, I suppose it is, or might be, in certain 
not improbable events, of the last importance for 
Congress to retain all the power they have over 
the subject. 

6. The last provision, proposing that no ter- 
ritory shall be acquired without the consent of 
three fourths of the Senate, means nothing— 
might easily be avoided and made nugatory; and 
whenever the necessities for more slave territory 
demanded, it would require but little ingenuity 
on the part of the propagandists to set it entirely 
aside. 

I think, then, we may say the border-States 
proposition is pretty much disposed of—partly as 
meaning nothing, and partly as being impossible 
to be complied with. 

As it regards the question of admitting New 
Mexico as a State, there are several objections to 
my mind. Its lack of population, and the consti- 
tutional difficulty of carving it into future smaller 
States, as is intended, are barriers that it seems 
to me ought not to be surmounted. Besides, it 
amounts to nothing. Our southern friends spurn 
the offer. You say that there are but a dozen 
slaves there, all told, and that God and nature for- 
bid there should ever be any more. Then, why 
and how can it be a propitiatory offering to sla- 
very? Iam not surprised that they reject it as 
unsatisfactory. Most evidently there can be no 
advantage in it to slavery, unless, in some way, 
it provides for the perpetual establishment of 
human bondage in all territory hereafter to be ac- 
quired. In any case, I cannot vote for the admis- 
sion of New Mexico under its present laws and 
boundaries, and with its present atrocious white 
siave code unrepealed. 

But, Mr. Speaker, not wishing to be outdone 
in making offers of compromise, I respectfully 
propose the following: 

1. For all persons in arms against the Govern- 
ment, or who are plotting its overthrow, to aban- 
don their rebellion and their treason, restore the 
national fortresses, mints, vessels, coin, arsenals, 
and hospitals, and other public property they 
have appropriated to feed the slaveholders’ insur- 
rection. 

2. To allow Mr. Lincoln to take quiet and 
peaceable possession of the administration of the 
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Government, and for all the people North and 
South to cheerfully and cordially aid him in the 


enforcement of the laws and the protection of | 


our flag. 


3. To give complete protection to the persons 


and property of all northern men visiting and tem- 


yorarily residing in the slaveholding States, and 


especially to save northern men from hanging for | 


no other crime than being ministers and mission- 
aries of the gospel. : ; 
4. For Congress to abolish slavery in all the 


dock-yards, arsenals, and other places where it | 


has the right and jurisdiction to do so, and in this 
District, when the inhabitants shall desire it. 


When these compromises are conceded and | 
agreed on, I think we may have peace on the | 


slavery questions. aa we 
All that the friends of civil and religious liberty 


have to do in this crisis is to stand firm by their | 


faith, gather round and uphold the good old Con- 
stitution of our fathers, and loyally defend the 
Union they established. It seems to me that our 
duty is very plain. 


We are asked to make new laws. I answer, 


there are too many already. Let the present laws | 
Let the | 


be enforced. Amend the Constitution? 
people do it in the regular way, whenever they 
think it desirable. I shall not object. No, sir; 
obey the Constitution, and administer the laws 
as they are, and all will be well. Stand by the 
Union of our fathers. 
folds of the stars and stripes; AND THE COUNTRY 
WILL BE savep. And for the rest, let us ** trust 
in God, and keep our powder dry.”’ 
“Stand for the right, ’mid the gloom And the sorrow, 
That hangs iowering over the prospect to-day ; 
For the truth will shine brighter and clearer to-morrow, 
While darkness and doubt shall be driven away. 
Stand, as the rock of old Plymouth is standing, 
Though lashed by the fury of ocean so long; 
?T was a foothold most firm to the pilgrim on landing, 
And stands for his children, now equally strong.” 


Messrs. ELY and McKEAN next addressed | 


the House. [Their speeches will be published 
in the Appendix.] 

Mr. STEWART, of Pennsylvania, obtained 
the floor. 


MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. 


A message from the Senate, by Mr. Parrox, 
one of their clerks, announced that the Senate 
had passed a joint resolution to repeal a joint res- 
olution approved June 15, 1860, for the relief of 
William H. De Groot. 

Also, that the Senate had ordered the printing 
of certain documents. 

And then, on motion of Mr. VAN WYCK, (at 
nine o’clock and thirty minutes, p. m.,) the House 
adjourned. 


IN SENATE. 
Tuespay, February 19, 1861. 
The Secretary proceeded to read the Journal 
of yesterday. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas. I move to dis- 
ense with the further reading of the Journal. It 
is a recitation of enrolled bills, bills referred, and 

other such uninteresting details, 
The VICE PRESIDENT. Is there unani- 
mous consent to dispense with the further read- 


ing of the Journal? The Chair hears no objec- 
tion. 


PATENT LAWS. 


The VICE PRESIDENT appointed Mr. Bie- 
Ler, Mr. Rice, and Mr. Wirson, the committee 
of conference on the disagreeing votes of the two 
Houses on the bill (S. No. 10) in addition to “ An 
act to promote the progress of the useful arts.”’ 


CONSULAR AND DIPLOMATIC BILL. 


The VICE PRESIDENT appointed Mr.Nicn- 
OLSON as a member of the committee of con- 
ference upon the bill (H. R. No. 864) making 
appropriations for the consular and diplomatic 
expenses of the Government for the year ending 
June 30, 1862, in the place of Mr. 
who is absent. 


PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS. 


Mr. RICE. The other day, when I presented 
a memorial to the Senate immediately following 
one presented by my colleague, I stated that | 
believed evidence would soon be sent here to sat- 
isfy the Senate that the people of the State of 
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| 


| ervation of the Union, if possible ; and, at all events, fora 


| Hon. H. M. Rice, Washington. 


| inthe resolutionof Mr. CritrenpDen, or thatof Mr. 


| contained in the resolutions of Mr. Crirrenven, 


| thousands of memorials have been presented to 


| political party, praying Congress to take some 
| action to secure continued peace to the country, 


| has been taken. 
| of presenting this morning, a memorial from a 


| ing the inaction of Congress and the imperriled 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


| Minnesota were for peace; that they were anxious || 


to have the vexed questions now disturbing the | 


country settled in an amicable manner; and I can || 


state now that I believe what I said then is soon 
to be verified. 
tion will be settled, and that the Union will be 
preserved; but if separation must take place, I 
believe it is the wish of nine tenths of the people 
of that State that that separation shall be a peace- 
ful one. Here is a memorial, signed by over one 


' half of the voters of the city of St. Paul. This is || 
in addition to one that I have already presented; || 


and as there is a short letter accompanying it, I | 
ask that that may be read. 
The Secretary read the following letter: 


Sr. Paut, February 11, 1861. 

Dear Sir: May we ask you to present, at an early day, 
the accompanying memorial to Congress; the entire me- 
morial being signed by twelve hundred legal voters of this 
city, largely representing both political parties—alt easily 
obtained without a regular canvass of the city, which would 
have increased the number to at least two thousand. 

The memorial was originated and largely signed by con- 
servative Republicans. 

The people are anxious for an adjustment; for the pres- 


peaceful solution of the quarrel, if a separation is unavoid- 


able. If we are to have two Governments, matters will not || 


be mended by cutting cach others’ throats. 
* * * + * * * * * * 


Very truly, &c., THOMPSON & BROTHERS. 


Mr. RICE. 
the table. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. RICE also presented a memorial of citizens 
of St. Anthony, Minnesota, praying for the ad- | 


I move that the memorial lie on 





| justment of the sectional difficulties on the princi- 
| ples contained in the resolution of Mr. Critten: | 


DEN, or that of Mr. Rice; which was ordered to 
lie on the table. ” 
He also presented a petition of citizens of St. 


| Cloud, Minnesota, praying for the adjustment of 


the sectional difficulties on the principles contained 


Rice; which was ordered to lie on the table. 

He also presented a memorial of citizens of 
Stillwater, Minnesota, praying for the adjust- 
ment of the sectional difficulties on the principles 


or that of Mr. Rice; which was ordered to lie on 
the table. 


Mr. BIGLER. Mr. President, hundreds of 


the Senate ,signed by men of every class and every 


and the permanency of the Union; but no action 
1 have the honor and pleasure 


band of pure-minded and patriotic ladies in my 
State—two hundred and twenty in number—who 
live in the county of Cambria, on the Alleghany | 
mountains, in the pure atmosphere, twenty-five | 
hundred feet above the level of the sea, who, see- 


condition of the country, have deemed 1t their 
duty to send their prayer to Congress and see 
whether it is not possible for them to produce 
such action as will bring peace to the country. I 
will read briefly what they say: 


To the honorable the Senate and House of Representatives of 
the United States : 

GenTLeMeEN: The undersigned ladies of the borough of 
Johnstown, Cambria county, Pennsylvania, feeling a deep 
and abiding interest in the perpetuity of our country, do 
most earnestly and respectfully ask your honorable bodies 
to adopt, without delay, such measures as may be neces- | 
sary to heal the threatening breach between the northern 





and southern States of this Confederacy, and thus insure || 
the existence of our glorious Union for ages yet to come. || 
The demands of the border slave States, asking coustitu- || 


' 
tional guarantees that their rights, in the Union, shall be | 


tioners just and right. Grant them, and peace will again 


be restored, and our happy country move onward and up- | 


ward in a career of prosperity unequaled by the past, and 
your petitioners, as in duty bound, will tank God for his | 
mercies, 

I move that the memorial lie on the table. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas. 
are no More petitions. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. There are evi- | 
dently a good many more. 

Mr. TEN EYCK. I have one. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas. If I have the | 
right to object to the explaining and reading =I 
petitions, | do so. You might as well sing psalms 


I hope there 





They are in hopes that the ques- || 
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to a dead horse [laughtr} as to get up and read 
| these petitions, and consume all the little time left 
of the morning hour, but about fifteen minutes, It 
is too bad; and it is so every morning, and it will 
continue to be so until the end of the session, 
| unless it is arrested in some way or other. 

Mr. TEN EYCK. By the leave of the Sena- 
tor, I should like to present a petition, without 
any remark. I have a petition of more than six 
hundred citizens of Jersey City, New Jersey, 
praying Congress to stand by the Constitution as 
it is, and to enforce a wholesome respect for the 
Federal laws. I move that the petition lie on 
the table. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN. I present a petition of 
| legal voters of Machias, Maine, and its vicinity, 
| without distinction of party, praying Congress to 

adopt the measures of pe and somers: 
mise submitted by me, or any similar plan which 
will insure tranquillity and the peaceful pefpet- 
uity of the present American Union. I have no 
speech to make; but I may say that these peti- 
| tions are about the best speeches | hear on this 
floor on the subject. 

The memorial was ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. SEWARD presented a petition of citizens 
of school district No. 10, in Dabay, Gencoen 
county, New York, without distinction of party, 


|| requesting Congress to stand firm for the Union, 


the Constitution as it is, and the enforcement of 

the laws; which was ordered to lie on the table. 
He also presented a petition of citizens of Brook- 

lyn, New York, praying Congress to stand firm 

| for the Constitution and the Government, and to 

| make no compromise whatever; which was or- 

| dered to lie on the table. 

| He also presented a petition of citizens of Phil- 

| 

i 


adelphia, in favor of the Union, the Constitution, 
| and the enforcement of all the laws; which was 
ordered to lie on the table. 

He also presented a petition of citizens of Penn- 
sylvania, representing that they have learned with 
much concern that some of the people of the Uni- 
ted States, unmindful @ their duty as good citi- 
zens, are in open rebellion against the Constitu- 
tion and laws thereof, and that some disposition 
is manifested on the part of the Federal authori- 
ties to compromise and negotiate with traitors, 
and thus justify their treason; and earnestly pro- 
testing against any and every compromise, either 
by amendments to the Constitution or otherwise ; 
and praying Congress so to strengthen the heart 
and hands of the Executive that he may effect- 
ually maintain the Government as it is; which 
was ordered to lie on the table. , 

Mr. SEWARD. I present the memorial of J. 
Arlington Bennett, inventor and patentee cf a car 
| which may be used, he says, for civil and mili- 
tary purposes, either on a railroad orin the open 
country, or on the field of battle. He regards it 
| as avery important and valuable inventon. I 
move its reference to the Committee on Military 
Affairs and Militia. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. SEWARD. I present, also, a petition 

from the attorney general and others, ofthe State 
| of New York, including many distinguished citi- 


|| zens—including Charles O’Conor, Amos Dean, 


and others—in which they recite that ‘* whereas 
it hath lately become a most deplorable fashion 
to send petitions and lamentations to Congress 


|| upon the state of the country, which can in no 


way mitigate the present evils, but tend rather to 


|| weary and confuse the minds of our honorable 


and worthy legislators; and whereas we think that 
the attention of Congress should be directed to 
higher and more elevating subjects,’’ your peti- 


} 

* || tioners therefore pray that Congress will enact 
protected, and no longer trampled upon, seem to your peti- || p 5 : 
it 


| suitable and efficient laws against unmitigated 
| scribbling. [Laughter.] I move that it be re- 
ferred to the Committee on the Library. 

| The motion was agreed to. 


LAND LAWS. 


Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas. I ask leave to 
| call up a joint resolution, which I was instructed 
| by the Committee on“Public Lands to report last 
| year. I was directed to do so during the last ses- 
| sion of Congress, but it escaped my attention until 
| a very few days ago; and I now ask its adoption 
by the Senate. It is in regard to the purchase by 
the Government of a certain compilation of the 


| laws applicable to al] the land offices throughout 
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the United States, and found to be peculiarly val- | his pay to satisfy these fines. He now prays to 
| have these fines remitted, alleging that they are || 
1} 
over which he could have no control. It appears || 


| 


uable for that purpose. The number is not to 
exceed two thousand; and if that should not prove 


sufficient, the Secretary is required then to select 
those offices to which it is most important. I ask 


that the resolution may be read; and that it may 
be passed, if it suits the views of the Senate. 
he VICE PRESIDENT. The Secretary will 
read the resolution for information. 
The Secretary read the joint resolution (S. 


No. 39) authorizing the Secretary of the Interior | 


to purchase certain books, which was reported b 


the Committee on Public Lands, with an amend- | 


ment to strike out all after the enacting clause and 
insert: 


That the Secretary of the Interior be and is hereby au- 
thorized to purchase of W. W. Lester such number of copies 
of Lester’s Land Laws, Regulations, and Decisions, as may 
be necessary to furnish one copy to each surveyor general, 
register of a land office, and receiver of public moneys, and 
to every officer of the United States now entitled by law to 
the laws of the United States, published by Litde & Brown, 
to be held for the use of their respective offices, at a price 
not exceeding four dollars per copy: Provided, however, 


That no greater number of copies shall be purchased than | 


may be required by the terms above set forth, and shali in 
no event exceed two thousand: ad further, That if two 
thousand shall prove to be insufficient to supply the offices 
hereinbefore specified, then it shall be the duty of the Sec- 


retary of the Interior to select such proper offices for the | 


distribution as in his judgment shall be deemed best for 
the public interest. 

Mr. HALE. I object to the resolution. 

Mr. KING. I will inquire how many of these 
land officers there are ? 

The VICE PRESIDENT. Objection being 
made, the resolution must lie over. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. I ask the Senate to take 
up a bill which lies on your table, sir, which I 
am very anxious to have passed this morning, 
and which will explain itself by the reading of a 
very short report. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. Will the Senator | 


from Maine be kind enough to pause? The Chair 
feels it due to the Senator from Arkansas, to say 


that he supposed this was a report made this | 
he Secretary in- | 


morning from a committee. 
forms him that it is not @report made this morn- 
ing. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas. I was instructed 
by the committee to ask the Senate to put it on 


its passage this morning. I reported it some con- | 
sideravle time ago, but I have been instructed by | 


the committee to ask for its adoption now. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. A single objection, 
therefore, the Chair thinks, will not at present 
lay it over. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. I will suggest to my 
friend from Arkansas to lay it over a little while, 
uatil Lean look at it. I should like to inquire 
into it, 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas. Very well. Of 
course, | will not object to that. 


SAMUEL 8. GREEN. 


Mr. FESSENDEN. I hope the Senate will 
oblige me by taking up the bill to which I alluded 
just now. 

The motion was agreed to; and tke bill (H. 
R. No. 514) for the relief of Samuel S. Green, 
was read twice, and considered as in Committee 
of the Whole. It proposes to remit the fines im- 
posed by the Post Office Department on Samuel 
8. Green, of New Orleans, while carrying the mail 
on route 3503, from New Orleans and other ports 
on the Gulf of Mexico, to Key West, and back, 
when he failed to depart from or arrive at any 
port named in his contract with the mails at pre- 
cisely ‘* schedule time.’”’ 

Mr. KING. I should like to hear the report. 

The Secretary read the report made by Mr. 
Ausy in the House of Representatives, by which 
it appears that Samuel S. Green contracted with 
the Post Office Department, on the 26th of April, 
1853, to earry the mail, on route 3503, from New 
Orleans, by Pensaeola, Apalachicola, St. Mari’s, 


Cedar Keys, and Tampa pee to Key West and | 


back, twice a month, for 000 per annum. It 
was a new and untried route, upon a dangerous 
coast, deficient in buoys, lights, and guides, and 
the petitioner was unable to make, in all cases, 
schedule time, sometimes in co enee of rough | 
weather, and in some instances on account of the 
prevalence of the yellow fever. In consequence | 
of his inability to make schedule time the Depart- | 
ment im upon him, at sundry times, heavy 

fines, amounting in all to $9,208 24, and withheld | 
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unjust, inasmuch as the delays were no fault of 
his, but incident to the circumstances of the case, 


in evidence that ¢@is successor was paid $42,000 
per annam, and failed to make much nearer sched- 
ule time than the petitioner. The Department 
now pay for the same service about seventy-six 


thousand dollars, and are subjected to occasional || 


delays. The postmasters upon the route certify 
to the industry, vigilance, and energy of the peti- 
tioner, in endeavoring te perform ail the stipula- 
tions of the contract to the utmost of his ability, 
and they ascribe his failures to make schedule 
time, in most cases, to circumstances over which 
he had no control. The committee, therefore, be- 
lieving that the petitioner performed the condi- 
tions of his contract to the best of his ability, and 
that if the fines are remitted the sum paid him is 
very inadequate for the service performed, recom- 
mend that the fines be remitted. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. Ifthe Senate will listen 
to me for two or three minutes, I think I can sat- 
isfy them with the explanation made in the report 
that the bill ought to pass. This was an original 
contract taken by Mr. Green. The service was 
anew one. The reason why it has come to my 
knowledge is, that his partner is a constituent of 


| mine—a gentleman by the name of Harding— 
| living in our State, whom I know very well: It 


was the first contract; they took it at $26,000, as 
the report states; the coast was entirely without 
lights, buoys, or things of that sort; and they 
failed occasionally, owing to fogs, to make the 
schedule time; but never failed to deliver the mails 
within twenty-four or forty-eight hours of the 
time. There was no difficulty occasioned by it, 
because there were no connections which were dis- 
turbed. The postmasters of the principal post 
offices on the route unanimously represent that 
the service was performed exseckiagly well, con- 
sidering the difficulties, and that no troubles what- 
ever arose in consequence of their being occasion- 
ally behind time, owing to the difficulties of the 
navigation. It was a first attempt. The Post- 
master General, however, fined iin every time 
there was a failure to make the schedule time, 
even if it was merely from the noon of one day 
to the morning of the next, deducting about two 
thousand two hundred dollars, I believe, for the 
failures. They lostagreat deal of money by their 
contract; but ioe carried it through. They lost 
money for one reason—on account of the cholera 
prevailing in that section, and their being obliged 
to pay very large sums for hands—-but still they 
carried it through in all respects, except a simple 
occasional failure to arrive exactly at the hour or 
the day; for which they were fined. The Post- 
master General, Mr. Campbell, insisted upon put- 
ting the fines uponthem. The persons who took 
the contract next, received, I think, $40,000, and 
they failed repeatedly, but were not fined, for some 
reason or other. Those who have the contract 
now, receive $76,000, instead of $26,000, and they 
are not fined. Mr. Campbell refused to take off 
the fines, and his successor declined to interfere 
because of his action. This bill directs simpl 
that the amount of the contract price shall be wail, 
and the fines remitted for these failures, which 
did nobody any harm, and which were unavoid- 
able. The contract was performed in the midst 
of very great difficulties. 

Mr. HALE. Ido not want to oppose the bill; 
but I confess that I am rather unwilling to see a 
bill like this run through, without referring it to 
a committee. If the gentleman will refer it to the 
Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads, I 


meet; and if it is as the Senator says, I will report 
it, and put it on its passage at once. 
Mr. FESSENDEN. hen I shall not object. 
Mr. HALE. I move to refer it to the 
mittee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 
The motion was agreed to. 


om- 


MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE. 


A message from the House of Representatives, 
by Mr. Forney, its Clerk, announced that the 
Sleun of Representatives had passed the follow- 
ing bills, in which the concurrence of the Senate 


was ested: ‘ 
A bill (No. 537) for the relief of Catharine K. 


Russell; 
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will pledge myself to consider it the first time we 








February 19, 


A bill (No. 984) for the reliefof Thomas Forster. 
A bill (No. 999) to amend anact supplementary 
to an act approved March 3, 1855, ** to Organize 
an institution for the insane of the Army and 
Navy and of the District of Columbia, in the said 
District,” approved February 7, 1857; 

A bill (No. 1001) for the relief of Edward 
Williams; and 

A bill (No. 1004) to amend the several acts ay- 
thorizing loans. 

The message further announced that the House 
had passed the bill of the Senate (No: 366) to 
provide for a temporary government for the Ter- 
ritory of Colorado, with an amendment, in which 
the concurrence of the Senate was requested. 


ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED. 


The message also announced that the Speaker 
had signed the following enrolled bills; and they 
were signed by the Vice President: 

A bill (S. No. 134) for the relief of James 
Smith; 

A bill (S. No. 225) for the relief of Annie D. 
Reeves; 

A bill (S. No. 227) for the relief of Laura C, 
Humber, widow of Charles H. Humber; and 

A bill (S. No. 543) to carry into effect conven- 
tions between the United States and the Repub- 
lics of New Granada and Costa Rica. 


PRINTING OF DOCUMENTS. 


The message further announced that the House 
had ordered the following documents to be printed 
on February 19, 1861: 

A letter from the Postmaster General, trans- 
mitting a list of one and others employed in 
that Department—ordered at twelve o’clock and 
eighteen minutes. 

A letter from the Postmaster General, trans- 
mitting a statement of the expenditures made on 
account of the contingent expenses of the Post 
Office Department—ordered at twelve o’clock and 
nineteen minutes. 

Also, that the House had ordered the printing 
of the following documents on February 18, 1861: 

A letter from the Secretary of War, transmit- 
ting a list of clerks and others employed in the 
Treasury Department—ordered at twelve o’clock 
and twenty minutes. 

A letter from the Mayor of Boston, transmit- 
ting resolutions of the City Council, in reference 
to the disturbed state of the country—ordered at 
twelve o’clock and twenty minutes, 


HOUSE BILL REFERRED. 


The bill (H. R. No. 1004) to amend the several 
acts authorizing loans, was, on motion of Mr. 
Pearce, read twice by its title, and referred to the 
Committee on Finance. 


JEAN A. B. DAUTERIVE. 


Mr. CRITTENDEN. I made an unsuccess- 
ful motion yesterday to take up House bill No. 
583, for the relief of the heirs and legal represent- 
atives of Jean A. B. Dauterive. 1 renew that 
motion now. The billis one of great consequence 
to the heirs, and I hope the Senate will take it up 
and dispose of it now. The bill has passed the 
other House; a gentleman is interested in it who 
is a member of the other House, and he wishes 
to know the result of the claim. 

Mr. CLARK. -I hope that bill will not be 
taken up at this time. But afew moments ago 
the report in the case was laid upon my desk and 
I have proceeded to examine it so far as I have 
had time, and I find that there are very great dis- 
crepancies between the report and ihe fawn which 
are referred to in it. I presume other Senators 
have not examined it. [I should like a little fur- 
ther time to examine the report, and also to exam- 
ine the cases which have been decided in regard 
to it, that I may be enabled to act intelligently. 
I cannot act on the report, because the report 
does not furnish the facts; and it is necessary to 
investigate the authorities referred to. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN. I feel every disposition 
in the world to accommodate the gentleman; but 
we are getting towards the close of the session; 
this is a bill of much consequence, and I should 
be exceedingly glad to have it decided this morn- 
ing. If the Senator from New Hampshire desires 
time, and will name atime when he will assist 
me in getting up this bill for dispositign, say to- 
morrow morning, of course I shall be happy t 
accommodate him. 
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Mr. CLARK. I will say to the honorable 
Senator from Kentucky, that I shall make no ob- 
jection to taking it up to-morrow morning. I will 
endeavor to examine it between this time and that. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN. Will the gentleman 
move to postpone it to a particular time, so that 
it shall be called up? ’ 

Mr, CLARK. The Senator can take his own 
course in regard to it, Itshall be entirely subject 
to his control. I do not wish to assume the control 
of it. lL only ask for a little time to examine it. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN. But my control amounts 
to very little. 

Mr. CLARK. The Senator will please make 
his own motion, and name the time most conve- 
nient to himself. IU shall be ready by to-morrow 
morning. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN. If the Senate is willing 
to give the gentleman a little time, and say that 
this bill shall be taken up some named morning, 
it will be satisfactory. It is now up, I believe. 

Mr. CLARK. Ido not understand that it is 
now up. [| am not opposed to its coming up to- 
morrow morning. Let it lie where it is for the 

resent. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. Does the Senator 
from Kentucky move to postpone the bill, and 
make it the special order for half past eleven 
o’clock to-morrow morning? [**Oh, no!’’} 

Mr. CRITTENDEN. Why not? 

Mr. CLARK. It is not up. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN. I am ready to go on 
with it now; but it is for the accommodation of 
others that | move to postpone it until half past 


_ eleven to-morrow morning. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator, then, 
moves to take up the bill, and to postpone it until 
to-morrow morning at half past eleven o’clock. 

The motion was agreed to. 


SCHOONER PERSEVERANCE. 


Mr. KING. I ask leave of the Senate to take 
up the bill (S. No. 524) authorizing the Secretary 
of the Treasury to issue a register to the schooner 
Perseverance, of Ogdensburg, State of New York. 
I hope the Senate will allow itto pass. It is one 
of those bills which usually pass as a matter of 
course. I move to take it up. 

The motion was agreed to; and the bill was con- 
sidered as in Committee of the Whole. It pro- 
poses to direct the Secretary of the Treasury to 
issue a register to the owner of the schooner Per- 
severance, of Ogdensburg, which was built in 
Canada; and the vessel is hereafter to be consid- 
ered and deemed to be a schooner or vessel of the 
United States, and enfitled to all the rights and 
privileges accorded by law to ships or vessels built 
in the United States, if the Secretary shall be sat- 
isfied that the owner is a citizen of the United 
States. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading, read the third time, and passed. 


POST ROUTE BILL. 


Mr. GWIN. I move that the Senate proceed | 
to the consideration of the post route bill, which | 


was under discussion yesterday when the morn- 
ing hour expired. 


it up, so that we may dispose of it this morning. 
Mr. SEBASTIAN. [ask the kindness of the 


Senator from California, without dis lacing his | 
motion, to allow me to report back a large num- | 
ber of references, which encumberjhe Commit- | 


tee on Indian Affairs. 

Mr. GWIN. We have got an hour and a quar- 
ter for morning business yet. This will lead to 
some discussion. 

Mr. SEBASTIAN. With the Senator’s con- 
sent, it will not displace his motion. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair will 
state, now, to the Senators, that for the remain- 
der of the session he will feel it his duty to enforce 


the rules strictly; and that a Senator cannot take_| 


the floor and make a motion, and withdraw it for 
the benefit of other Senators. If he does, he ma 
not regain the floor. Does the Senator from Cal- 
ifornia yield to the Senator from Arkansas? 

Mr. GWIN. I ask the Chair, if the morning 
hour does not expire at one o’clock, as usual? 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair thinks 
the usage has been twelve o’clock, when the Sen- 
ate meets at eleven o’clock, 


I am anxious to have it dis- | 
posed of; andl hope the Senate will agree to take | 





i 


} 
' 


} 
| 
i 
| 
| 
' 








|| June, 1855, asked to be discharged from its fur- 


Mr. GWIN. With all due deference to the 

Chair, it has always been one o’clock, I think. 
I may be mistaken; but | think that has been the | 
rule. 
The VICE PRESIDENT. The usage has been | 
for some time back that one o’clock has been the | 
hour for calling the special orders, when the Sen- | 
ate met at twelve, and at twelve o’clock when the || 
Senate meet at eleven. 

Mr. GWIN. If the morning hour expires at 
twelve o’clock, I shall not insist on my motion, 
because I have something to say, and I do not 
want to be cut off by the expiration of the morn- 
ing hour. I withdraw the motion. 


REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 


Mr. SEBASTIAN, from the Committee on 
Indian Affairs, to whom was referred the bill (S. 
No. 171) to provide for the examination and pay- 
ment of certain claims of citizens of Georgia and 
Alabama, on account of losses sustained by dep- 
redations of the Creek Indians, asked to be dis- 
charged from its further consideration; which was 
agreed to. 

He also, from the same committee, to whom 
was referred the memorial of Eleazer Williams, 
praying that a sum intended to have been secured 
to him by the terms of a treaty between the Uni- 
ted States and the St. Regis tribe of Indians, in 
consideration of his services and expenses in their 
behalf, but unjustly withheld from him through 
the interposition of others, may now be paid to 
him, asked to be discharged from its further con- 
sideration; which was agreed to. 

He also, from the same committee, to whom 
was referred the petition and papers of David Bris- 
ter and others, citizens of Texas, praying com- 
pensation for property taken from them by the 
Comanche and det tribes of Indians, asked to 
be discharged from its further consideration; which 
was agreed to. 

He also, from the same committee, to whom 
was referred the memorial of Susan E. Gordon, 
widow of George Fisher, deceased, praying for 
the passage of such measures as may be neces- 
sary to execute the joint resolution of June ], 
1860, asked to be discharged from its further con- 
sideration; which was agreed to. 

He also, from the same committee, to whom 
was referred the papers in relation to the claims 
of the heirs of persons killed at the Mountain 
Meadows, in Utah Territory, for property lost, 
asked to be discharged from its further consider- 
ation; which was agreed to. 

He also, from the same committee, to whom 
was referred the petition of Leonard J. Rose, 
praying indemnity for property stolen and de- 
stroyed by the Indians, asked to be discharged 
from its further consideration; which was agreed 
to. 

He also, from the same committee, to whom 
were referred the papers relating to the claim of 
Louis Roberts, praying for indemnification for 
losses sustained by him by the burning of certain 
Indian supplies while being transported to the 
country in November, 1855, asked to be discharged 
from its further consideration; which was agreed 
to 





He also, from the same committee, to whom 
was referred the memorial of Barrow, Porter & | 
Crenshaw, contractors for carrying the mails from | 
Kansas City, Missouri, to Stockton, California, 
praying indemnity for mails stolen by the Indians, 
asked to be discharged from its further considera- 
tion; which was agreed to. 

He also, from the same committee, to whom | 
was referred a resolution of the Legislature of | 
Arkansas, in favor of a modification of the laws | 
of Congress regulating trade and intercourse with 
the Indians, asked to be discharged from its further 
consideration; which was agreed to. 

He also, from the same committee, to whom 
was referred the memorial of the representatives 
of the Choctaw nation of Indians, in general coun- 
cil assembled, praying for the payment of the 
amount due to the Choctaws under the treaty of 





ther consideration; which was agreed to. 

He also, from the same committee, to whom 
was referred the memorial of the Legislature of 
Wisconsin in relation to the affairs of the Indian 
tribes in that State, asked to be discharged from 
its farther consideration; which was agreed to. 

He also, from the same committee, to whom 
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was referred the petition of Robert Perkins, pray- 
ing indemnity for property stolen and destroyed 
by the Indians, asked to be discharged from tts 
further consideration; which was agreed to. 

He also, from the same committee, to whom 
was referred the petition of Jeel and Thomas R. 
Hedgpeth, praying indemnity for losses occa- 
sione Indian depredations, asked to be dis- 
charged from its further consideration; which was 
agreed to. 

He also, from the same committee, to whom was 
referred the memorial of the principal chief and 
his associates, representatives of the Cherokee 
nation of Indians, praying that the President of 
the United States may be authorized to purchase 
that portion of their territory known as the neu- 
tral land, asked to be discharged from its further 
consideration; which was agreed to. 

He also, from the same committee, to whom 
were referred the papers in relation to claims of 
citizens of Texas, to indemnify for depredations 
committed by the Indians, asked to be discharged 
from their furtherconsideration; which was agreed 
to. 

He also, from the same committee, to whom was 
referred a report of the Secretary of the Interior, 
communicating additional information in relation 
to depredations committed by Indians upon citi- 
zens of Butte county, California, asked to be dis- 
charged from its further consideration; which was 
agreed to. 

He also, from the same committee, to whom 


was referred a letter of the Secretary of the Inte- * 


rior, communicating, in compliance with a reso- 
lution of the Senate of March 3, 1859, a copy of 
the report of the Commissioner of Indian Affairs, 
in relation to depredations committed by the In- 
dians upon the citizens of Butte county, Califor- 
nia, asked to be discharged from its further con- 
sideration; which was agreed to. 

He also, from the same committee, to whom 
was referred the memorial of Thomas Brown, 
administrator of George Fisher, deceased, of 
Florida, protesting against the repeal of the act 
of Congress of June 1, 1860, which provided for 
the adjustment of the accounts of said deceased, 
asked to be discharged from its further consider- 
ation; which was agreed to. 


BILLS BECOME LAWS. 

A message from the President of the United 
States, by Mr. GrossBrenner, his Secretary, an- 
nounced that the President of the United States 
approved and signed, on the 18th instant, the fol- 
lowing bills: 

An act (S. No. 125) for the relief of John Pee- 
bles; and 

An act (S. No. 274) for the relief of Townsend 
Harris, or his heirs, or legal representatives. 

Also, that the President this day approved and 
signed an act (S. No. 154) for the relief of Ran- 
dall Pegg. 

J. RANDOLPH CLAY. 


Mr. FOSTER. I ask the Senate to take up the 
joint resolution (H. R. No. 5f authorizing the 
proper accounting officers of the Treasury to re- 
vise and adjust the account of John Randolph 
Clay, United States minister to Peru. Itis very 
short, and I believe it will lead to ne debate. It 
is a resolution which was referred by the Senate 
to the Committee on Foreign Relations, and has 
been reported back without amendment, [| am 
not aware that there is any objection to it from 
= quarter. 

he motion was agreed to; and the joint reso- 
lution (H. R. No. 5) authorizing the proper ac- 
counting officers of the Treasury to revise and 
adjust the account of John Randolph Clay, Uni- 
ted States minister to Peru, was considered as in 
Committee of the Whole. 

Mr. TRUMBULLand Mr. HALE. Read the 

report in that case. 

he Secretary read the report made, from the 
Committee on Foreign Relations of the House of 
Representatives, from which it appears that Mr. 
— was appointed chargé d’affaires of the Uni- 
ted States to Peru on the 17th day of August, 
1847, and served in that capacity until the Ist of 
July, 1853, at which time he was appointed envoy 
extraordinary and minister plenipotentiary to the 
same Court, and has continued in the discharge of 
the duties of said last-mentioned office ever since. 
Under the acts of Congress creating the offices of 
foreign missions, and making appropriations to 
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pay the salaries of foreign ministers, no place is 
designuted where their salaries are to be paid. But 
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under Jong-established usage, sustained by the | 


opinion of the Attorney General, (Mr. Mason,) in 
the case of Henry A. Wise, United States minister 
to Brazil, foreign ministers are entitled to receive 
their salaries at the place to which they are accred- 
ited. Instead of sending the money to pay their 
salaries, they have been directed to draw on the 
Treasury or certain bankers in London; and where 
they have suffered a loss in the sale of such drafts, 
the Treasury Department, upon satisfactory proof 
being made, have, since 1846, paid the 71 ica 
between the amount of the proceeds of such drafts 
and the salary due, as ‘loss in exchange.”’ 
Clay has drawn on the Treasury and the London 
bankers for his salary, as directed by the Govern- 
ment. In presenting his accounts, he has never 


charged or been allowed anything as loss in ex- | 
Sometime in the year 1859, Mr. Clay | 


change. 
presented an account to the Treasury Department 
for amounts which he claimed to have allowed as 
loss in exchange. ‘The Department declined to 


Mr. | 


GLOBE. 





February 19, 





pave him of the just and equitable settlement of Mr. HALE. We spall have eve 


1iS Case. 

Mr. SEWARD. I think the honorable Sena- 
tor from Iilmois labors under a misapprehension 
in regard to one part of the subject, as he pre- 
sents it. My recollection is, that, in the Commit- 
tee on Foreign Relations, we have always under- 


stood that the Government pays its agents abroad || 


in funds at par in the country or place where they 
are staioned, and thatitmakes up the deficiency 
of exchange. It is clearly just; and that has been 
the uniform course of the State Department for a 
great many years. | know we have had the sub- 
ject before us,as the Senator says, and have come 
to that conclusion. I think he falls into an error 
in supposing that there have been cases in which 
& premium was received and paid over to us. The 
remittances are always made in funds 

Mr. DOUGLAS. The Senator will permit me. 
I cannot call to mind the cases that have come be- 
fore us. What I mean is, that the committee have 





_ always held that the true rule was, that the min- 


examine and adjust his account, upon the ground | 
that his case came within a rule long since adopted | 


by the Department, ** that settlements of accounts 
of individuals against the United States are not to 
be opened for readjustment at the instance of such 
individuals, unless new and distinct facts are 
shown by legal and sufficient evidence, to justify 
such opening and resettlement; but the committee 
do not think that the neglect of Mr. Clay to charge 
the amounts claimed as loss in exchange in the 
accounts which he was required to render, ought 


| not happen. 


ister should receive the par value of his salary at 
the place where he was; and where there was 
a deficiency, it should be made up; and where 
there was a premium, it should be deducted; but 
whether the case of a premium has come before 
us, I do not know. 


Mr.SEWARD. The Senator isright. It would 
In England, where the exchange is 


| in our favor, we pay, through our agents there, 


in Englishfunds. In other countries the exchange 


is always against us, even€n countries where it 


to be construed as an abandonment of any such || 


claim, or that he can ene be charged with knowl- | 
aim would be considered 


edge of the fact that his c 
by the Department as coming within the rule 
above stated. 


would seem that itought to be otherwise, because 
theirexchange is with London, and our exchange 
has always been on London again, and there we 


| have put the funds at par; and I see no reason 


|| why the same thing should not be done here. 


The joint resolution was reported to the Senate | 


without amendment. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. I have listened to the report; 
and I take occasion to say that the rule laid down 
by the committee is the clear rule established in 
all cases for the payment of the salaries of our 
diplomatic agents. Where they are compelled te 
sell the drafts at a discount, the Government sus- 
tains the loss; where they sell the drafts at a 
premium, the Government deducts the premium. 
Phis is meee applying to Mr. Randolph Clay 

1 


the rule which the Committee on Foreign Rela- 


Mr. FOSTER. It is not, as I believe, Mr. 
President, the case that this account was closed, 
except that there was that partial closing of ac- 
counts which is always made up between the De- 
partment and the foreign minister quarterly, the 
final closing of the accounts being reserved until 
the close of the mission. At that time, when the 
minister seeks to have his account closed for the 
whole, he puts them into his account charges of 


_ exchange, that, in point of time, chronologically, 


tions has, I understand, universally applied in | 


all cases, for years past. I think it is a just and 
equitable claim, and I do not think he ought to 
be debarred by the fact that the Department once 
decided against him, and a new Secretary, when 
he came in, refused to open the account out of 
deference to a former Secretary. 

Mr. HALE. ‘1 should like the Senator from 
Illinois, if it is in his power, to state a case that 


he ever knew or heard of, or that there is any | 


tradition of, where any money was paid into the 
Treasury by one of these ministers on account of 
his draft being sold at a premium. 
the uniform praa@ice. 
Mr. DOUGLAS. 
of cases either way. 
been upon the Committee on Foreign Relations, 


I cannot now give the names 


During the period I have | 


He says itis | 


we have had this identical question before us Ume || 


and again, and have uniformly decided that the 
just and equitable rule was, if the minister is com- 
pelled to sell his drafts at a discount, that he 
should have the real amount of his salary where 


he was; and if he got a premium, the Government | 


should gain by it. There is a great difference be- 
tween the different missions. At some places 
there is a heav 
premium, and 

of State takes cognizance of the premium and the 


discount, and adjusts the salary accordingly, I | 


do not know anything of this case, and feel no in- 
terest init. I never heard of it before, but I un- 
derstand from the report that the unly objection 
now to the State Department paying the dom is 
that a previous Secretary had closed the accounts, 
and itis the rule in the Department for one Secre- 
tary not to reopen the accounts of a previous one, 
although there may have been but a few days be- 


tween the settlement of the account and thec ange 


in the office of Secretary of State. If the only o 

jection to settling the account according to the 
rinciples of justice and equity and the rules of the 
Jepartment, 18 that there was a sudden change in 


the Department, I do not think that fact should de- | 


discount, and at others a large | 
understand that the Department | 





_ case here, and they were not allowed. 


That is the 
All that 
there is in this resolution, is to allow the account 
to be settled as a whole; the previous settlements 
being the quarterly settlements, which have never 
been understood as a closing and adjusting of the 
account, but only partially. This is to have the 
account simply closed, as has been the practice 
until] a very recent period. 

Mr. HALE. Will some member of the Com- 
mittee on Foreign Relations tell me when this rule 
was adopted? Has it always prevailed? 

Mr. SEWARD. Always. nn twenty-five or 
thirty years, certainly. 

Mr. HALE. This was an office that this man 
held from August, 1847, to July, 1853, it seems 
from the report; so that it is eight years since it 
terminated. If the rule always prevailed, he knew 
it at the time, and the accounting officers knew 
it; but his accounts, such as he presented, were 
audited and allowed, and he made no charge of 
this sort. Sir, pass this bill, and you will have 
every account of every diplomatic agent, from the 
beginning of the Government, down upon you. 
Where the thing is once settled, and he has made 
no claim, I am opposed to opening it. 

Mr. GWIN. Ywill say to the eois that this 
gentleman has been absent all the time. He has 
been in the foreign service for thirty years. He 
has not been in thie United States for a great num- 
ber of years, and has only come here recently. It 
is well known that a gentleman absent in foreign 
countries, and in South America especially, has 
a very bad chance to have a case brought before 
Congress, or acted on atall. He is setiling the 
whole of his accounts. 

Mr. POLK. I think the Senator from New 
Hampshire will find that the claim comes down 
to a later date than the last one that he speci- 
fied. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. He was chargé at that 
time, and since then has been full minister. 

Mr. FOSTER. He is still minister, except 
that he has been recalled within a very short time, 
in consequence of disturbances between our Gov- 
ernment and Peru. 


would come into a former quarter. 





————a 


ty account 
we have ever settled on us, if we pass this bill. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The question ig 
on the third reading of the joint resolution. 

Mr. SIMMONS. I should like to hear the 
joint resolution read, to see how much it amounts 
| to. 

The Secretary read it. 
The joint resolution was ordered to a third 


|| reading—ayes twenty-five; ifoes notcounted. It 





| was read the third time, and passed. 
MISSION OF PEACE FROM VIRGINIA. 


| 
The VICE PRESIDENT. The hour of twelye 
having arrived, the Chair will call up the special 
order. The special order set for to-day was the 
message of the President communicating to the 
Senate a series of resolutions adopted by the Le- 
gislature of Virginia, on which the Senator from 
Massachusetts has the floor; but the unfinished 
business of yesterday takes precedence, being 
the tariff bill. 
Mr. WILSON. I move that the message be 
postponed to Thursday at one o’clock. 
Mr. LANE. I was not fortunate enough to get 
| the floor when this message was last under con- 
sideration. It was my desire to speak then, oras 
soon as possible. ‘The Senator from Massachu- 
setts, however, got the floor, and moved to post- 
| pone it until Monday—if I recollect aright—then 
until Tuesday, and now until Thursday. The 
session is coming to a close, and I am very anx- 
ious to have a few moments to speak on this mes- 
sage. If the Senator will say that he will be ready 
on Thursday, and that I may have an opportu- 
| nity to follow him them, I shall be very much 
obliged to him, so that there may be some cer- 
| tainty about the matter. 


Mr. WILSON. I have been prepared to speak 
for weeks upon this question, as far as I make 
| any preparation; and p cece have done so, had it 
not been for the pressure of the important meas- 
ures which are before us. I have consented, at 
| the solicitation of our friends here, to postpone 
speaking upon the question ng after day. I 
| should be glad to go on to-day; but we have the 
tariff, and we have important bills, important to 
| the Government, and™we have not tume to con- 
sider them. I propose to put it off until Thurs- 
| day, in the hope that this will be acted on, and 
that then we may obtain a few hours for the mes- 
| sage of the President. If we cannot do so, I will 
| unite with the Senator from Oregon in holding an 
| evening session to consider this question, as there 
are several Senators who desire to speak on the 
eneral subject. I hope it gvill be postponed until 
hursday. and then I will try the best I can to 
get it : 

Mr. LANE. Ido not want to interpose any 
objection; but I want it distinctly understood that 
I believe I was entitled to the floor on this mes- 
sage before this time. I was directly and per- 
sonally assailed when the message was last up, 
and I thought it was my right to have an oppor- 
tunity to reply then; but not being fortunate 
| enough to get the floor, as I said before, [ now 
desire that some agreement shall be made that 
will fix a time when I can have the floor; and if 
the Senator’s purpose is to delay this, to put it 
off from time to ume, until the Bas of this ses- 
sion, it is not fair to me. 

Mr. WILSON. I will say to the Senator from 
Oregon, that I certainly have no desire to keep 
him from the floor. My only-desire is to put 
along the important and necessary business of the 
session. Now, I propose to put this message 
over until Thursday. If we cannot get the time 
then, I will propose that the Senate hold an even- 
ing session, and he can have the floor, and sev- 
eral of us may speak upon this subject; but the 
Senator must know that at this stage of the 
session we are crowded beyond measure with 

important bills that cannot be put off. 

Mr. LANE. I have not another word to say, 
only this: I shall be very much obliged to the 
Senator if he will agree now that when this mes- 

_ sage comes up for consideration on Thursday, if 
he is not ready to speak, he will allow me the 





rivilege. 
7 Mr. WILSON. I shall be ready to speak, if 
the Senate will be ready to hear me. I will make 
the effort, at any rate. 
Mr. LANE, When thisis agreed upon between 
us, [ imagine the Senate will not interpose any 
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objection to the consideration of this message; | 


go en. . 
“= HALE, The Senator will have my aid to 
get the floor. I hope the business of the Senate 
will be suspended when one of these Democrats 
wants to speak to another, [Laughter.] 





THE CO 


| m4 ; + + : . ra 
| enrolled bill and joint resolution; and they were 
but will allow the Senator the privilege of speak- || 


signed by the Vice President. 

A bill CH. R. No. 892) making appropriations 
for the legislative, executive, and judicial expen- 
ses of the Government for the year ending June 


30, 1862; and 


The VICE PRESIDENT. Does the Senator | 


indicate twelve or one o’clock on Thursday ? 

Mr. WILSON. One o’clock. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. It is moved that 
the message of the President be postponed, and 
made the special order for Thursday at oneo’clock. 

The motion was agreed to. 


SPECIAL ORDER. 
The VICE PRESIDENT. The special order 


now before the Senate is the tariff bill. , 
Mr. GWIN. Iask that the Senate will con- | 


A joint resolution (H.R. No. 5) authorizing 
the proper accounting officers of the Treasury to 
revise and adjust the account of John Randolph 


| Clay, United States Minister to Peru. 


sider a resolution that I send up. || 


Mr. FESSENDEN., I object. 

Mr. GWIN. If the Senator will allow it to 
be read, he will not object. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. I object. 

Mr. GWIN. I shall have it read for inform- | 
ation. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. It can only be 
done by unanimous consent, unless the Senator 
makes a motion to postpone the bill before the 
Senate. 

Mr. GWIN,. I will make that motion; and 
then read the resolution myself,as my reason 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator from 
California moves to postpone the special order. 

Mr. GWIN. My reason for desiring to post- 
pone it is, that I wish to offer a resolution of this 
description: 

Resolved, That, for the residue of the session, the special 
or general orders of the day shall not be called until one 


o’clock. 

That will give two hours every morning for 
miscellaneous business, which is just as import- 
ant as the heavy business before the Senate, which | 
we always take up at one o’clock. It will enable 
us to dispose of the tariff question, the appropri- 
ation bills, &nd other important questions, and | 
have two hours for miscellaneous business. My 
desire was to facilitate business; and I hope the 
special order or the unfinished business will go 
over, to give me an opportunity to make this 
motion. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator from 
California moves to postpone the unfinished busi- 
ness, with a view to take up the resolution he has 





Mr. SIMMONS. I hope not. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. object to it. It must | 
lie over one day if the resolution be objected to. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator can | 
move to postpone the special order, notwithstand- 
ing. 

The motion was agreed to; there being, on a | 
division—ayes 19, noes 16. 

Mr. GWIN. Now,I hope there will be no 
objection to the consideration of the resolution. 

he VICE PRESIDENT. The special order 

is postponed; and the Senator from California 
offers his resolution, and asks for its considera- 
tion to-day. 

Mr. CAMERON. [I object. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. Objection being | 
made, it must lie over. 


SEIZURE OF AMERICAN VESSELS BY PERU. 


Mr. HEMPHILL. I move to take up the res- | 
olution I offered yesterday, requesting the Presi- | 
dent to send in the correspondence between this | 
Government and the Government of Peru, in re- | 
lation to the seizure of certain vessels. 

The motion was agrced to; and the resolution | 
was considered and agreed to, as follows: 

Resolved, That the President be requested to furnish the | 
Senate with copies of any correspondence with the Gov- 
ernment of Peru, in relation to the seizure by that Govern- | 
ment of vessels belonging to citizens of the United States. 


RECOMMITTAL OF A BILL. 
On motion of Mr. POWELL, it was 
Ordered, That the bill (H. R. No. 654) granting a pen- 


sion to Thomas Booue be recommitted to the Committee 
on Pensions. 


ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED. 


A message from the House of Representatives, 
by Mr. Fexnsy, its Clerk, announced that the | 
Speaker of the House had signed the following | 


HOUSE BILLS REFERRED. 

The following the bill from the House of Rep- 
resentatives were severally read twice by their 
titles, and referred as indicated below: 

A bill (No. 537) for the relief of Katharine K. 
Rus§ell—to the Committee on Pensions. 


A bill (No. 984) for the reliefof Thomas Fors- | 


ter—to the Committee on Claims. 
A bill (No. 999) to amend ‘An act cupple- 


mentary to an act approved March 3, 1855, to | 


organize an institution for the insane of the Army 
and Navy and the District of Columbia in said 


|| District,’ approved February 7, 1857—to the 


Committee on the District of Columbia. 
A bill (No. 1001) f8r the relief of Edward 


Williams—to the Committee on Pensions. 
THE TARIFF BILL. 


Mr. DOOLITTLE. I move now that we take 
up the tariff bill and go on with that, 

The motion was agreed to; and the Senate, as 
in Committee of the Whole, resumed the consid- 
eration of the bill (H.R. No. 338) to provide for 
the payment of outstanding Treasury notes, to 


| authorize a loan, to regulate and fix the duties on 


imports, and for other purposes, the pending 


| question being on the amendment of Mr. Simmons 





to strike out the fourth section of the bill and 
ins@rt a substitute for it. 


Mr. GWIN. I have been requested—on the 


subject of the tariff, and all the votes that may be | 


taken to-day—to pair off with the Senator from | 
Vermont, [Mr. Cottamer,] who issick, and who 


cannot be brought to the Senate to vote on this 
question without serious inconvenience, and prob- 
ably danger. I have determined to accommodate 
that Senator, and therefore shall not vote on this, 
or any other question that comes up to-day, con- 
nected with this bill, as I have been paired off 
with him. 

Mr. SIMMONS. I move to amend the amend- 
ment by inserting in line seven, after the word 
‘tof’ the words “the bonds constituting the,’’ so 
as to read ‘‘the par value of the bonds constitut- 
ing the said stock;”’ and in the twenty-third line, 
to putin after the word “when,” the words “‘pay- 
ment in that mode is;’’ and then in the twenty- 
fourth line, after the word ‘*made,”’’ to insert “at 


their pe value in coin;’’ so that the notes may | 


pass for coin, when people want them. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Fosrrr 
in the chair.) The question is on the amendment 
as modified by the mover, 

Mr. BAYARD. Is it in order to move an 
amendment to the amendment now? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. 

Mr. BAYARD. I do not object to the amend- 
ment generally; but I think the sum of $20 is too 
small for a Treasury note. 1 move to strike out 
“twenty” in the tenth line and insert “ fifty.’”’ 

The question being taken, there were, on a 
division—ayes 8, noes 20; no quorum voting. 

Mr. BAYARD. [ask for the yeas and nays 
on my amendment. 

The yeas and nays were ordered, 

Mr. GREEN. I beg leave to make one remark. 


It is in order. | 


I shall vote in the affirmative; but [ think $50 | 


too small a sum. 
smallest Treasury note ever issued. 


The question being taken by yeas and nays, 


resulted—yeas 21, nays 22; as follows: 
YEAS—Messrs. Bayard, Bigler, Bragg, Bright, Cling- 


I think $100 ought to be the | 


man, Crittenden, Fitch, Green, Johnson of Arkansas, John- 
sun of Tennessee, Kennedy, King, Lane, Latham, Mason, | 


Nicholson, Polk, Powell, Rice, Sebastian, and Thomson— 
3 | 


NAYS—Messrs. Anthony, Bingham, Cameron, Chand- 
ler, Clark, Dixon, Doolittle, Fessenden, Foot, Foster, 


| Grimes, Hale, Harlan, Hemphill, Seward, Simmons, Sum- | 
| ner, Ten Eyck, Trumbull, Wade, Wilkinson, and Wilson— | 
» 


' 


So the amendment to the amendment was 


rejected. ‘ 
Mr.BAYARD. Ihave another amendment to 
propose. 1 shall vote against the amendmentas | 


| 
| 
| 
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it now stands, because I do not concvive thatthe 
United States ought to issue $20 notes to circu- 
late through this country as a currency; but the 
amendment which | shall now offer to the amend- 
ment, | presume will not be objected to, It is 
provided here that * itshall be at the option of the 
holders of the Treasury notes, hereby authorized 
by this act, to exchange the same for the stock 
herein authorized at par, and in lieu of which said 
‘Treasury notes were issued.’* I think there ought 
to be some limitation upon them. Under it cer- 
tificates of stock for $20 mad} be issued by the 
United States in exchange for the Treasury notes. 
I suppose that was not the intention of the amend- 
ment, though Ido not know. We have never yet 
issued certificates of stock for so small an amount 
as $20; and I think it would be preferable to insert 
a limitation as to the amount. I[ move to amend 


the amendment by adding this clause at the end 
of it: 


Provided, That no certificate shall be exchanged for 
Treasury notes in sums less than $1,000. 


Mr. SIMMONS and Mr. FESSENDEN. 


|| Say $500. 


Mr. DOUGLAS. We have never issued less 
than $1,000 bonds. 

"Mr. FESSENDEN. I think there will be no 
objection to the amendment, if the Senator will 
fix the limitation at $500. 

Mr. BAYARD. Well, say $500. I 
isfied with that. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. 
$1,000. 

Mr. BAYARD. I will stand by the amend- 
ment fixing it at $1,000; and if the Senate pre- 
fer $500, that will be no objection to me. I shali 
leave it to the Senate. 

Mr. CLARK. Is it in order to amend the 


am sat- 


I think it better to say 


| proposition of the Senator from Delaware ? 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

Mr. SIMMONS. [have no objection to having 
it $500; and if the Senator from Delaware will fix 
it at $500, I will vote to put in his proviso. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. I think it stands at $500 
now. I believe he put that in at my sugges- 
tion. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The amend- 
ment stands at $1,000. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. I thought the Senator 
adopted my suggestion to fix it at $500. 

, Mr. CLARK. He said he would try $1,000 
irst. 

The amendment to the amendment was re- 
jected. 

Mr. BAYARD. Now,I move the same amend- 
ment, with a modification of the amount, insert- 


Chair 


| thinks not. 


) ing $500 instead of $1,000. 


The amendment to the amendment was agreed 


0. 

Mr. SIMMONS. I move to amend, by strik- 
ing out the word * and,’’in line thirty-eight, and 
inserting the words, ‘for for bonds.’”? These 
Treasury notes will take the place of several Joans, 
and I want them to be paid for in bonds, if the 
holders desire to change them for all the loans. 
The amendment to the amendment was agreed 


t 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question 


| is on the amendment as it has been amended. 


The amendment of Mr. Simmons, as amended, 
is to strike out section four of the bill, after the 
enacting clause, and insert, in lieu thereof: 


That in case the proposals made for said Joan, or for so 
much thereof as the exigencies of the publie service shall 
require, shall not be satistactory, the President of the Uni- 
ted States shall be, and hereby is, authorized to decline to 
accept such offer if for less than the par valuc of tlie bonds 
constituting the said stock, and in lieu thereof, and to the 


| extent and amount of the loan authorized to be made by 


this act, to issue Treasury notes for sums noticss than $20, 
bearing interest at the rate of 6 per centum per annum, pay 


| able semi-annuaily on the Ist days of January and July in 


each year, at proper places of payment, to be prescribed by 
the Secretary, with the 2pproval of the President ; and un- 
der the like circumstances and conditions, the President of 
the United States is hereby authorized to substitute Treas- 
ury notes of equal amount for the whole or any part of any 
of the loans for which he is now by law authorized to con- 
tractand issue bonds. And the Treasury notes so issued 
under the authority herein given, shall be received in pay- 
ment for all debts due to the United States when offered, 
and in like manner shall be given in payment tor any sum 
due from the United States when payment in that mode is 
requested by the person to whom payment is to be made, 
at their par value in coin. And the faith of the United 
States is hereby pledged for the due payment of the inter 

est and the redemption of the principal of the stock or Treas- 
ury notes which may be issued under the authority of this 
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act; aud the sum of $20,000 is hereby appropriate 
any money in the Treasury not otherwise appropriated, to 
av the expenses of preparing the certificates of stock or 
Treasury nutes herein authorized, to be done in the usual 
mode and under the restrictions as to employment and pay- 
ment of officers contained in the laws authorizing former 
loans and issues of ‘Treasury notes ; and it shall be at the 
option of holders of the Treasury notes hereby authorized 
by this act, to exchange the same for the stock herein au- 
thorized, at par, or for bonds, in lieu of which said Treas- 
ury notes were issued: Provided, That no certificate shall 
be exchanged for Treasury notes in sums less than $500. 


Mr. CRITTENDEN. I wish to say a word 
on this amendment It seems to me that the ef- 
fect, if not the object of it, must be to establish in 
the country an irredeemable paper currency, is- 
sued by the Government. It professes that these 
Treasury notes shall be paid out only to such 
creditors as desire to receive them. wonder 
what class of creditors are looked to as those who 
will be willing to receive a depreciated currency ? 


You are only to issue them in the event that your | 


credit will not enable you to borrow money at 6 
percent. ‘That is the state of the case you sup- 
pose. Six per cent., or 8 percent., or 10 percent. 
might be satisfactory to the President; but if, in 
his judgment, the rate upon which you can ob- 
tain money upon your credit is not satisfactory, 
then, finding that you have no credit, you are te 
issue your paper. This is a very easy way, nom- 
es of supplying the want of credit. When 
you have ascertained that you have notthe credit 
to obtain it at a reasonable price, you issue your 
Paper upona marketin which sania no credit? 

hat can be hoped from such a measure as 
this? I appeal to my friend from Rhode Island: 
what can you expect from it? Who will take 
your paper? Nobody that consults his interest 
will take your paper. Your own premises lead 
irresistibly to hat conclusion—that your paper 
would be of less value than silver, snd it is there- 
fore that you issue it. How will it get into cir- 
culation, but at the loss of him who takes it; and 
upon what poets of human action are you to 
expect anybody to be willing to take it for the 
same amount due to him in money? Nobody, 
unless you suppose that there are aclass of Gov- 
ernment creditors so far under the influence of 
Government that they will be influenced against 
their will to receive shoes notes. 

This would be a forced as well as an irredeem- 
able currency thrown upon the country; and, sir, 
to the extent that you could enforce its circula- 
tion, what would be the effect of it? The effect 
of it would be, to that same extent to displace the 
more valuable currency from circulation, That 
is always the law of such currency; the more 
valuable is put aside, and the less valuable is 
used and put off into other hands. Its tendency 











T 3 . ’ <a 
d,outof || of the interest is to be semi annual; but it is not 


|| said when the principal shall be paid; but by ref- 
erence perhaps to the loan, it is to be paid when | 


| the loan will be paid, if we could obtainit. If, by 
| that reference, we are not to limit the time when 
the notes are to be paid, there is no time fixed 
| when they shall be paid. Itis commencing the same 
| sortof career, and we are exactly on the highway 
_ that led to the issue of continental paper in the 
| days of our great revolutionary necessities. We 
| are not so low, it seems to me, that we are com- 
| pelled to enter upon that course; therefore, sir, I 
_am opposed to the amendment altogether. Its 
_ object 1s to issue these Treasury notes as low as 
| $20, ae with the hope that they are to be- 
| come a circulating medium in the country. It is 
| to that I object. 
Mr. BAYARD. I will move further to amend 
the amendment by inserting a limitation in point 
of time. I shall vote against the amendment any- 
how, because I regard it as providing for a paper 
| currency; but I think the power to issue these 
| notes should be limited to the 30th of December, 
1861. That will give time for the meeting of an- 
, other Congress. I do not like to give an unlim- 
| ited power of this kind, requiring the repeal of 
| the power by positive legislation, unless the ne- 
| cessity absolutely callsfor it. In the present con- 
dition of the country, and the present embarrassed 
state of the Treasury, it may be that, in order to 
procure money to carry on the Government, notes 
should be issued by the Treasury of the United 
States, and payments made in that mode; but 
surely, we ought not tq make that a permanent 
power; it ought to last only from Congress to Con- 
gress; and | therefore move further to amend the 
amendment by adding: 
And provided further, That the authority to issue the said 
Treasury notes, or give the same in payment for debts gue 


from the United States, shall be limited to the 30th day of 
December, 1861. 


Mr. SIMMONS. I hope that amendment will 
not prevail. There isan amendment, I believe, 
in some part of this bill, offered by the Senator 
from Maryland, that none of these notes shall be 
- for the expenses of the current fiscal year. 

ow, the Senator from Delaware proposes to ter- 
minate their issue on the 30th December next. 
That will be one day short of six months for the 
use of them; and I think, if we consult the views 
of gentlemen not over-friendly to the proposition 
itself, we shall, before we get through, have the 
power limited toa month. I should like to make 
a suggestion to the Senator from Kentucky. Va- 
rious loan bills are authorized, and it is doubtful 
whether the money can be got withouta very large 
discount on the amount of the bonds. There is 








is to expel money, as far as you can do so, by the || a feverish state of anxiety among money-lenders 


use of a less valuable currency, altogether injuri- 
ous to the public; more injurious in all its con- 
sequences than any imaginable rate of interest 
which you would be obliged to give to hire or 
borrow money. Asa measure of economy, there- 


| 


| that may induce them to withhold their money, 


unless they can get very extravagant rates for it. 
The Senator says that this is commencing a sort 
| of continental paper money system. How many 
times have that Senator and myself voted for issu- 





fore, it does not seem to be wise, and it seems to || ing Treasury notes when the Government was 
me to be forbidden by all the laws that condemn | 


cially when that 


an irredeemable SOTHO Fe es 
xe Government of the 


currency is issued by t 
country. a 
[ think it will be nugatory, in the first place, as 
regards the Government; that they cannot avail 
themselves of such a measure to any useful ex- 
tent. If they can, then it will be injurious to the 
eople of the country for the reasons I have stated. 
think, therefore, if the time has come when our 
credit is so far impaired in the public markets of 
the world that we Lave to give a higher price than 


is satisfactory, for money, we had better, all the | 


consequences considered, incur that loss at once 
than introduce into the currency of the country a 
disorder more injuriougin its result than any rate 
of interest you could give. 

I desire to afford every facility to the incoming 
Administration to maintain itself, and to maintain 
all the branches of the public service profitably to 
the country, and advantageously and beneficially 
tothe country. That! desire; butit seems to me, 
that this measure must fail of its effect; that it is 
objectionable, not only because it will produce no 
beneficial results, and will not obtain for the 
Government any of the advantages which money 
would, but in its consequences, it will be more 
injurious than the highest price you can give for 
money. When are these notes to pre e? Itis 
not specified in this amendment. The payment 


| short of funds? Ever since we have been here, 


|| invariably. I recollect that, in 1841, the Govern- 





| 








ment was crippled in its finances, and we made a 
loan and issued Treasury notes. When we came 
| sion, we authorized the issue of Treasury notes, 
and they have been reissued and reissued; and 
the very first month of the session we authorized 
another issue of Treasury notes because the loans 
would not be taken. Have they not answered the 
purposes for which they were issued ? 
very one knows that although a man might 
not be willing to take a bond for Ce rere 
twenty years ahead, he would take $1,000 of 
Treasury notes when he could use them any time 
he had occasion to use them in the payment of 
Government dues. It isa very different species 
of paper from that which is payable twenty years 





| ahead. It is always convertible if a man has any 
| transactions with the Government. 


Mr.SEWARD. Will the Senator allow me to |} wou 


ask him a question? 

Mr. SIMMONS. Certainly. 

Mr. SEWARD. Does not this amendment 
propose that the holder of the Treasury note may 


| fund it? 


| 


} 
; 


Mr. SIMMONS. Certainly. That is the very 


|| object. Whenever money becomes easy, and con- 


fidence is restored, the holder may convert the 
notes into the bonds we have authorized. That 
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| here, in 1857, at the very first month of the ses- | 





| 


| 
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is just the object; butif these times of trouble and 
agitation, I had almost said of intentional agita- 
tion, disturbing the minds of moneyed men, con. 
|| tinue a year, do not let us stop the Government. 
do not let us be nae about bonds payalile 
|| twenty years ahead, and begging for money. Let 
the people who are willing to trust this Govern. 
ment take these notes. I tell you there are mij- 
| lions of them; honest, true-hearted men, lovers of 
theircountry and their Government, laboring men, 
all kinds of men, who will take these notes. The 
are not a currency, because they will bear inter. 
est. When we have issued Treasury notes hith- 
erto for a currency—and I[ have seen them afloat 

—they were at ] mill per cent., one tenth of I per 

cent. per annum, so that the interest could never 

amount to anything of consequence. Then, they 
|| were acurrency; but these notes are to bear 6 per 
cent. interest. They will not pass from hand to 
hand. 

Certainly this is no new expedient in this Gov- 
ernment. During the last war, Treasury notes 
were circulated, and the Government issued 7 per 
cent. Treasury notes, and sold them at 62; cents 
on the dollar, and took their pay in Baltimore 
money that was at 25 per cent. discount. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN. Will my friend from 
Rhode Island permit me to ask him upon what 
time are these notes to be issued ? 

Mr. SIMMONS. They are to be payable in 
the same time that the stock was that they are 
issued in lieu of, of course. 


Mr. CRITTENDEN. That would be twenty 


ears. 
. Mr. SIMMONS. They are not to be payable 
in cash until twenty years are up. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN. And you propose to 
issue a note for $20, payable twenty years ahead. 

Mr. SIMMONS. No, sir; we do not say when 
they shall be paid. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN. Is the President to issue 
them payable at any time he pleases? 

Mr. SIMMONS. I have no objection to putting 
in that they shall be redeemable at the pleasure 
of the Government. o 

Mr. CRITTENDEN. The question is, how 
does this amendment regulate it, or is it regulated 
at all? 

Mr. SIMMONS. It is regulated by the time 
the bonds are payable. 

Mr. CRIT ENDEN. So I suppose. What 
time is that? 


Mr. SIMMONS. Twenty years. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN. Heis toissue a Treas- 
ury note to run twenty years? 

r. SIMMONS. Ys, sir. 

oi CRITTENDEN. That is what I under- 
stand. 

Mr. SIMMONS. [should like to know what 
difficulty there is in having a Treasury noté draw- 
ing interest for twenty years, any more than a 
bond drawing interest for twenty years. 

Mr. SEWARD. Ora bank note. 

Mr. SIMMONS. A bank note does not draw 
interest. I have no particular partiality for Treas- 
ury notes; but if we cannot get money for our 
bonds at par, I propose to make it optional with 
the President either to take it at a discount, or to 
issue these notes; and I should like to ask if itis 
not proper for any Executive to have that option. 
If the bonds should be taken at 98 or 99, it might 
be a question whether he had not better submit 
to 1 or 2 per cent. for twenty years; but he can- 
not issue these notes provided the stock is taken 
at par. That is the provision. If the bidding is 
at par for the 6 per cent. stock, he hasno right 
to issue these notes. Itis only in the contingency 
that the par value is not offered for the bonds; and 
that he thinks the public interests will be sub- 
served by issuing the notes, that he is to put out 
Treasury notes. When the Secretary of the Treas- 
ury advertises for these bonds, if offers should be 
made at 99, I have no doubt the President would 
accept them just as the Senator from Kentucky 

fa, and put out the money in bonds for large 
sums, rather than these Treasury notes, which 
cost something to issue, and it takes many of them 
to make $1,000. If the terms bid for the loan are 
ruinous and exacting, [ want the Government to 
have some other opportunity to seek another class 
of men—men who do not deal in millions, and 
who have small sums that they would like to loan 
their Government. It is for their convenience. 





I happened to read this morning, in a Ken- 
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tucky paper, some items in regard to this matter 
of currency. The circulation 1s a subject of con- 
tinual agitation. jard 
about but what one class of politicians would 
blame the banks for having too much circulation 
out, and another for having too little. I see that 
the Senate of Kentucky have undertaken to lec- 
ture their banks for having too little paper money 
afloat according to their basis. We know that, 
if they had much more paper out than they had 
specie, they would be lectured for having too 
much out. If they do not get out enough, they 
are lectured for that. You cannot get any paper 
money but what is subject to be lectured by men 
who make lecturing their business, and who are 
never satisfied with the banks or the bankers; 
who always insist that the banks have either too 
much or too little money afloat. You cannot fix | 
it any way to suit them. I see thatthe banks of 
Kentucky have out about $9,000,000 of paper 
on a basis of about $5,000,000 of coin; and the 
Senate of Kentucky have called them to order to 
see whether or not they ought not to discount 
$4,000,000 more. The difficulty is, that they do 
not discount paper. It is not because they have 
not money, but the banks are a little cautious | 
about paper now; and men who cannot get money 
at the banks want the State to interpose and mak 
the banks lend money on poor paper. It will be 
so always. We ought to try and take care of the 
Government; let them have the means of sustain- 
ing themselves without ruinous loans. That is 
all this amendment proposes. 

Mr. BAYARD. It is difficult to see the con- | 
nection between the operations of the banks of 
Kentucky and the Treasury of the United States, 
in reference to the amendment of the Senator from 
Rhode Island, ormy amendmenttoit. Hisamend- 
ment proposes to give a power, connected with an 
emergency, in relation to our fiscal affairs. Itis 
always the case, where we issue Treasury notes, | 
that we limit their issue to a certain time. I pro- 
pose to limit the power, in this case, until an- 
other Congress will have time to continue them 
—for that is all they would have to do—if they 
find that the existing state of things in the coun- 
try at that time requires the continuance. I do 
not propose to affect the notes that have been 
issued; but to take away the power, after the 
30th of December, 1861, to issue any more notes, 
or pay them out; not to prevent the redemption of 
those that stand out or have been previously 
issued. 
The honorable Senator makes it an objection 





to this amendment of mine, that it only gives the 
power for six months. It ought not to be given 
for more than six months, or three months, if the 
emergency does not extend beyond that time. 
There will be a Congress in session (whether you | 
have an extra session or not) before that time; | 
and all they will have to do, if the condition of 

the country requires the extension of time within | 
which it may be within the power of the Execu- | 
tive to issue these notes, will be to extend it by a | 
few lines of legislation, to pass a bill saying that 
the time shall be extended for solong. But have 
we ever before issued a Treasury note without | 
limiting the time within which it should be issued | 
by the Government? Here you propose, in this | 
amendment, unrestricted, togive the general power 
to the Government, without limiting the time, to 
issue Treasury notes in payment of its duties, | 
and to that extent to take the place of money. I | 
do not think that that is a proper discretion to | 
trust to any Executive. I do not see the neces- 
sity of that, arising out of the emergency. If the 
credit of the Government, under existing circum- 
stances, is unable to procure the loan at par, the 
idea is, that then the emergency justifies it in pay- 
ing out these notes to its creditor, if the creditor 
is willing to receive them. Very well; but in 
what sums? In asum that we have never au- | 
thorized before—g20. The honorable Senator 
says that is not a currency, because it carries in- | 
terest. It will become practicallya currency,carry | 
interest or not. The object is to make a paper 
currency for the people of this country; and if. 
the want of limitation is adhered to, its effect is to | 
bea aes paper currency issued by the Fed- | 
eral Government for circulation throughout this | 
country The amount of the notes shows that, 
and the rejection of the amendment proposing the 
crease of the amount to $50 renders it more cer- 
tainly, I hope now, that at least this power to 








I never knew a hard time come 
| 
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flood the country with an irredeemable currency, 
founded on the idea of an emergency, as regards 
our fiscal affairs, will not be carried to that ex- 
tent; but that the limitation will be imposed upon 
the power of the Executive to issue notes of that 
kind until another Congress can assemble, for it 
will require no discussion, no extended bill, in 
order to carry the power further if the emergency 
requires it. Congress meets on the first Monday 
of December. By my amendment, the power can 
be exerted until the 30th of December. Then, if 
the condition of the country requires that the 

ower shall be extended further, the most simple 
egislation, a bill of a few words, enables you to 
carry it further still. I hope my amendment will 
be adopted, though I object to the amendment in 
the form of $20 notes, any way. 

Mr. HUNTER. Mr. President, so far as the 
substitution of the Treasury notes for a loan is 
concerned, I would not object to it. I think that 
would be a wise financial amendment; but there 
are features in this particular amendment which, 
it seems to me, must defeat it when they come to 
be understood. There is no limitation of time 
within which they may be issued and reissued; 
and when once in the possession of a holder, he 
may keep them forever. There is no authority 
on the part of the United States to call them in 
after a certain period, in order to pay them. The 
only way in which they can come in, is in receipt 
of the public revenue. They may be taken in 
receipt for public dues; but there is no mode in 
whieh the United States can call them in. If the 
Senator will strike out the provision making the 
denomination of $20, and let it be $50, as the 
other Treasury notes have been, and give power 
to issue and reissue within two years—I am will- 
ing to give two years, which is the longest limit 
ever given—then I think it will be better than the 
attempt to issue stock in these times. There are 
various ways, when the Treasury is hard run, 
in which a Treasury note may be passed off. 
There are persons who would be willing to take 
them in receipt of dues when you could not pay 
them stock; but, without these limits, it would 
be exceedingly unsafe—a mere currency. There 
is no provision in the amendment which enables 
the United States to call them in at any time, no 
matter if it had millions in the Treasury. I sug- 
gest, therefore, to the Senator from Rhode Island, 
if he will put in that restriction, that they shall 
not issue or reissue except within the space of 
two years, and that the United States, at any time 
after that, may call them in, and strike out $20, 
and insert $50 as the denomination—I am willing 
togoas low as $50—I shall then vote for his amend- 
ment. Treasury notes of the denomination of 
$50 we have tried, and I am willing to issue them 
at as low a denomination as we ever did before; 
but without these limitations it would be utterly 
unsafe. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is the Senate 
ready for the question on the amendment? 

Mr. HUNTER. Allow me to have that amend- 
ment reported. I was out when it was offered, 
and that is my excuse for troubling the Senate. 

The Secretary read it, as follows: to insert as 
an additional proviso: 

“And provided further, That the authority to issue the said 
Treasury notes, or give the same in payment for debts due 
from the United States, shall be limited to the 30th day of 
December, A. D. 1861. 

Mr.SIMMONS. I will suggest an amendment 
to come in at the close of the amendment already 
made as a proviso: 

Said Treasury notes to be paid or redeemed, at the pleas- 
ure of the Government, after two years. 

Mr. HUNTER. Does the Senator propose to 
add that to the amendment of the Senator from 
Delaware? 

Mr. SIMMONS. No, sir; 1 propose to insert 
it in lieu of it. We do not want these Treasury 
notes payable next December. There will be a 
$10,000,000 batch issued this year payable then, 
which are now out at ten per cent. interest. We 
a not want them all to come due next Decem- 

er. 

Mr. HUNTER. I will suggest now another 
compromise between the Senator from Rhode 
Island and the Senator from Delaware. 

Mr. SIMMONS. I do not make any compro- 
mise of that sort. 


Mr. HUNTER. I will suggest it, and then he 





pose to give the Government power to issue them 





for one year from the Ist of July, 1861; Congress 
will meet in the mean time; and make them re- 
deemable two years after the expiration of the Ist 
of July, 1861. 

Mr. SIMMONS. I have made them redeem- 
able in two years now. 

Mr.HUNTER. Thatisright. Now,I hope 
the Senator will consent to the other moditica- 
tion. 

Mr. BAYARD. I am willing to amend my 
amendment by saying, *‘ the 30th day of June, 
1862,’’ and I will alter it inthatway. Instead of 
the 30th of December, I will say the 30th day of 
June, 1862. 

Mr.HUNTER. “ After which time they may 
be redeemable at the Treasury of the Govern- 
ment.”’ 

Mr. FESSENDEN. Not after that; but after 
two years. 

Mr. HUNTER. Let it read, ‘‘ and the same 
may be redeemable after the Ist of July, 1863, at 
the pleasure of the Government.”’ 

r. BAYARD. I will say this: “ all the notes 
under this provision shall be redeemable within 
two years from the time of their issue.”’ 

Mr. HUNTER. I will suggest that, for the 
convenience of the Department, they ought to be 
redeemable on the same day, and not to have a 
different period for each note. There ought to 
be one period at which all can be brought in. 

Mr. BAYARD. Very well; [have no objec- 
tion to that. Let the Senator alter the amend- 
ment to suit himself in that respect. 

Mr. HUNTER. Then let it read: * redeem- 
able at the ‘Freasury of the United States two 
years after the date of the passage of this act.’ 

Mr. FESSENDEN. ‘Redeemable at the 
Treasury of the United States at any time after 
two years from the passage of this act.”” 

Mr. HUNTER. Yes,sir. Letthe Secretary 
add those words. 

Mr. SIMMONS. That I will agree to. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. How does the Senator 
agree as to the time of issuing them: that the Gov- 
ernment shall not issue them after one year. 

Mr. SIMMONS. I would have them for two 
years. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. The other side will not 
agree to that. Say that the power to issue shall 
be for one year, from the 30th of June next. I 
think that will do very well. 

Mr. HUNTER. ow, sir, I ask that the 
amendment be read. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The amend- 
ment to the amendment, as modified by the mover, 
will be read. 

The Secretary read it: to insert an additional 
proviso: 

And provided further, That the authority to issue the said 
Treasury notes, or give the same in payment for debts due 
from the United States, shall be limited to the 30th day of 
June, 1862, and that the same may be redeemable at the 
pleasure of the United States, at any time within two years 
after the passage of this act; and that the said notes shall 
cease to bear interest, after they shall have been called in 
by the Secretary of the Treasury under the provisions of 
this act. 

Mr. HUNTER. There isa part of the amend- 
ment which I think, as the Senator will see, there 
is no necessity for. I: is that portion which “ee 
they shall be receivable in payment of the public 
dues. That ought to be stricken out. They should 
be receivable for public dues at all times. 

Mr. BAYARD. That is not a part of my 
amendment. 

Mr. HUNTER, Very well. 

The amendment to the amendment was agreed 


to. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question 
now recurs on the amendment offered by the Sen- 
ator from Rhode Island, as amended. 

Mr. HUNTER. The Senator from Rhode 
Island said he would never compromise it; but I 
suggest to him to change the amount of these 
notes from $20 to $50, and there will be no diffi- 
culty in adopting his amendment. 

r. SIMMONS. We have just had a vote on 
ee and debated it an hour, and then 
voted it down. 

Mr. BAYARD. Ifthe Senator from Virginia 
had been in, we would have carried it. 

Mr. HUNTER. I must vote against this 


amendment, on account of the denomination of 


can see whether he will make it or not. I pro- || the notes being put at $20; and yet I believe the 
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Senator is right in preferring Treasury notes to | Italy, issued scrip of 100f.—@18 75 each bond— | 


aloan. Is there no way by which we can have 
another vote in a full Senate upon it? I am told 
if the Senate had been full, it would have been 
voted down. wasabsent. I had forgotten that 
the Senate met to-day at eleven o’clock; and they 
tell me if 1 had been here we could have carried 
such an amendment. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. We can have another 
vote on it in the Senate. The bill isnowin Com- 


and put that paper out to the people, and opened 
his subscription. He asked for a loan of the sum 


1,500,000,000f. subseribed. 
are as patriotic as the French; and if we give them 
a chance, and bring these notes within their 
means, they will take them. 

Mr. CHANDLER. Mr. President, I trust this 
amendment will not prevail. Itis very possible 
mittee of the Whole. that it may be necessary to pay these Treasury 

Mr. HUNTER. Very well, sir; we will try | notes tocontractors—those who furnish supplies 
it again in the Senate. | for the Government, mail contractors, even to 

The quesuon being put, there were, ona divis- || members of Congress—and in that case it is very 
jion—ayes 17, noes 12; no quorum voting. | desirable that these notes should be of such a de- 

Mr. CLARK called forthe yeas and nays; and | nomination that they may be tfnsferred, easily 
they were ordered, ‘| broken, not in large amounts, that they may even 

The Secretary proceeded to call the roll; and |) pass ascurrency,if you please. It is well known, 
Mr. Anruony answered to his name. | sir, that our circumstances are now peculiar. Our 

Mr. CRITTENDEN. Mr. President, cannot || credit has been badly damaged—damaged in a 
there be a reconsideration of the vote upon the || way in which the credit of no Government was 


proposed amendment, to strike out $20 and insert ] ever damaged before. We have had a Secretary || 
i 
i} 


$50, as the denomination of these notes? Would 
it not be in order to movea reconsideration of the 
vote rejecting that amendment? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The recon- 
sideration of the vote would be in order but that | 
the calling of the roll has commenced, and the | 
Senator from Rhode Island has answered to his | 
name, 

Mr. CRITTENDEN. 
had addressed the Chair. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, The Chair will 


of the Treasury in the market with bonds of this 


| uttered those bonds, that they were worthless. 
We have had a Secretary of War issuing his ille- 
gal acceptances by millions, until the people of 
this country have lost confidence in your Goy- 
ernment. They have had reason to lose confi- 
dence in it; it was not entitled to confidence. 
Sir, there will bea different state of facts within 
| the next three months. In the mean time, I trust 
we may make an appeal to the patriotic sentiment 
recognize the Senator from Kentucky. | of the people of this country. If the bankers of 
Mr. CRITTENDEN. Iwill move a recon- || the great cities refuse to lend us money, I will go 
sideration of the vote on the amendment offered || to the people of the rural districts and appeal: to 


I was on the floor, and 


by the Senator from Delaware, to strike out $20, | their patriotism, to their love of country, to the | 


and insert 50, That will harmonize the views of || love of their flag, and I will get all the money you 


Senators. I make that motion. / want, sir; Lcare not whether it is $10,000,000, or 
The motion to reconsider was agreed to. _ $50,000,000, or $100,000,000. New York city may 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question || close and Jock her vaults! I care not a rush if 

now is on the motion to strike out $20 and insert || she does. It is well known that since God rained 

50. || fire and brimstone upon Sodom, cities have been 
Mr. BRAGG. Let us have the yeas and nays || the great marts of corruption. They are so now. 
on that motion. || They have always been so. Cities have always 
The rose and nays were ordered. been ready to buy immunity, and never ready to 

| 

} 


Mr. DOOLITTLE, When this question was || fight for it, Cities have always been ready to buy 
lust before the Senate, I voted against this amend- || peace—never ready to furnish men to fight for 
|| their rights. Sir, if all the cities of this continent 
containing a population of a hundred thousand 
| inbabitants and upwards were swept from the 
circumstances of the country, | was disposed to |, face of the earth, our country would be quite as 
allow them to be issued at as low denomination || strong as it is to-day. We should hear less dis- 
as was at all consistent with my views of pro- || union croaking, less fears expressed that we could 
priety, in order that we might appeal from the || not carry on the Government, less threats that 
great bankers and money-lenders to the people, || unless this, that, or the other thing was done, we 
that they may be enabled to lend their assistance || should not have money, and the wheels of the 
to sustain the Government in itsemergecy. My || Government should siop. Sir, the wheels of this 
opinion sull is, that the friends of this measure || Government will not stop. 
had better have the issue of these certificates || This is a great peace measure. This isa direct 
changed to $50 from $20. I hope they will ac- || appeal to the mass of the people. Sir, 1 will go 
cept this amendment. | into the State of Michigan with your Treasury 

Mr. HUNTER. I suppose, by general con- || notes of $20 and upwards, and wherever I find a 
sent, the call for the yeas and nays can be with- || man that has $20, [ will find a man who will take 
draw. I think the amendment will be adopted | one of these bonds that are to be issued by the 
without the yeas and nays. Government. I hope that the amendment will 

Mr. BRAGG. I will withdraw the call, by || not prevail. 
permission of the Senate. Mr. CLINGMAN. I desire toask the Senator 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. By unanimous || whether it is true that the Secretary of the Treas- 
consent, the call for yeas and nays will be con- || ury has expressed a desire that the bonds of the 
sidered as withdrawn. || United States should be indorsed by the States? 

Mr. SIMMONS. I object. I want to have || I see something on the subject in the papers. 
the yeas and nays on that amendm=nt. || Mr. CHANDLER. I do not know, sir. 

The PRESIDINGOFFICER, Objectionbeing | Mr.CLINGMAN. I supposed, from the man- 
made to the withdrawal of the call, the question || ner in which the Senator had spoken of the abil- 
must he taken by yeag and nays. ity and the power of the Government, &c., that 

Mr. SIMMONS. I have generally been as || there must be a mistake in this idea that some of 
much opposed to issuing Treasury notes as any- || the States are coming forward and proposing to 
body, and I should not have offered this amend- || indorse its bonds, to give it credit. It used to 
ment to the bill if 1 had not believed there was a || have a higher credit than any State in the Union. 
stern necessity for it. I believe—there have been || Now it seems to have fallen so low that the States, 
such rumors in the papers, and I believe them to || either by the advice of the Secretary of the Treas- 
be trne—that there is a sort of combination of | ury or of their own motion, voluntarily come for- 
capitalists, and an understanding that they will || ward and offer to indorse its paper, to enable it to 
not lend this Government money unless they can || get money on the same terms that individuals 
control its action, I have nothing to say against || get it. 
capitalists, or as to whom they shall lend money; Mr. CHANDLER. I should like to ask the 
but I want to give the Governmentof my country || Senator from North Carolina why the credit of 
a chance to appeal to the people of the country || this Government has fallen so low? 
for aid, when those who generally lend money || Mr. CLINGMAN. I think it is obvious. to 
choose to lock it up. That is the only reason that || everybody. A portion of the States have seceded; 
I propose to issue these notes in these small | and others are going to secede, unless there isa 
sums. The Emperor Napoleon III, when he | change of policy on the part of those who now 
went into the war with Austria in reference to || control the Government, or who will control it 


ment, although that vote was against my judg- 


ment. I am of opinion that these certificates 
ought not to be at less than $50; but, under the 
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of 800,000,000f., and there were 1,400,000,000 or | 
I believe our people | 


|, Government, proclaiming, at the very moment he || 





February 19, 


— 
after the 4th of March next. I think that is per- 
| fectly clear. 
Mr. CHANDLER. I do not. 
Mr.CLINGMAN. Then I would ask the Sen. 
ator why the credit of the Government has fallen 
in this way? 
| Mr. CHANDLER. It has fallen because you 
have had traitors in your Cabinet. You have had 
men in the Cabinet who, at the very time the 
| were issuing bonds and evidences of debt, declared 
| to the world that they were worthless. You have 
|| had other traitors in your Cabinet, who have been 
| issuing illegal bonds by the million, and I had 
almost said tens of millions of dollars; and these, 
| in untold millions, are now in the hands of your 
| moneyed men, scattered throughout the length 
| and breadth of this land, as worthless as the paper 
-upon which they are drawn; and now you taunt 
| us with a depreciated national credit. gir. had it 
, been understood from the beginning that this Goy- 
ernment would be maintained at all hazards—had 
there not been traitors in your Cabinet and imbe- 
| ciles in your presidential chair—your credit to-day 
would have stood as high as it ever stood. 
| Mr. CLINGMAN. I should like to ask the 
| honorable Senator, before he takes his seat, if he 
|| assigns the true reason for this failure of the Gov- 
| ernment’s credit, why is it, now that all these men 
| are out of the Cabinet, and good men are in their 
|| places, that its credit did not rise again? 
|| Mr. CHANDLER. It has risen; but the Dem- 
|| ocratic party are not out of power yet. Those 
_who have been guilty of all these corruptions and 
|| frauds and thefts and peculations are yet in the 
| Seats of power. The party is in power, although 
| the individuals may be out. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. Then I will ask the Sen- 

/ ator, inasmuch as the Democracy will be out in 

| two weeks, if the credit of the Government is 
going to be raised so high on the 4th of March, 
what is the necessity of all this legislation ? 

Mr. CLARK. will tell the Senator from 
North Carolina, with the permission of the Sen- 
ator from Michigan. It is because you have got 
itso low that it takes some time to get it up again. 
[Laughter. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. Then why is it necessary 
to have this indorsement of the States? You do 
not expect to use all this money in two weeks; 
and everybody understands that the Government 
goes into your hands on the 4th of March. If the 
character of your Administration will be such, 
when you have control of the finances, as to raise 
the credit of the Government, surely you can get 
along for two weeks, until that time arrives. 

Mr. CLARK. This measure is to enable us 
to raise it. We do not ask the States to indorse 
the paper’of this Government. We ask you to 

ut these bonds out in small sums so that small 

olders of money can take them; and we will put 
our arms and our small means around this Gov- 
ernment, and we will hold it so fast that no trai- 
tors shall overthrow it. 


Mr. CLINGMAN. 





| 
i 
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| 

| 

| 

Why is it that they can- 

| not get credit upon the same terms as past Ad- 

| ministrations?) Mr. Buchanan’s administration, 

| when it had to borrow money at an early day, 

| did not have to resort to this expedient. No Ad- 
ministration has done it heretofore. Why is it 
that the Senator’s Administration that is to come 
in cannot get along like every other Administra- 
tion we have had since the foundation of the Gov- 
ernment? 

Mr. CLARK. I will tell the Senator. A Dem- 
ocratic Administration has borrowed so many 
times in the same quarter, and has reported so 
many times that the bonds are worthless, that 
even the men we borrowed of will not now lend. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN. I desire to make a very 
few remarks on this amendment; and I shall not 
occupy the attention of the Senate more than five 
minutes. I have often voted for Treasury notes, 
as Iam reminded by my friend from Rhode Island; 
and with the amendments that have been made, 
the Treasury notes proposed to be issued by this 
amendment will be nearly of the same character 
of those I have voted for. I have no opposition 


to the issuing of Treasury notes. I think it isa 


valuable resource of the Government; but we must 
take care to limit their issue to their proper func- 
tion; not to issue by means of them a currency, 
but to relieve the Treasury froin a sudden emer- 
gency,a sudden exigency. Thatisa aw use 
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ties. My object was to get this amendment so 
changed that it should resemble the other bills 
that we have passed authorizing the issue of Treas- 
ury notes; and not issue them either for smaller 
amounts, or payable at a distant future day. It 
is to meet an emergency generally transient In its 
character that they are issued; and they them- 
selves ought to be as transient as the necessity or 
oceasion for them. ‘That is the sense in which I 
haveapproved of bills for issuing Treasury notes. 

I now retain the same principles and entertain 
the same policy precisely; and wishing to give 
the incoming Administration, as I sincerely do, 
all the means necessary to sustain itself, | am will- 
ing to authorize the issuing of these notes, I 
think this is a fit occasion, and a proper occasion, 
to zive that Administration all the assistance that 
the use of this extraordinary power can give it. 
We are in an emergency,a great exigency. Lam 
willing to provide for the emergency and exigency 
by all the financial means we can employ. It is 
very repugnant to my feelings to see the credit of 
this Government reduced so low that we shall be 
obliged to pay an exorbitant interest to capitalists 
for their money. I can see very ample reason | 
why those capitalists should not be as free to lend 
their money, or as willing to lend it on the same 
terms, as formerly. 1 can see that, in the exist- 
ing state of the country; we can all see it; but it 
seems to me we had better adhere to the precedent 
in regard to the denomination of these notes, and 
let it be $50, instead of $20. 

My friend from Michigan is entirely mistaken | 
in supposing he can take these notes home and | 
make them the instrument of borrowing money 





for the Government. That is not the character of |! 


the amendment. By the amendment, they are | 
only authorized to pay them at the Treasury, to 
those to whom the Government is indebted. 

Mr. SIMMONS. The Senator is mistaken 
about that. They can pay them out at their par | 
value for coin. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN. That is by an amend- | 
ment you have since made. 

Mr. SIMMONS. Yes, sir. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN. That gives a different 
character to the bill, and I do not know that it 
improves it. This is a new mode of borrowing | 
money. It is borrowing the money, and issuing 
Treasury notes in payment for it. I do not ex- 
pect much from that; and I doubt the policy of it. | 

There has been an excitement on this subject, 
it seems to me, that ought never to accompany 
the consideration of a mere financial or Treasury 
measure of the Government. That is a thing in 
which we all have a common interest. Itis a 
question aside from party. Now, sir, you pro- 
pose to borrow money from the people of the coun- 
try. There are occasions upon which that resort 
and every other might be made; there might be 
some desperate emergency in which it would be 
necessary; but we ate desirous here, and always 
have been, to obtain such loans as we wanted, or 
the money we wanted, from moneyed men, from 
men who have large surpluses; because, by obtain- | 
ing it from them, we do not disorder the ordinar 
business of the country at all; we do not aunais 
it. The country generally has no more money 
than is necessary for its convenience and its ex- 
change. You would disturb the condition of the | 
country exceedingly if you could withdraw from 
it the sum ordinarily and daily used in its little 
transactions. If you can obtain it from the men 
of money it is better for the country, because it 
leaves the country less disturbed; you get it from 
large capitalists; you get it out of large surpluses; 
and you employ the surpluses of the country in 
the use of the Government. That is the advant- 
age of getting money from capitalists. That has 
been the English policy at all times. It is more 
advantageous to the general interest, as they 
Suppose, to obtain it in that way than in any 
other. 

_ There has been a late eminent instance, and a 
single one, to the contrary, in Paris, where the | 
French Emperor obtained a loan, it is said, from 

oor people—ordinary citizens of the country. 
Now, sir, that is a precedentof exceedingly doubt- 
ful authority. There was a little policy, I guess, 
on the part of the Emperor, in.making this loan 
an occasion for manifesting the great confidence 
which the French people had in him. He is a 
politic and wise man. What policies were added, 
what facilities were fimatabed. by these poor peo- | 














ple by richer people, who ultimately took the 


stock, to go there and carry their money, which 
they had just brought from the bank in an old 
stocking, and then transfer the loan immediately 


| to the capitalists who had furnished the money, 


we do not know. 


sidering the altered condition of the country as 


affecting our credit; and we cannot be surprised | 


atit. It may be in some degree attributable to 
the influences which gentlemen have suggested; 
but the main cause of disturbance is known to all, 
and must be acknowledged by all. We feel it, 
and we knowit. I am content to vote for th 
bill, and will vote for it with pleasure, if only this 
amendment be made; and I think for the sake of 
unity it should be acquiesced in. 

Mr. CAMERON. I will say only a word for 


the purpose of endeavoring to correct the impres- 


| sion on the mind of the Senator from Kentucky. 


I know he always acts from right motives, and I 
know he has no desire to improperly embarrass 
this bill; but his long service here has prevented 
him, [ think, from becoming acquainted with the 


| condition of the country. ‘I'wenty-five years ago 
| there was very little money in this country, ex- 


|| cept among capitalists. 


Now all over my own 


| State, and, Lthink, through the North, and prob- 
| ably the West, certainly in the North, everybody 








who is in business has a little spare capital. There 
are plenty of men in my village, many over my 
county, and a great many in the little city near 
which I live, that possess large sums, to them. 
Some have $100; some have $500; some have 
$1,000, anda great many of them $4,000 or $5,000, 
and all put out at interest. A thrifty man makes 
every dollar of his money work for itself. A man 
starting out in life asa laborer, who makes $100, 
lends that outand it produces him $6a year, and the 
next year it isincreased. Now, there area great 
number of persons of that kind, who would be 
glad, I think, to invest their money in these notes, 
because they would feel certain that at any time 


| they could get the interest; because,»when the 


wanted to use the money, they could transfer it 
for the value on its face, adding to it the interest 
which had accrued. Besides, there are a large 
number of people who have sums of money which 
they do not want to use immediately, and yet may 
want to use in six or nine or twelve months after- 
wards; and they will take these Treasury notes, 
because they can get payment for them immedi- 
ately. 

I should prefer the proposition of the Senator 
from Rhode Island, bringing down the denomina- 
tion of the notes to $20, because that would make 
them currency. Fifty dollars would prevent them 
from being a currency. The advantage of acur- 
rency would be this: that the Government could 
use in its credit a large portion of the capital 
which is now invested in the funds of the country 
banks, and the city banks, if youlike—particularly 
the country banks. You all remember that the 


| greater portion of the banking system of this 


country now is based upon State and United 
States stocks. One of these Treasury notes would 
be better than a bank note, because itis the stock 
of the Government itself, and a large number of 


| persons would take it for that reason. 


Then, again, the Senator from Kentucky has 


| forgotten that there are two classes of lenders in 


this country—one consisting of those who have 
temporary capital at command, and the other of 
those who have a surplus capital. These notes 
will go out at first among those who have tempo- 
rary capital; but after a while they will get into 
the hands of those who have permanent capital 
to invest. { have no doubt that if we pass this 


bill we shall get money enough on the notes,and | 
after a while they will be taken from the channels | 


of circulation and invested in these bonds. That 
is My experience; and experience is the best 
teacher we can have. I dislike, however, to em- 
barrass the bill; and I think the less we say on 
our side the better. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question 
is on the amendment to the amendment. 

Mr. BAYARD. If I am at liberty to do so, 
before this vote is taken, I wish to have a very 
small amendment made that I think will be as- 


| sented to on the other side. - I find that an alter- 


ation has been made in the amendment of the 
Senator from Rhode Island since it was printed, 


However, I do not intend to | 
go into any remarks on that subject. It seems to | 
me that these capitalists are not to blame forcon- | 
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so as to provide that the stock herein authorized 
to be issued shall be taken at par, or exchanged 
for bonds, and then comes the provision which 
has been inserted on my motion, that no certifi- 
cate shall be exchanged for Treasury notes in 
sums less than $500. I move to insert the words 
‘‘or bonds,’’ after the word * certificate’’ in the 
proviso, because the intention certainly is, that 
you shall not issue bonds or certificates in ex- 
change for Treasury notes in a less sum than 
$500. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The modifica- 
tion can only be made by unanimous consent. 

Mr. HALE. I object. 

Mr. BIGLER. I suggest to the Senator from 
Delaware to withhold that amendment until we 
vote on the pending question. Then he can offer it. 

Mr. BAYARD. Very well. 

Mr. SIMMONS. I wish to make a single re- 
mark in reply to what fell from the Senator from 
Kentucky. He will find, by looking at this bill, 
that these Treasury notes are to be a temporary 
issue. There is not longer than a year from next 
June for issuing them. There is only one ques- 
tion before us, and that is: whether these notes 
shall be $20 or $50? This is an alternative prop- 
osition, to issue Treasury notes in lieu of boughs; 
and we choose to go a little further, in respect to 
making small issues, than we have done hitherto, 
under the peculiar circumstances which now exist. 
If the notes can as well be issued for $100, they 
will be so issued, because it is less expensive to 
issue them of that size; but we thought it was 
safe to make provision for going lower, not know- 
ing exact!y what the condition of the market may 
be. Why should not the Government have that 
right? They will not use it unless it is needed. 
I see no propriety at all in tying them up toa 
rigid Jaw in a time of such exigency as this, when 
we do not exactly know what is to take place. 

The Senator complained that these notes might 
be issued for coin. Have we not issued all the 
notes we have issued for the last four years for 
coin? They have all been put into the market, 
and the money taken into the Treasury. ‘This 
is only giving them the same chance; if persons 
go to the Treasury, and want to exchange coin for 
these notes, let them take them at 6 per cent. 
| They can then fund the notes in this stock at any 
time within two years. Thatis the whole thing; 
and I cannot see the slightest objection to it. I 
do not know why we should go up to $50. 

Mr. SEWARD. I shall not detain the Senate 
2 moment on this subject; but I wish to say to gen- 











tlemen that the principle upon which this amend- 
ment for $20 Treasury notes stands is already 
conceded. It iscustomary, when the credit of the 
country is sound, when the money market is 
easy, to raise money by issuing bonds or ecertifi- 
cates of stock of the amount of $1,000 cach. If 
the money market be feverish and deranged, or the 
credit of the country is at all regarded as unsound, 
you come down, as you have done in this bill, 
from certificates of stock for $1,000 to $500; and 
then, a& the exigencies of the case seem to require, 
in order to get the stock taken at as low a raie as 
We 
1ave not been accustomed to issue Treasury notes 
for less than $100. Everybody around me in the 
Senate Chamber is now convinced that it would 
be wise to reduce the denomination to $50. ‘The 
same principle which induces us to bring it down 
from $100 to $50 applies to the reduction to the 
sum of $20. The lower the denomination, the 
more favorabiy will the loan be regarded, and on 
better ters will it be taken, because you entera 
much larger circle of money-lenders. The cap- 
| italists in the great cities, the financiers who ad- 


one! you come down to issues of $100. 


vance money upon the public credit, and deal in 
stocks as a matter of speculation, and whose deal- 
| ings are reported every day in the stock market, 
want certificates. of $500 or $1,000; but below 
these is a class of independent men, money-iend- 
ers in the country. In town and country there are 
men who have small means, and the lower the 
| denomination, of the paper which is offered to 
them the more acceptable it is to them, and the 
| more favorable are the terms on which you can 
dispose of it. 
| “he Senator from North Carolina seemed to 
| think there was something very extraordinary, 
| and something very wrong and unnatural! in the 
| fact that the credit of the United States is so much 
depreciated that the Secretary of the T'rcesury has 










"oe 
ae 


oo5 











_ capitalists to the people, 





1020 





rities of the United States. I am sure that if he 
had reflected upon the peculiar structure and char- 


acter of this Government, or upon its history, he | 


would find nothing very surprising, as I certainly 
find nothing very alarming in this. It is a com- 
es Government, consisting of States and of a 

‘ederal Government. It has happened in our 


history, that the States have been endangered, | 


that the States have been embarrassed in prose- 


cuting systems of internal improvement, and their | 


credit has sunk so low that they have — and 
earnestly applied, tothe Government of the United 
States to 2 mn their bonds. Iremember when, 
in the year 1817, the State of New York came to 
Congress, asking a loan of the credit of this Gov- 
ernment, to enable it to construct the Erie canal, 
asking a loan of credit to what was then thought 
the enormous sum of $8,000,000; and yet only 
three or four years before that, in the war of 1812 
with Great Britain, when a Hartford convention 


was sitting with closed doors in the eastern States, | 


and the enemy was at our ports, the stock of the 
United States was guarantied and indorsed by the 
State of New York, and even by the municipali- 


ties of the United States, and then sold at a vast | 
When the States are passing through | 


diggount 
a crisis, they need and they ought to have the 
favor and aid of the Federal Government. It was 


when the Federal Government was prosperous 
and rich, it loaned to the several States the sum 
of about $26,000,000 of surplus funds which it 
had, and the States received the money propor- 
tionally, made such use of it as they thought 
oes many of them invested it, as the State of 


ew York invested its share, taking ample secur- | 
ities for the investment, and appropriating the | 


interest to the support of literature and the diffu- 
sion of knowledge. When these several States 


took this loan, they came under a contract with | 


the Federal Government to repay the money, and 
they now owe it to the United States Government. 
That is a fund of $26,000,000 which belongs to 
the Federal Government, and which it hasa right 
to reclaim to-day. The Secretary of the Treas- 
ury, seeing that now the States are strong and the 
l’ederal Government is passing through another 
crisis, with disaffection at home and suspicion 
abroad, suggests that we may recall that money 
from its depositories in the State Treasuries, or 
if unwilling to do that out of tenderness to the 
States, that we may ask them to indorse our bonds 
for twenty years, and leave with them our own 
money which is on deposit. That is all there is 





| 
the General Government (although, in my judg- 
| 






because we are willing that they should go for 
= I shall vote against this amendment if item- 

odies the issuing of a note of less than $50; but 
shall vote for it if it is limited to that amount, be- 
|| cause I think there is an emergency in the affairs 

of the country which justifies a recourse to that 
|| species of loan by which, most probably, we shall 
|| get the money at the lowest rate. 

As to the views of the honorable Senator in ref- 
erence to the relations of the States and the Gen- 
eral Governmentas toindorsement, partly applied 
to the particular state of things now existing, I 
do not deny the truth of the proposition that, if 


ment, unwisely, and against the intent of the Con- 
stitution, ) chose to deposit with the States, twenty 
years ago,a sum of money which belonged to it, 
arising from taxes levied on the people at large, 
whenever its interests require it, there can be no 
objection to the State, if it has not the money to 
pay, indorsing the loans of the Government to 
that extent. "That money was not intended as a 
loan to the State, but a deposit, not to bear inter- 
est; a deposit to be returned—at least, it was so 
stated at the time-—-when the exigencies of the 
Government should call forit. It is, therefore, 
no matter of reproach, no matter of objection, in 


|| my mind, that any State should comply with the 
|| requisition of the General Government, when it 
in such a crisis as this, that about the year 1840, | 


wants funds, by indorsing its bonds, if the State 


osition that it is either beneficial to the structure 
of our Government, or calculated to give it per- 
manency, that the Federal Government, under 
any circumstances, should indorse the credit of 
| the States. The proposition, the honorable Sen- 
ator said, was made by the State of New York 
years ago, when she was constructing the Erie 
canal; but he has not told us that Congress ever 
assented to indorsing the credit of a State, or to 
loaning money to a State. When they made that 
distribution by way of deposit to which he alluded, 
they did notdoitasaloan. They said the Treas- 


is unable to pay the money; but I deny the prop- 
| 


ury had more money than it wanted; and there- 
fore they might as well deposit it with the States 
until the exigencies of the public service should 
require it to be produced. 


“hat was all. It was 


I think it was adangerous 


recollection that the Federal Government ever 
loaned money to the States under any circum- 
stances whatever. ‘The States, on the contrary, 
often may,and must, be called upon to make ex- 
penditures arising out of their relations to the Fed- 





of this simple story. 

Mr. BAYARD. Ican by no means agree to 
the proposition of the honorable Senator from 
New York, that because we may assent to the 
issue of Treasury notes for $50, we thereby con- 
cede the seinsiole of issuing them for $20. We 
have heretofore, in the history of the Govern- 
ment, issued them for $50—never below that. If 


cause you agreed in an emergency to issue Treas- 
ury notes for $50, you might therefore issue them 
for $5, and that the principle was conceded. The 
difference is, that when you get below $50, the 
effect and the tendency is to create a currency of 
paper money by the United States. Fifty dollars | 
will probably not do that. I should have pre- | 
tome $100, but $50 would not do it. Notes of | 
that denomination would not go into the hands of 
the people at large, so as to create a currency for | 
circulation; and whether they bear interest or not, | 
does not vary it; it is the smallness ofthe sum. | 
We do not mean to concede the principle that you | 
ought to create a paper currency to circulate | 
among the people as money. That would be the | 
effect, certainly, of $50 notes, and I think of $20 
notes; and that is the objection we have to issu- | 
ing them for any sum under $50. 
As to making war on the capitalists of the | 
country, or saying that mean to go from the | 
will simply remark that | 
any man who has money to loan, and who can | 
afford to loan it, certainly cannot have less than | 
$50 to loan. If he can afford to loan at all, and | 
to let his money stand out on loan, he is not | 
likely to have less than $50; but if the object is | 
to create a paper currency for the country, you 
may drop down to $50, or $10, or $5. 
fore cannot 


agree to the proposition, that we con- | 


cede at all the principle of issuing notes for $20 || is any question o 


’ 


| 
| 
his argument were sound, he could say that be- | 
| 


eral Government, and the necessity of the per- 
formance of duty which properly, under other 
circumstances, would devolve on the Federal Gov- 
ernment to make advances; for which, subse- 
quently, certainly thatGovernmentoughtto repay 
them. There may be emergencies when they are 
called upon to do so; but I dissent from the gen- 
eral proposition that the States are to be made de- 
pendent on the Federal Government by any sys- 
tem of loans from the Federal Government to 
them, or indorsement by the Federal Government 
to them. If there is to be any dependence, | pre- 
fer to see thatdependence of the Federal Govern- 
ment on the States, which was the original intent 
of the Constitution, as I viewit. Ido not, there- 
fore, object for one moment to the suggestion of 
the Secretary of the Treasury, if he conceived that 
the public service required that the States should 
be requested, if they saw fit to do so, to indorse 
the bonds of the Government of the United States, 
so as to give them greater credit in market, and 
obtain the money for a less sum, especially as the 
States stand holding a deposit made by the Fed- 
eral Governmentas a deposit to be recalled when- 
ever the exigencies of the public service should 
require it. With this distinction, I should assent 
to the rest of the doctrine of the honorable Sen- 


covered in that way. 
proposition, even then; but certainly, I have no 


| ator; but certainly not as to the relative relations 


of indorsement one way or the other, at pleasure, 
and as a matter of duty. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question 
is on the amendment to the amendment. 

Mr. KING. This is a question between fifty 
and twenty. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The motion is 
to strike out ** twenty”? and insert * fifty.’’ 

Mr. KiNG. I voted for fifty before. I find, 


I there- i however, that many of our friends deem the de- 


| nomination of $20 ee I do not think there 
principle involved in it; nor 


ees 
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do I think there is any doubt about this count 
having credit enough to obtain all the money 2 
I know it can have all the men it needs for ite 
purposes; but in deference to the opinion of m 
friends, I will vote for this $20 proposition, 

Mr. GWIN. I should vote yea; but that I am 
paired off with the Senator from Vermont, (Mr 
Corzramer,] as I have already stated. ‘ 

The question being taken by yeas and nays 
resulted—yeas 23, nays 22; as follows: ; 

YEAS—Messrs. Bayard, Bigler, Bragg, Bright, Critten- 
den, Douglas, Fitch, Foot, Green, Hunter, Johnson of Ark. 
ansas, Johnson of ‘Tennessee, Kennedy; Lane, Latham 
Mason, Nicholson, Pearce, Polk, Powell, Sebastian, Thom’ 
son, and Wigfall—23. 

NAYS—Messrs. Anthony, Baker, Bingham, Cameron 
Chandler, Clark, Dixon, Doolittle, Durkee, Foster, Grimes’ 
Hale, Harlan, King, Seward, Simmons, Sumner, Ten Eyck’ 
Trumbull, Wade, Wilkinson, and Wilson—22. — 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question 
is on the amendment, as amended; and on this 
the yeas and nays have been ordered. 

r. HUNTER. The amendment having been 
amended as it has just been, | suppose nobody 
wants the yeas and nays. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. I requires unan- 
imous consent to withdraw the call for the yeas 
and nays. The Chair hears no objection. 

The amendment, as amended, was agreed to. 

Mr. HUNTER. On the I]th page of the bill, 
after the words ‘* wood-screws,”’ in line eighty- 
four, I move to strike out all down to and inclu- 
ding the word ‘‘ pound,”’ in line eighty-five, and 
insert **25 per centum ad valorem.’” y purpose 
in offering this amendment is to strike out the ex- 
travagant specific duties upon these articles of 
common use, and substitute what I think is quite 
a high ad valorem duty, 25percent. There wasa 
committee of hardware men here from New York, 
who came to remonstrate principally on the sub- 
ject of this duty on screws; and [ believe that | 
myself have presented petitions from nearly every 
city in the Union on the part of the hardware men, 
against the duty imposed in the bill, which they 
maintain is exceedingly extravagant. They left 
here atable, by which itappears that the duties on 
screws half an inch long, one set of them, average 
31 per cent. ad valorem, reducing the specific to 
an ad valorem rate; on another set a little longer, 
51 per cent.; on another set 56} per cent.; on an- 
other set 75 per cent.; another, 84 per cent., an- 
other, 90 per cent.; another, 57 per cent.; another, 
59 per cent.; another, 54 per cent., and another, 
50 per cent.; that is arranging the duties according 
to the different classes. "These screws are an ar- 
ticle, as we all know, of very general and common 
use. Everycarpenter uses them. They are used 
in every house that is built. It seems to me that 
if there is anything on which we should have a 
moderate duty, it is on wood screws. 

That is not all. I understand that the company 
which monopolizes chiefly the sale of these wood 
screws is already protected by a patent, and the 
object of this bill is to give them a double protec- 
tion. In addition to the patent they have, they 
are to be protected by the extravagant duty im- 
posed in the bill. I will ask leave to read the 
statement which is made by this committee, very 
respectable gentlemen as I understand they are,a 
committee of the hardware board of trade of the 
city of New York. They say: 

“Five or six years since, the article of ‘ wood-screws’ 
were manufactured and sold in the United States, (and paid 
large profits,) when « discount of 60 per cent. from list 
was made from the established list price. Since that time 
there have been improvements made in machinery, which 
have enabled the manufacturers at Providence, Rhode Isl- 
and, to alter the points on serews; and by so doing, were 
enabled to force the foreign and home manufactured blunt- 
point screws entirely out of the market. Subsequent to 
that, (we think in June last,) they have, after forming one 
enormous company by combining all the screw companies 
in the United Stares at present, altered the discount, and 
reduced it to 20 per cent. ; showing that what they were 
selling for $40, they now receive $80 for. But they will 
allow to any purchaser who will buy the amount of $3,000 
—— at an order, an extra discount of 12; @@r cent. for 
cash. 

“It has been estimated that the consumption of ‘ wood- 
screws’ in the United States anf the Canadas is not Jess 
than $4,000,000 in value ; and it would be well to remark 
that, while the United States merchants are receiving only 


an average of 20 per cent., the same company sells to the 
Canada merchants the same screws at a discount of 60 per 





cent. 

* Not long since a Mr. Nettlefold, of England, having 
become of machinery to make pointed screws, 
(such as were used in this country,) was enabled to come 
into our market and offer screws for sale under our 24 per 
cent. ad valorem tariff duty, which encouraged other Eng- 
lish, French, and German manufacturers to compete for a 
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are of the trade. But the Providence Screw Company 
oon an agent to England, and pays Mr. Nettlefold a large 
sum of money—£5, sterling, or $25,000 per annum— 
pot to fill any orders for this country ; and Mr. Nettlefold 
did refuse even to fill orders already on hand and received 

y him. : : 
") cee the bill known as ‘ Morrill’s taritf bill,’ prevents 
any screws being imported, as the specific rates proposed 
will make them prohibitory. 

“One of the most importantand profitable manufactur- 


1 


screws,’ Which is now monopolized by the American Screw 
Company of Providence, Khode Island, the only screw 
company in the United States at this time. ie 

“Phe two rival companies (that were) of that city, it is 
known, to have divided for the Jgst six years, most fabu- 
Jous profits and dividends, even as high as 50 per cent. per 
month for six months, and are now consolidated under the 
above name, and if the rates proposed in the bill are adopted, 
it will give to that company the sole control of the sale of 
screws in the United States, and it is honestly believed 
that they will take such advantage of the same by raising 
the price of screws, by reducing the discount (evidence of 
which we offer by the reduction they made after having 
bought off Mr. Nettlefold) from 52} per cent. from list to 
20 per cent. and thereby prevent the Government from re- 
ceiving $1 of revenue. 

‘The hardware merchants and consumers of nearly 
every city and State in the country, have signed a remon- 
strance, Without hesitation, against the passage of this ‘ tar- 
iff bill,’ exceptat a rate of duty which will not only pay 
a revenue to the Government, but be a protection to Ameri- 
can manufacturers. 

“It is an undisputed fact, that should the bill pass under 
the present rates proposed, not $1 will be collected for rev- 
enue. But should the rate of duty be amended to the rate 
of other hardware, or even at 30 per cent. ad valorem, it 
would be acceptable to the hardware trade, and still be a 
very large protection (equal to 65 per cent.) to the only 
company in the United States, and help to replenish the 
exhausted Treasury, and not encourage the monopoly of one 
of the most useful articles of consumption in the world.”’ 


Mr. SIMMONS. I should think the Senate 
would be perfectly satisfied , after hearing the last 
clause of that memorial read, of the general char- 
acter of these memorials. They say there, that 
a duty of 30 per cent. would be equal to 65 per 
cent. protection. That is ciphering with a ven- 
geance. I do not know whether the Senator read 
it right or not; but that is the way he read it. 
Does it say so? 

Mr. HUNTER. It says: 

“ But should the rate of duty be amended to the rate of 
other hardware, or even at 30 per cent. ad valorem, it would 
be acceptable to the hardware trade, and still be a very 
large protection (equal to 65 per cent.) to the only company 
in the United States.” 

Mr. SIMMONS. That is the character of that 
memorial read here in the Senate. It declares that 
a simple duty of 30 per cent. is equal to a protec- 
tion of 65 per cent.; and yet Senators will get up 
and read this sort of missives, which are sent here 
to try to injure innocent people. We have, in 
this bill, raised the duty on iron from which these 
screws are made, as much as $10 aton. They 
use four thousand tons a year. There will be 
40,000 extra duty that they will pay into the 
Treasury. They ask oe for that Y will read 
the price of these screws, and the duties under the 
tariff of 1842. The Senator’s memorialists are 
very correct in saying that these companies have 
driven all the English screws out of the market, 
and supplied our market with them. The duties 
on screws, in the tariff of 1842, were put at 12 cents 
a pound. This duty is 6} cents. I had letters 
from all the hardware men in 1842, and took the 
values from their letters, and put them down ina 
report which I made to the Senate, and I will read 
what they were valued at then: ‘* Screws, com- 
monly called wood-screws, exceeding one inch in 


ing businesses in this country is the manufacture of * wood- | screws. 
| 


less than one inch in length, 66 cents per pound.” 
_ That is what they were valued at in 1842, by the 
importers themselves. The present prices of shen, 
instead of being 40 and 66 cents, as the Senator 
read, are from 243 to 25} cents a pound. On one 
size of these screws, the duty under the bill is 5 
cents aeenee. That is the large size, selling for 
about 20 cents. On the smaller size the duty is 
8 cents, and they sell at 30 or 32 cents; the aver- 
age price is about 25 cents. I took the books of 
this company and averaged the screws two years 
ago myself, and the ave price was from 243 
to 25} cents. I told them then they could not get 
25 per cent. on the fair market value here, and it 
was so put in the bill. There wasa mistake about 
putting one size of the screws into a lower sched- 
ule, but that I concluded not to alter, as it is of 
no great consequence. These men have driven 
old Mr. James out of this market and out of Eng- 
land. They have had to buy some patents. The 
Senator says ae patents on these machines. 
They $50,000 for their patents, and every- 














body else that is making screws in this country 
has the same patents; and those who are making 
| them in England have the same patents. 
| Now, look at the advantage the English have. 
\| Nearly half the iron which 1s used in the manu- 
facture of these screws is turned off, and cut into 
| thread in turning the screws. They have to im- 
| port nearly two tons of iron to get one ton of 
The English turn it off at home, and 
send one ton of screws here, saving the freight, 
and saving the duty on the other ton. This, | 
suppose, is an attempt to crush out this American 
interest, and repay them for having made these 
screws at half what they were selling for when 
those machines were invented, in order that Eng- 
lish capitalists may come here, and break down 
the American manufacturers. I ask nothing for 
these screws that is not given to every other man- 
ufacture in the country; nota farthing more. But, 
because some busybody has been getting up me- 
morials insulting the Senate with such statements 
as that one which the Senator from Virginia has 
read, he must rise here, and make a great appeal 
about monopolies. I said the other day, when 
my attention was called to this matter by the Sen- 
ator from Ohio, [Mr. Wape,] that there had been 
about twenty-four or twenty-five of these com- 
anies, and that all but four of them had been 
roken down by the competition, and failed, and 
lost their capital; and the stockholders of some 
of them were assessed to pay up the balance of 
their debts. These four existing companies are 
now filling the market; and they can make to-day 
from 25 to 50 per cent. more than the United 
States want to buy. Their machines are par- 
tially stopped, in order not to overstock the mar- 
ket; and there are competitors from New York to 
New Hampshire. 

It does not really make any difference, how- 
ever, what the factsare. Ifa hardware merchant 
gets a@ little offended with an establishment, be- 
cause they will not sell to him for less than they 
do to anybody else, he gets up these memorials, 
just as they did about steel. The Senator has 
put in a great many memorials here about steel, 
more, ten to one, than he has about these screws; 
and how did they come out? Just as this ought 
to come out; only that the men there had manli- 
ness enough to go before the committee, and ac- 
knowledge that they were mistaken, and admit 
that the duties, as they were in the bill, were right. 

Mr. HUNTER. Has not the Senator akered 
the duties on steel as they were in the original 
bill? Did he not amend them in committee ? 

Mr. SIMMONS. I did. But how did I amend 
them? 

Mr. HUNTER. Does he say that because 
some of them were satisfied with the duty as 
amended, that showed that they had not cause 
to be dissatisfied with the duty before it was 
amended? 

Mr. SIMMONS. Yes, sir. 

Mr. HUNTER. It was before it was amended 
that those memorials were put in. 
| Mr. SIMMONS. That is a very ingenious 








way to get out of it, lagree. The duties were 
| amended in only one particular. The bill, as it 
|| came from the House of Representatives, was in- 
| consistent with itself. It said that all steel worth 
from 7 to 11 cents a pound should pay 2 cents a 
pound duty; and it had a proviso in, that no steel 


on the 1] cent steel was a little over 2 cents a 
pound, and therefore we amended it. Then there 
was another specific rate of 24 cents; and I should 
like to know “ much that was. On steel worth 
12 cents, the 20 per cent. would be 2.4 cents, and 
the bill imposed 2} cents. There was no material 
reduction in the amount—only a reduction of a 
mill on a pound in one stage, and that was the 12 
cent steel. Surely, that would not satisfy any- 
body. If there was any serious objection to that 
duty as it came from the House of Representa- 
|| tives, it applies to it to-day. That is certain, 
|| Now, the manufacture of these screws is a lead- 
|| ing interest in the State that I represent here. I 
do not ask anything for that; but I dislike to see 
|| any of my constituents marked out here for de- 
|| struction by any portion of this country. a 
have made a better article than ever was made 
in the world before, and they are selling them 
to-day for less than half the price they were 
when they began, and you are putting on a duty 
of about half what there was then. The duty 


length, at 40 cents per pound; and one inch and should be admitted for less than 20 percent. That 
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was 12 cents under the tariff of 1842, and in this 
bill it is 65 cents. 

Mr. BIGLER. I have no disposition to par- 
ticipate in this contest about screws; but I desire 
to state that the memorialists, in alleging that the 
sales of screws in this country and in Canada an- 
nually amount to $4,000,000 in value, are certainly 
mistaken. The consumption in the United States, 
as I am informed by very intelligent sources, 
amounts to less than $1,000,000. What it is in 
Canada, I cannot tell; but it is not so large in 
Canada as it is in the United States. 

Another point: there is no question of revenue 
in this controversy between the Senator from 
Rhode Island and the Senator from Virginia. 
That, I presume, the Senator from Virginia is 
aware of. There is no importation of screws now 
worthy of mention at all; the revenue from that 
source is Utterly insignificant; so that there is no 
question of revenue. ; 

Mr. HUNTER. According to that statement, 
the present duty of 24 per cent. excluded the for- 
eign goods, and that was prohibitory, and they 
certainly ought to be content with 25, But before 
I return to this, I will make a remark in regard 
to the steel. The Senator from Rhode Island him- 
self, when he went to amend the provision in re- 
gard to the steel, acknowledged the justice of those 
who petitioned against it before it was amended; 
and | read the other day a statement from the 
New York appraisers, showing thateven now the 
increase amounted to 20 per cent.on some articles 
of steel; which we all know is a most important 
raw material in many kinds of manufacture. But 
I return to this matter of screws: | know nothing 
about it, except from the evidence which I have 
here. I say it is presented to us by these gentle- 
men, who are a committee from the board of hard- 
ware trade in New York—Thomas B. Oakley, 
Charles Vandervoort, and A. T. Russell—intro- 
duced to me as gentlemen of respectability; at 
least one of them was, and said to be so by one of 
the members from the city of New York. This 
is their statement. I take it for granted thata 
statement made by a committee from the board of 
hardware of the city of New York must be enti- 
tled to some respect. It is true that their remark 
in regard to the 65 per cent. | had not adverted 
to to understand their explanation; but I think 1 
know what it does mean. The protection is not 
only in the duty; but the manufacturers are also 
protected by the amount which it costs to obtain 
the imported article from abroad, and to bring it 
here. I presented last year some accounts in 
which the other charges were equal to the duty; 
and it may be so in regard to the screws. I 
only suggest that as a possible explanation. I 
did not advert to that when they were here; but 
I have no doubt that is what they mean; that be- 
sides the 30 per cent. duty which they say they 
would agree to, the cost of getting it here from 
abroad would be equal to 35 per cent. more. I 
know that there are cases in which the expense 
of bringing articles here is fully equal to the duty. 
Whether this is one of them, 1 am not able to 
say. I know nothing about it, except from the 
statement of these gentlemen who were sent on 
here by an important branch of trade in the city 
of New York. 

Now, the Senator from Rhode Island turns up 
his nose at 25 per cent. protection—turns up his 
nose at a protection of one fourth the value of the 
article. It seems to me that that is a high duty. 
As I said before, if a man makes an importation, 
and has to leave one fourth of it in the custom- 
house—if he imports a hundred tons of iron, or a 
hundred bales of goods, and has to leave twenty- 
five in the custom-house—I think he would say 
he was paying a high tax; and it seems to me 
that if these parties have, as is stated—I do not 
know whether itis so or not—a patent in addition 
to this protection of 25 per cent., which saves 
them from domestic competition, while the 25 per 
cent. will save them from foreign competition, they 
ought to be contented with that. Fo willing 
to do these gentlemen equal justice with others, 
neither less nor more; and whilst I am not dis- 
posed to mark out the constituents of the Senator 
for destruction, 1 do not think he ought to mark 
out mine, and the constituents of other Senators 
here, in order to pay extravagant taxes for the 
benefit of his constituents, and especially as he 
himself has charge of the bill. I say that a duty 


of 25 per cent., it seems to me, ought to be ample 
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for any one. It appears to me that it is a large | the city of St. Louis, m regard to the duty pro- | 


duty; and if, in addition to that, it be true, as 


1} 
i 


stated—I do not know, the Senator knows—that | 


they have the advantage of a patent, too, which 


excludes domestic competition, surely they ought | 


to be satisfied with that. 
Mr. SIMMONS. 


I do not want to protract 


this debate, but the Senator repeats his statement 
that I said that those people who usesteel in this | 
country had good cause to complain of the duties | 


that were proposed in the tariff bill as it came 


from the House of Representatives. I never said || 


that, to my recollection. If I did say it, it was 
when I was not thinking of what I was saying; 


because | never believed they had the slightest | 


reason to complain of it. Now, the Senator says 
[turn up my nose at 25 percent. I tell him in 
return that [ do not turn up my nose aganything. 
{Laughter.] The duty in the bill on these screws 
is 25 per cent. on the fair market value in this 
country, and no more; and itis he, and not I, that 
is complaining of 25 per cent. 
the most irrefragable testimony that these screws, 
for the last three years since they have been 
brought to the utmost perfection, have brought in 
this market an average of 25 cents a pound; and 


we put on them, in this bill, an average duty of || 


6} cents a pound; and that is as near 25 per cent. 
as you can cipher. There may be a little fraction 
over’ The bill divides the duties upon the differ- 
ent classes, at 5 and 8 cents, I suppose for con- 
venience. {do not know howelse they came to 


divide the duties in that way; but the average is | 


6} cents a pound. 
‘The Senator’s arguments are like puzzling caps; 
pull them one way, and they mean one thing; pull 


them another, and they mean another. If I should | 


ate to require an importer to deposit twenty- 
ve bales out of every hundred in the Govern- 
ment chest, the Senator would say that that was 
more than 25 per cent.; and I should not dispute 


it. I havealready explained that where we could | 


not ascertain the precise market value here of any 
goods, we have put invariably in the bill 30 per 
eent. on the foreign value. The Senator talks 
about the expense of bringing these screws here. 
i have told him before, and it is obvious to every- 
body, and must be to him, that it takes about two 
tons of iron to make one ton of these screws; and 
our manufacturers import the iron and pay the 
Government a duty for #. The duty upon that 
iron amounts, on every pound of these screws, to 
2 cents out of the 6} cents protection given in the 
bill; for the duty is 1 cent a pound, or $20 a ton. 

Well, what did we do with the weol people? 


We put a duty on wool; and when we did so, we | 


put precisely double the amounton the manufac- 
tured article, because it takes two pounds of wool 
to make a pound of cloth; and we put upon the 
cloth a duty of precisely double that which we 
put on the wool, as a set-off to the duty imposed 
on the wool. That may be perceived through 
the whole of this bill; and we put it there as much 
for the benefit of the farmers of the country as for 
the manufactures, because itis just as bad forthe 
farmers—the wool-growers of this country—to 
have one pound of cloth brought in, as it is to 
have two pounds of wool brought in. It takes 
the place of their woo] in the same proportion. 
The Senator says that, according to this me- 
morial, the Government will not getany revenue 
if these screws are made in this country. [ have 
said once before that they use four thousand tons 
of tron in making them. That is what they rep- 
resent to me; and at $20 a ton the duty on that 
iron would be $80,000. ‘That is increased about 
one half by this very bill. They make no com- 


plaint of that; but the first few years, until we get | 


the iron business improved in this country, we 
know that they will have to import it. [I have no 


doubt that, in the long run, they will get most of | 
it here; and [ trust this bill will become a per- | 


manentmeasure. I do not propose, if [should have 
the honor of a seat here, to resort to an increase 
of duties when we get short of moncy. If this 
bill is made so as to supply the wants of the Gov- 
ernment in ordinary times, and there come extra- 
ordinary times, when we shall need money, I in- 
tend to resort to some other method if T have a 


tled and hackled and abused by every enemy of 


the bill itself, and of the Treasury of the country. | 


Mr. POLK. I have received within a few days 


past a letter from some leading hardware firms in | 


| 


| 
j 
i] 


I can prove by | share. 


|| 


2 LT 


| cent: that is, $100 of original stock cannot be bought at 


| 1, 1860, 45 and 7} per cent. discount, or 52} 


} companies consolidated. 


| sand nine hundred tons were used the last year, which will 


on ee | & || pay a duty under the proposed bill of $78,000. One third of 
chante: but [ trust that this bill is not to be whit- | : 





posed to be imposed on wood-screws, a portion of 
which I beg leave to read to the Senate, because 
it states the case better, perhaps, than I could. 
The letter is dated the 28th of January. They 
say: 

* The © Morrill tariff’ bill before Congress imposes a duty 
of 6 cents per pound on ‘ wood-screws,’ which is equal to 
a duty of 40 per cent. ad valorem. If this is passed it will 
drive out the foreign serews, and, of necessity, will bring 
no revenue. It will then permit the American makers to 
make an exorbitant profit, and they will then still further 
increase the price, and for ‘net cash’ only. The screw 
business has become a complete munopoly. There were 
only four separate companies manufacturing screws in 
America. The ‘Eagle’ and ‘New England’ companies 
have consolidated under the name of the *‘ American Screw 
Company.’ The ‘ Bay State,’ of Taunton, Massachusetts, | 





| and the * Utica,’ of Utica, New York, are small and weak | 


concerns, over whom the American Screw Company lords 
it completely, dictating its own terms to them. The value 
of the stock of the Eagle and New England (or American 
Screw Company consolidated) is now worth over 1,000 per 


less than $1,000, and has been solid as high as $1,200 per 
We inclose you afew circulars showing their posi- 
tions. Circular No. 1 shows that they have offered 60 per 
cent. discount. This was in 1855, and resulted from do- 
inestic competition between the ‘ Eagle’ and ‘ New Eng- 
land’ companies, which led to the consolidation as shown 
in circulars Nos. 2 and 3. Circular No. 1} shows the dis- 
count to have been, 1856, 30 and 5 per cent. discount for 
large orders. No. 2 shows the discount to have been, June 
er cent. net. 
This discount was made when the Eagle and New England 
Some few months previous to 
this time, (June 1, 1860,) Nettleford & Chamberlain bought 
the right of athird party to make screws in England. Hence 
the Eagle and New England companies reduced screws to 
52} per cent., so that Messrs. Nettleford & Chamberlain 
could vot export profitably. Then William G. & AlbertG. 
Angell, managers of the American Screw Company, went 
to England, and made arrangements for Messrs. Netuleford 
& Chamberlain to keep out of the American market. ‘They 
did so, as will appear from letter 4. Still, other makers in 
England, who, itseems, bought Nettleford & Chamberlain’s 
right to make screws before the trade was made between 
Nettleford & Chamberlain and the American Screw Compa- 
ny, are now offering screws tor exportation at an equivalent 
of 50 per cent. discount on the American list. This being the 
condition of matters, 6 cents per pound averdupois specific 
duty will keep out the English screws, and of necessity 
furnish no revenue, and will admit of putting American 
screws at 15 to 20 per cent. discount net cash, resulting in 
augmenting the value of the screw stock in Providence, 
which is already worth 1,000 per cent., placing the whole 
hardware trade and consumers at the mercy of the already 
overgrown monopoly of the American Screw Company at 
Providence, Rhode Island. If the amendment now before 
you of 20 per cent. duties on wood-screws should become 
a law, it would still permit the American companies to 
make enormous profits, and permit importations, thus fur- 
nishing revenue, and save the large dealers from dictatorial 
terms, and be the means of placing this most useful article 
at a fair price to consumers. We would call your atten- 
tion to the several circulars—noticing in 1855, 60 per cent. 
discount; in 1856, 30 and 5 per cent.; June 1, 1850, at 45 
and 7} per cent., from long price; August 13, 1860, 20 per 
cent. discount, which last price is now ruling. But if this 
6 cents per pound bill is passed, they will undoubtedly put 
screws at 10 per cent. discount ‘ net cash.’ ”’ 


This is signed by Child, Pratt & Fox; Shap- 
leigh, Day& Co.; Haywood, Carr & Co.; Wilson, 
Brother & Co.; Adolphus Meier & Co.; G. Bren- 
nermann & Co.; and Wilson, Levering & Wa- 
ters, large hardware dealers and sellers of this ar- 
ticle at wholesale in the city of St. Louis. I myself | 
have no personal knowledge of this matter; but 
it seemsto me that a duty of 25 percent. ad valorem 
ought to be sufficient on those screws—as much 
as any person ought toask. For that Iam willing 
to vote; but Iam not willing to vote for a spe- 
cific duty, which, rendered into ad valorems, would 
amount to 40 per cent. 

Mr. FOOT. I can say, with the honorable 
Senator from Missouri, that lam not at all ac- 
quainted with the subject now under considera- 
tion; [ have not made myself familiar with the 
details and operations of it; and am not in the 
habit of attempting to enlighten others on a sub- 
ject which I do not profess to understand myself; 
but a paper has been placed in my hands, drawn 
up by a committee of the manufacturers of these 
articles, in reply to the statements contained in 
the paper read by the honorable Senator from 
Virginia from a committee of hardware dealers; 
and I beg leave to read that statement as a response 
and answer to that of the Senator from Virginia: 

“The sales of wood-screws last year were $967,000 for 


the whole country. 
* Serews are made of English iron. 
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About three thou- 
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this quantity is wasted in process of manufacture, after 
having paid the duty, freight, and expenses, amounting to 
$36,200, all of which sum is saved by the English manu- 
facturer. 

“ Of wwenty-two screw companies established since 1839, 
eighteen have failed and lost their entire capital. 
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| February 19, 


“The English manufacturers are now workin 
same patents with the Americans, purchased 
inventors. 


“The increased duty on screws, under the Proposed bi] 


only equals the increased duty on the iron out of which the 
are made. y 


** Under the tariff of 1842, the duties on screws were 
double what is now proposed, while the duty on th 
was less. 


“The English provinces are supplied entirely by the Eng. 
lish manufacturers. Bi 

* Blunt screws, of a second quality, without the manu- 
facturer’s label, have been sold as low as 60 per cent. dis- 
count from list-price, only for a short time, at a period of 
great depression, and at a loss to the manufacturer. 

“The American manefacturers were compelled last year 
to buy off English competition, or stop the most of their 
works, not having sufficient protection from their own Goy- 
ernment. 

‘The opposition to the duty on screws was started and 
is prompted by the English agents and a New York mer- 
chant, who has for several years been engaged in a lawsuit 
with one of the screw companies, which suit has lately 
been decided against him.” 


This is all the speech I have to make on this 
question. I have thought it pees to read this 
in response to the paper which has been read on 
the other side. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Braae in 
in the chair.) The question is on the amendment 
offered by the Senator from Virginia. 

Mr. HUNTER. On that I call for the yeas 
and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The Secretary proceeded to call the roll. 

Mr. CLINGMAN (when his name was called) 
said: I wish to say that, on one or two of the last 
votes, I was paired with the Senator from Maine, 
(Mr. Fessenpen,} who is on the committee of 
conference; but he is now in the Chamber, and I 
vote ** yea.”” 

Mr. FITCH. I voted somewhat thoughtlessly, 
having paired off with the Senator from Iowa [Mr. 
Haran] forashort time. I ascertain that he 
would have voted nay on this matter. I therefore 
desire the unanimous consent of the Senate to 
withdraw my vote. If it is necessary to vote in 
order to make a quorum, I will do so. 

The result was then announced—yeas 16, nays 
24; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Bayard, Bragg, Bright, Clingman, Green, 
Hemphill, Hunter, Johnson of Arkansas, Kennedy, Lane, 
Latham, Mason, Nicholson, Pearce, Polk, and Powell-—16. 

NAYS—Messrs. Anthony. Baker, Bigler, Bingham, Cam- 
eron, Chandler, Clark, Dixon, Doolittle, Durkee, Fessen- 
den, Foot, Foster, Grimes, Hale, King, Seward, Simmons, 
Sumner, Ten Eyck, Trumbull, Wade, Wilkinson, and Wil- 
son—24. 

So the amendment was rejected. 


Mr. MASON. Mr. President, my attention 
has been called, by a communication from the 
Department of State, addressed to the Committee 
on Foreign Relations, to a difficulty that will arise 
upon this bill in its present shape, bringing it in 
conflict with existing treaties, certainly with the 
Government of Portugal, and probably with other 
Governments, in the mode of imposing a duty on 
wine. In the sixteenth line of page 6, the duties 
imposed on wine are: 


On Madeira, sherry, and port wines, champagne and 
sparkling wines— 


enumerating a number of them— 


in casks or bottles, 75 cents per gallon. On all other 
wines not enumerated, 33} per cent. ad valorem. 

I will ask the attention of the gentleman who 
has charge of the bill to this fact. 1 say, my at- 
tention has been called by the State Department, 
in a communication addressed to the Committee 
on Foreign Relations, to a difficulty that may 
arise if the bill remains in its present here bring- 
ing the clause in relation to the duty upon the 
wines of Portugal in conflict with the provisions 
of the existing treaties with Portugal. There is 
a discrimination made upon wines as they are set 
out here by various descriptions in the bill. The 
duty on Madeira and port, and various other 
wines that are enumerated, is 75 cents per gallon; 
and then on all other wines not enumerated there 
is imposed a duty of 335 percent. In consequence 
of that suggestion, I move to strike out of the bill, 
in line sixteen of page 6, the words ‘* Madeira and 
port.’’ Those are the only two wines of Portugal 
that are specifically enumerated. 

The same difficulty arose, as is shown by the 
communication from the Department of State, in 
1844, in reference to the tariff bill of 1842. Inthe 
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act of 1842, in assessing the duties on wine, the 
duties were very discriminating on wines of dif- 
ferent character, and imported from different 
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1861. 


the Government of Portugal against the exactions 
contained in that tariff of 1842, because it was in- 
consistent with the treaty with Portugal, the 
President sent a special message to both Houses, 
which, in the House of Representatives, was re- | 
ferred to the Commitee on Foreign Affairs. That | 
committee, in February, 1844, made a report. In 
that report the committee sustained the objection 
taken by the Government of Portugal, and intro- 
duced a bill for the purpose of repealing so much 
of the law as related to the duty on Portuguese 
wines. 
report of the committee, and I refer to it therefore 
for convenience—contains these words: 

«The third article of this treaty stipulates as follows : 
‘no higher or other duties shall be imposed on the import- 


ation into the United States of any article the growth, prod- 
uce, or manufacture of the kingdom and possessions of 


—* ; 
nations. In consequence of a remonstrance from 
| 


The third article—which is set outin the | 





Portugal, than are or shall be payable on the like article 
being the growth, produce, or manufacture of any other 
foreign country.’ 

‘ Articles five, eight, and thirteen, extend to the produce 
of Portugal and her possessions the same rights, privileges, 
and favors which shall be granted to the products of the 
most favored nation.”? 


The subject was discussed, of course, between 


the Portuguese minister, then in the United States, | 


andthe Governmentof the United States; and the 
committee say: 


«The positions taken by the Government of the United 


States, as developed in the correspondence, with respect | 


to this treaty, are: 

“J, That* wines of different places, or different charac- 
ter or designation, are, in fact, separate articles, liable, on 
their several importations, to be charged with different du- 
ties by this Government.’ 

“2. That, ‘in adjusting the rates of specific duties ad 
valorem on wines, it is assumed and believed that Congress 
acted with a special reference to the foreign values of the 
several kinds of this product.’ ” 

The committee then go into a disquisition upon 
the position then taken by the Government, and 
disagree to it; and, as I said, accompany their 
report by a bill to repeal so much of the law as 
was objected to. The bill, however, did not pass. 
It failed for want of time; and the Secretary of the 
Treasury, nevertheless, by a Treasury order, 
availed himself of a provision in the law of 1842, 
to limit the duty upon Portuguese wine to the low- 
est rate of duty provided for imthe treaty. I will 
read that stipulation of the treaty of 1842. At the 
the close of the paragraph imposing the duty on 
wine, there was this proviso: 

‘t Provided, That nothing herein contained shall be con- 
strucd or permitted to operate so as to interfere with sub- 
sisting treaties with fureign nations.”’ 

The Secretary, in accordance with the reason- 
ing contained in the report of the committee, by 
a Treasury order, brought down the rates of dut 
in conformity with that clause in the tariff bill. 
The best mode for the Senate to agree to the 
amendment—as the bill as itnow stands is in vio- 
lation of our treaty stipulation, and that treaty 
should be stiedlatle detail be, in my judgment, 
to strike out from the bill the words that 1 have 
mentioned—‘* Madeira and port’’—they being the 
only Portuguese wines that are specifically rated, 
and they will then come in under the designation 
of all other wines on which an ad valorem duty of 
334 per cent. is placed. 

Mr. SIMMONS. I had examined this subject 
before I reported this bill; and I thought I had 
drawn this portion of it so as to avoid that diffi- 
culty in regard to the treaty; but I discovered, on 
looking over it more closely last night, that it did 
not obviate that objection, and I have drawn an 
amendment to meet the case. As the bill now 
stands, it does conflict with the treaty—not as J 
understand the treaty, but as the Government un- 
derstood it, and had committed themselves to adopt 
it. I had not read that treaty for some time; but 
I discovered that the different rates of duty, or the 
different forms of duty proposed to be levied, 
conflicted with that treaty. We can neither put 
‘‘ higher nor other duties’? upon the wines from 
that country than those of other nations; and I 
believe we have just such treaties with most of 
the wine-growing countries. I propose, therefore, 


| 
| 





to strike out all these descriptions of wines, and | 


insert: 

On wines of all kinds, 40 per centum ad valorem. 

That is precisely the duty that it has been under 
for eleven years, in the tariff of 1846. These are 
the highest priced wines. I intended to puta 
pretty high duty on them. I think they are lux- 
uries, and will bear a high duty; and I thought, 
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if we put a pretty fair duty on the high priced || 
wines, we could afford, on the low wines, to have 
a duty of 334 per cent.; but, inasmuch as we are 
prevented from making any distinction as to the || 
quality of the wines, | think we ought to return 
to the old duty of 40 per cent. That was what | 
Mr. Guthrie recommended when he proposed to | 
revise the tariff in 1856 and 1857—to retain the |! 
schedules on biquor, and then put all the manu- || 
factured fabrics into one schedule. That was his 
plan. Ido not think that wines of any import- 
ance are made in thiscountry. There are some; 
but as we must have a uniform rate of duties on || 
wines coming into the country, we cannot dis- | 
criminate under these treaties according to our | 
construction of the treaty; and according to the | 
construction taken by the nations with whom we | 
have made them, I propose the amendment I have 
suggested. I do not want to interfere with those 
treaties. 

Mr. BIGLER. Will the Senator submit his 
amendment? 

Mr. SIMMONS. It is to strike out all the de- 
scriptions of wines in the bill, and to insert: 

On wines of all kirtds, 40 per centum ad valorem. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. Does the Sen- 
ator from Virginia accept that as a substitute for 
his amendment ? 

Mr. MASON. We know, Mr. President, that 
large quantities of inferior wines are imported 








wines which are really very cheap, and I believe | 
add largely and advantageously to the consump- | 
tion of the country. Perhaps a duty of 40 per | 
cent. upon cheap wines would be too high. I 
would prefer to leave it at 334 per cent. 

Mr. SIMMONS. That was the duty put on 
the low-priced wines, and I was perfectly satisfied 
with it; but if you have got to put the same duty 
on all wines, I do not see why we should not go 
back to the duty placed upon wines by the tariff 
of 1846, and continued for eleven years. We got 
a great deal of revenue by it, and we shall want | 
the revenue now. 

Mr. MASON. The tariff bill which passed in 
1846 was a bill imposing very heavy duties gen- 
erally. I should prefer to have a vote taken on 
my amendment. 

Mr. BAKER, I should like the Senator from 
Rhode Island to remember, while he is devoting 
his great experience and discrimination to this 
question of duties on wine, that on the Pacific 
coast there is now growing up an interest which 
is scarcely understood here yet. I know one gen- 
tleman in California who has four hundred thou- 
sand vines growing on his plantation. Next year, 
or the year after, those vines will make four hun- 
dred thousand gallons of wine; and that is by no 
means a singularcase. Ido not know that I shall 
live to see it, but many gentlemen in this body 
will live to see the time that the value of the wine 
product of California will be greater than the gold 
product now is; and whatever there may be in 
this idea of protection to a new manufacture, to 
enable the child to walk by a little artificial aid 
until it is strong enough to support itself, I hope 
he will apply to that interest the only relation 
which connects us with the tariff, except inju- | 
riously, as we suppose. 

Mr. SIMMONS. Then, 1 hope the Senator 
will sustain me in this 40 per cent. duty. 

Mr. BAKER. Say 100. 

Mr. SIMMONS. I would not mind putting 
it at 100; but I will take the old rule, 40 per cent. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question 
is on the amendment offered by the Senator from 
Virginia. 

The amendment was rejected. 

Mr. SIMMONS. I now offer my amendment 
to strike out all the descriptions of wines iri the 
bill, and to insert ‘* on wines of all kinds, 40 per 
cent. ad valorem.”’ 

The Secretary read the amendment; to strike 
out from lines sixteen to twenty-four of section 
six, in the following words: 

‘On Madeira, sherry, and port wines, champagne and 
sparkling wines, Burgundy, and hock, in casks or bottles, 


79 cents per gallon; onall other wines not enumerated, 33} 
per centum ad valorem.”’ 


And to insert the following, in lieu thereof: 
On wines of all kinds, 40 per cent. ad valorem. 
The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. BIGLER. There is some difficulty about 
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from Spain, Portugal, Italy, and other places, 
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the meaning of the thirty-third s@tion. | move 


| to strike out all after the word “ act,’’ in the sixth 
| line of that section, in the following words: 


“The word valued, where used in this act, shall be con- 


| strued and understood as meaning invoiced or appraised.’ 


And to insert the following, in lieu thereof: 


The words value and valued, where used in this act, 
shall be construed and understood as meaning the true 
market vatue of the goods, wares, and merchandise in the 
principal markets of the world, from whence exported, at 
the date of exportation. 

Mr. SIMMONS. That amendment is right. I 
do not think there is any objection to it. 
Mr. BIGLER. It only simplifies the bill. 


The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. HUNTER. In connection with the sub- 
ject of an amendment just offered, there is another 
matter to which I should like to call the attention 
of the Senator from Rhode Island. 

Mr. SIMMONS. I was about to make an al- 
teration in the bill. I want to strike out in the 
twenty-eighth and twenty-ninth lines, on page 7, 
the words ‘‘and to the highest rates of duty ap- 
plicable to the article of the same name;’’ so that 
the clause will read: 

Provided, That all imitations of brandy or spirits, or of 
any of the said wines, and all wines imported by any names 
whatever, shall be subject to the duty provided for the gen- 
uine article which it is intended to represent. 

As we have now got but one rate of duty on 
wines in the bill, that qualification is now unue- 
cessary. ® 

The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. POWELL. I move to amend the twelfth 
section, by striking out in the eighth line, the 
words ‘‘shall exceed 18 cents per pound and,’’ 


| and adding in the ninth line, after the word 


** pound,’’ the words ‘‘shall be subject to a duty 
of 19 per centum ad valorem;’’ so that the section 
will read: 

That from and afterthe day and year aforesaid there shal! 
be levied, collected, and paid, on the importation of the 
articles hereinafter mentioned, the following duties, thatis 
to say: First, On all wool unmanufactured, and ail hair of 
the alpaca, goat, and other like animals, unmanufactured, 
the value whereof at the last port or place from whence 
exported to the United States shall not exceed 24 cents per 
pound, shall be subject to a duty of 19 per centum ad 
valorem. 

The object of the amendment is to place an ad 
valorem duty of 19 per cent. on all wools under 24 
cents a pound. On thatamendment I ask for the 
yeas and nays. . 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. CLARK. he effect of this amendment, 
as | understand it, is to impose a duty upon all 
wool; to alter the provision of the tariff now, that 
all wool costing less than 20 cents a pound, shall 
be admitted free. ‘That is the present state of the 
tariff. Now, Mr. President, as my vote for this 
bill, when it shall be perfected, will depend upon 
the passage of this amendment, I desire to say 
something in regard to it. 

I suppose the object of the Senator from Ken- 
tucky, is to afford protection to the wool-grower, 
and to increase the growth and product of wool 
in this country. Let me say to the Senator from 
Kentucky, that I desire as much as he can to in- 
crease the growth and product of wool in this 
country; but I do not believe that the amendment 
which he proposes will have that effect. 1 believe, 
on the contrary, that it will take from him the 
very market which he now has, and in which and 
to which he sends and sells his wool. 

The present tariff as it now stands, that is, the 
tariff of 1857, is a good tariff for a large part of 
the manufacturers of New England. They do not 
desire to change that tariff. I may say, that those 
people who are concerned in manufactures in my 
city do not desire to change the tariff of 1857. 
The proposed tariif will impose a burden on them 
in a great many respects, which will be onerous, 
which they do not wish to bear; but in consider- 
ation of the fact that other portions of the coun- 
try desire to be protected, they will cheerfully ac- 
cede to this tariff, if they can be permitted to have 
it in other respects agreeable to them; that is, if 
they can be permitted to have, as this tariff pro- 
vides, wool costing less than 18 cents per pound 
come in free, they will cheerfully submit to this 
alteration of the tariff. Let me inquire of the Sen- 
ator from Kentucky, if there is any domestic wool 
which comes in competition with this description 
of wool? Do our people raise in Kentucky or any- 
where else, wool so coarse as to come in compe, 
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tition with thi¥, or does he design to prevent fraud 
by the imposition of this duty? I do not under- 
stand that there isany coarse wool raised in Ken- 
tucky which comes in competition with this; but 
I understand the complaint to be that, under the 
present tariff, ey bring in wools of a very much | 
finer description, by mixing it with dirtand other | 
foreign matter, so that it costs less than 20 cents | 
a pound in the market. Now, let me say to the 
Senator from Kentucky, that that should be pro- 
vided for in some other way, not by imposing a | 
duty on the coarse wool, but by so guarding the 
bill that the fine wools cannot come in in that 
way. 

in the town where [ reside, we manufacture 
woolens and we manufacture cottons. The wool- 
ens that we manufacture are generally of a fine 
kind; we manufacture delaines; we take the finest 
of the wool which is grown in this country; we 
carefully sort and card it; and in so doing there is 
a certain portion of the coarse wool which comes 
from it. ‘That of itself would not be sufficient to 
carry on a distinct branch of the manufacture, 
but by importing this coarse wool and putting it 
with that which is sorted from the finer wools of 
this country, we are enabled to build up a manu- 
facture of very coarse cassimeres and coarse ho- 
siery, #0 that we are enabled to dispose of the 
coarse wools in that way, and to some profit. 
Now, if you impose a duty on that coarse wool, | 
which does not come in competition with the 
other woo!s of this country, you destroy entirely 
that branch of business, and in so far you destroy 
the manufacture of the wool. By this imposition 
of duty on iron, we enhance very much the cost 
of the machinery which manufactures this wool. 
By the imposition of the duty upon linseed, and 
upon oil and paints, we increase the expense in 
that respect. By the imposition of duty on coal, | 
we increase the expense in that respect. If, while | 
increasing the duty on the iron that makes the 
machinery, on the coal by which we manufac- 
ture, on the paints and oils which are used about | 
that manufacture, you add, also, a duty upon the 
raw material, you destroy to a very great extent 
that branch of manufactures. 

I submit tothe Senator from Kentucky whether 
he wishes to do that. I think he will tell me that 
he does not. Let me say to him that I fear he is 
looking only to one end of the business, and neg- 
lecting a little the other. , I am desirous that he 
should have as large a sale and as good prices 
for wool as can be afforded. He, on the other 
hand, will desire that the manufacturer should 
find a ready sale for his goods. Now, I submit 
to the Senator from Kentucky, whether, within 
the last three years, he has not had a better price 
for his wool than he has ever had before; whether 
there is not more competition for it; whether 
agents are not going through the country for the 
purpose of buying it; and whether, instead of 
sending his wool to market, he does not find a 
sale for it at his own door? I think the history 
of the trade reveals that. 

If he imposes this duty, I want him to inquire 
whether he will not so retard the manufacture of 
the product which he furnishes as very much to 
diminish the price, I agree, and am willing to 
acknowledge, that within two or three years the | 
woolen manufacture has been a good branch of 
business—not so good within the last few months 
as it was before that time; but, at the same time, | 
so has wool-growing been very much increased 
in its profits, Both have gone along together, 
and both must go along together; for, when you 
strike down the manufacturer of woolens, you | 
strike down the profit of growing wool in this | 
country, because you will not export it to any 
very greatextent. I submit to the Senator from 
Kentucky whether the provisions of this bill, | 
which have been arranged by the friends of both 
parties, are not satisfactory, and whether he had 
not better let it remain as it is in this respect? 

By the tariff of 1857, we admitted all wool cost- 
ing less than 20 cents a pound free of duty. By 
this bill we propose to admit all wool costing less 
than 18 cents a pound, free. Now, the quality of 
wool which is mostly used, is that costing be- 
tween 20 and 16 cents. The manufacturers say 
they cannot carry on profitably the manufacture | 
if you reduce that minimum to ]6cents; and there- 
fore there has been a settlement of the question, | 
so far as the friends of the two sides could settle | 
it; by adjusting the minimum at 18 cents, and | 
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leaving it there; and now, it seems to me, if you 

uard the bill so as to prevent fraud, which I agree 
should be done, so as not to admit fine wools in 
this way, but toadmit only the coarse wools which 
are worth less than 18 cents a pound, you will 
protect the wool-growing interest, and you will 
protect the manufacturer, so that both Sucnciogs 
will go on and thrive together; which, it seems to 
me, is very desirable. 

Mr. POWELL. I regret that I cannot concur 
in the views expressed by the Senator from New 


|| Hampshire. I want this duty imposed for two 


reasons. First, ] want the growers of wool in this 
country to be protected; and, in the next place, I 
want the revenue. Itisa fact that is apparent in 
this Chamber, that we are now imposing taxes 
upon articles of the greatest necessity. Coffee 
and tea, by an amendment already adopted to this 
bill, are subjected to taxation; and I can see no 
reason why the wool-growers, those who grow 
coarse wool in this country, should not have this 
protection. ‘The Senator indicates many reasons 
why the woolen-manufacturing interest may suf- 
fer inconsequence of this tariff bill. Among others, 
he tells us that the onerous duties which it places 
upon iron will be injurious tothem. The hon- 
orable Senator from Pennsylvania [Mr. Cameron] 
has been trying to impress me with the belief, 
during the whole session, that the 9 + duties put 
on iron will make it cheaper; and the venerable 
Senator from Rhode Island, who has the subject 
peculiarly under his charge, tells us that high 
duties make the articles cheaper. 1 was delighted 
to hear the Senator from New Hampshire tell us, 
and tell the country, that these duties will make 
these articles higher. [am utterly opposed to the 
high duties that are imposed on tron in this bill. 
| intend to make an effort to reduce them, because 
I am confident that those duties will not only tax 
the machinery employed in the mills of the Sen- 
ator’s constituents, but they will tax the plow- 
shares, the axes, the sickles, and the hoes of the 
great agricultural interests of this country. 

Iam very confident that the Senator is mis- 
taken when he thinks there is no wool grown in 
the West, the price of which is under 24 cents. 
I have often known wool to sell cheaper than that. 
The State from which I come is not a wool-grow- 
ing State to a very large extent, but almost every 
one of our farmers has more or less sheep, usu- 
ally the coarse-wool sheep. I think iteminently 
pope that the duty which I have proposed should 

e imposed; and it is a wonder to me that Sen- 
ators from the great Northwest, where this is a 
commanding interest, do not come up and help us 
to amend the bill so as to tax this wool. I am 
not disposed to permit, if I can avoid it, the great 
agricultural interests of this country to be im- 
posed upon for the purpose of protecting and fos- 
aang every other industrial interest. God knows 
that I wish the manufacturing and all other inter- 
ests of this country to be prosperous; but I think 
itentirely wrong that, in order to give them duties 
toenrich them, you should be constantly drawing 
heavily on the great agricultural interests of the 
nation, 

I hope that the amendment will prevail. I am 
credibly informed by those who are more con- 
versant with the wool-trade than I am—for I con- 
fess I have not examined it very much—that it is 
the custom to bring in fine wool mixed with dirt 
so as to get it in cheap, and then wash it out and 
use itas fine wool. I want that practice put an 
end to. For the reasons that I have very briefl 
assigned, I hope the amendment will be adopted. 
It is not my purpose to strike at the gentleman’s 
interests or any other; but I think it improper and 
wrong to foster one branch of industry by taxing 
unduly another. I think it wrong upon principle 
in acountry like this, or in any other, to hire labor 


suit and take to one that is not so profitable; and 
without the duties imposed by this bill, Senators 
admit that our labor could be more profitably em- 
ployed. You take the people’s money, you give 
itas bounties and duties to those interests, and 
then talk about protecting the great laboring in- 
terest of the country! I hope the Senate will 
adopt this amendment. 

r. CLARK. I want to adduce an illustration, 
which I think will make this matter a little plain 
to the Senator from Kentucky. We have, as I 
have said before, an establishment in my city 
manufacturing woolen goods. There are a large 
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the western States; they not only buy woo), but 
they buy flour, and breadstuffs, and cheese, ang 
other articles of agricultural product. Strike down 
that establishment, and you destroy the market 
for your wool; and more than that, you very much 
injure the market for your flour and your other 
agricultural products. You injure the interest of 
the western part ofthe country atbothends. The 
can neither buy your wool, nor your flour, nor 
your other articles. Whatis an illustration in one 
case is an illustration in another. If you strike 
down all the woolen manufacturers, it would have 
precisely the same operation on the products of 
the country. 

Now, I want to make one further suggestion in 
regard to a remark that fell from the Senator from 
Kentucky, because I perceive that he did not give 
the right meaning or the full scope to a remark | 
made. I am not going to discuss the effect of a 
protective tariff on the manufactures of the coun- 


trys but I think experience has demonstrated that 
whe 


re you have protected a manufacturer of one 
branch of business, you have thereby reduced the 
cost of the manufacture. For instance: twelve 
years ago, it cost us 6 or 7 cents to manufacture a 
yard of cotton cloth; now we can manufacture 
that same yard of cotton cloth for 3 cents; and b 
perfecting our manufacture, in some kinds of cot- 
ton cloth we can compete against the world; but 
we had to be protected somewhat at first, and 
some branches of the cotton business have to be 
protected now. 

I think precisely the same will be the effect on 
the manufacture of iron. I do not doubt that, for 
a short time, the price of iron will be enhanced; 
but when we come to manufacture iron more 
abundantly and by better methods and by better 
eee I have no doubt that in time iron will 

e manufactured cheaper than it is now, and that 
we shall have it at as small a price as now; but 
in the mean time our manufacturers must suffer 
somewhat by the imposition of that duty; but that 
we are cheerfully willing to bear. While we have 
duties laid on iron which we use in our manufac- 
ture, and duties laid on other things, we do not 
want to be cut off {om the supply of foreign wool 
which does not come largely in competition with 
the productofany portion of this country. I agree 
with the Senator from Kentucky, that these frauds 
should be prevented; and if that is what he com- 
plains of, P think other provisions of the bill are 
sufficiently guarded to accomplish his purpose; if 
they are not, I will cheerfully go with him in such 
measures as may prevent the frauds; but I do not 
think it should be done by a duty upon the coarse 


wool. 

Mr. POWELL. I will say to the Senator that 
I propose this amendment for three reasons: first, 
revenue; second, protection; and third, to prevent 


fraud. 

Mr.GRIMES. Allow me to ask the Senator 
whom is he going to protect?) Where is it that 
this species of wool, below the value of 18 cents 
a pound, is produced? 

r. POLK. IfI fully believed that the effect 
would be, by leaving this cheap wool to come in 
free, to give protection to American wool growers, 
I should feel disposed to fall in with the line of 

olicy that is indicated by the Senator from New 

ampshire. But I will state a fact: there is a 
large quantity of this coarse wool, most of which 
is thrown away entirely; but some of it now is 
beginning to be brot htextensively into the coun- 
try, raised in New Mexico, where, as it is well 
known by all of us, they have immense herds of 
sheep mainly for the meat that is produced by the 
sheep, having heretofore paid very little, if any, 
regard to the wool. But now the return trips (it 
I may my so) of the plains vessels, the immense 
wagons that go there, bring in a good deal of that 
coarse wool; and that coarse wool would be pro- 
tected by this duty, and ultimately they would be 
led to make an improvement in the quality of 
their wool. I have no doubt they can grow fine 
sheep there. That is a country as well calculated 
to produce fine wool, as it is to produce the meat 
that is gathered from the sheep there. I am dis- 

sed to vote for the amendment for that reason. 

Mr. GRIMES. Then it seems this proposition 
of the Senator from Kentucky is designed for the 
benefit of New Mexico, and for the wool pro- 
ducers of New Mexico. 

Mr. POWELL. No, sir. 
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known—and I am somewhat familiar with the | 
character of that country—who produce any wool 
that is below the value of 18 cents a pound. 

Mr. POLK. I will say to the Senator, that I 
am not aware that the Senator from Kentucky 
knew the fact I have stated. I suppose he offered 
the amendment because 

Mr. POWELL. | wasaware of the fact stated 
by the Senator. It is not my object to protect 
New Mexico. Neither is it my object to foster | 
New England woolen manufacturers at the ex- 
pense of the great laboring interests of the gentle- 
man’s constituents. 

Mr. POLK. I suppose that in every State 
where sheep are grown, not for the purpose of 
the wool so much as by the farmer for his own 
domestic manufacture, where he has a few pounds 
of wool more than he wants to use in manufac- 
turing the cloth which he manufactures in his own 
jooms in his own house, he ought to have achance 
to sell it. Itis the case in a good many of the | 
southwestern States, it is the case In agreat many | 
of the counties in my own State, that the cloth- | 
ing that is used by the family is manufactured by 
the family itself; and where they raise sheep for 
the purpose of getting that kind of wool, in all 
those families there is apt to be a surptus of the 
wool, at least of the coarser quality of the wool, 





(they using the better quality,) which they have || 


for sale. In any general system of legislation 
that is intended to raise revenue, they ought to | 


bave the benefit of the system that will raise rev- || 


enue on the one hand, and favor incidental pro- 
tection on the other. 

Mr. GRIMES. I should take no interest in | 
this matter at all, and say nothing on the subject, 
if it had not been for the appeal that the Senator 
from Kentucky made to representatives on this 
floor from the Northwest, the effect of which would 
be to put us, perhaps, in a false position before | 
our constituents. In the first place, allow me to 
say, that in the State which I represent—and I 
profess to be somewhat familiar with the agricul- 
ture of that State—the poorest sheep in it does 
not produce wool that will not bring more than 
20 centsa pound. ‘There is not a fleece in any 
flock of sheep that will not produce better wool 
than that. It may be that in the State of Missouri 
agriculture has not been as far advanced as it has 
in the neighboring States, and it may be that they | 
do not produce as fine grades of wool; but cer- 
tainly they do, in the States north of that, pro- 
duce wool of much superior quality to that which 
has been referred to by the Senator from Mis- 
sourl. 

But I vote against this proposition for this rea- 
son: I find by reference to the tables that the price 
of the wool in my State has been increased since 
the passage of the tariff of 1857, when cheap wool 
was allowed to be introduced free of duty; and | 
the reason has been very aptly assigned by the 
Senator from New Hampshire, that this wool is | 
mixed with the fine wools which we produce, | 
and thus a market has been furnished for our own 
procastone of wool; and that is the reason why | 

vote against the proposition of the Senator from 
Kentucky. 

I concur most fully in the remarks made by 
that Senator in caeel in the necessity of obviat- 
ing the frauds that are now perpetrated under the 
present law; but this bill provides for that. This 
bill specifically declares a forfeiture of any wool 
that shall be brought in, in fraud of the law. The 
Senator stated three points; first, that he wants 
this duty on account of revenue. That amounts | 
to nothing, for he would cut off entirely the sup- 
ply. In the second place, he wants it for protec- 
tion. There is no wool in this country that I | 





| . . . . F 
Mr. GRIMES. For there is certainly no class | views about itthen. I wish to state now, in re- 
of wool producers in the West, that I have ever || ply to the Senator from Lowa, that there is no 
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wool produced in lowa which, if it was put up in | 
the condition that wool is imported here, would | 
The | 
imported wools that are brought into this coun- | 
try are not washed: The’sheep are kept in very | 
large flocks in Buenos Ayres and Australia, and | 
some in Africa. They are gathered together and | 
sheared, and the wool is all put up in the dirt. At | 
an honest valuation, it probably would be right | 
to leave the duties as they are; but we all know | 
that we cannot rely on the valuations. The Sen- | 
ator from Illinois, the other day, stated that in- | 
voices were always made out falsely; so that, even 


@ one bill for goods, and another of its valua- 
tion, sworn to. The tables from the Treasury 
Department show that there were about twenty- 
five million pounds of free wool imported last 
There is no man who believes that that 
wool is all really valued under 18 cents a pound. 
Most of it is fine wool—valuable wool. The man- 
ufacturers cleanse it, and pay for cleansing it, and 
then it becomes worth from 40 to 60 centsa pound. 
They might as well pay the farmers of the West 
for putting up clean wool, as they all do; for they 


| drive their sheep to the river or brook and wash 








} 
| 
tI 
| 
| 


| wool as that. 


them, and put up the wool nice and clean. They 
might as wel! pay us for putting up clean wool 
as pay for cleaning the foreign wool, only they 
get it cheaper in that way. 

Now, | would be very far from doing anything 
to embarrass, in the slightest degree, the manu- 


| facturers, for they are our customers; and since 


they have been flourishing, the price of wool has 
been raised, as the Senator from New Hampshire 
and the Senator from lowa have said; but they 
must remember that, while the price of wool has 


| been rising, the price of woolen cloths has been 


rising. We pay more for our cloths than before. 

Mr. GRIMES and others. No, sir. 

Mr. BINGHAM. Wedo. You may dispute 
that as much as you please; but | say the price 
of woolen cloths has been rising for the last few 
years, just about in the proportion that the price 
of wool has raised. 

Mr. GRIMES. Since 1857? 

Mr. BINGHAM. Yes, sir. 

Mr.GRIMES, Mr. WILSON, and others. Oh! 
no. 

Mr. BINGHAM. I would not do anything to 
embarrass the woolen manufacturers. 1 want 
them to have all the advantages they can; but I 
do not want this bill to pretend to protect the fine 
wools when it does not protect them. There are 


no high-priced wools imported. I have a table in | 
| my drawer stating the exact value of the wool 
| that paid duty; and its average price last year was 


25 cents a pound. We do not produce any such 
Even the very finest wool that is 
imported is worth, according to the valuation at 
the custom-house, 25 cents a pound. The wools 
of lowa and Michigan are all of them a great deal 
higher than even the finest wools imported that 
pay a duty, according to the custom-house valu- 
ation. So that is no criterion. 

We have the capacity to produce all kinds of 
wool in this country, the coarse wool for the 
blankets, and the fine wool for the broadcloths— 
every variety of wool. We have the capacity to 
produce, and can produce them just as cheap as 
anybody else can. If a small duty is laid on 
coarse wools, it prevents these frauds, and encour- 
ages the home manufacturers. I think the prop- 
osition of the Senator from Kentucky is reohig : 
for it would be prohibitory, and it would embar- 
rass the manufacturers, which I do not want to 
do. Ihave consulted the chairman of the com- 
mittee—the Senator from Rhode Island—and if 


can learn of, except that which is brought from || this proposition fails, I shall popes a duty of 


New Mexico, which it would protect, and that || 


would be but one single drop in the great ocean | 
of the character of wool which is provided for in | 
his amendment, 

Mr. BINGHAM. We had a little discussion 
about this matter the other day, and | stated my 
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5 per cent. on all wool valued under 18 cents a 
pound; and I think that will help usa little, and 
be acceptable, and give a little revenue. 

Mr. POWELL. It is certainly not my object 
to place the Senator from Lowa in a wrong posi- 
tion before his constituents. 1 suppose that noth- 


|| word. 
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I was glad to 


/ing I could say would do that. 
hear the Senator from Michigan, whose State is 


a very large wool-growing State, say that the 
| price of our wool, put up as is the wool that is 
| imported here, is above 18 cents. I am very con- 
| fident that, if this duty was imposed on the 

coarse wool of South America, it would have one 
| good effect on the wool growers of the United 
States. Even if it prohibited the importation of 
that description of wool, it would certainly in- 
crease the consumption of the wool grown in the 
West, and throughout this whole country. Lam 
very confident that it will be to the interest of the 
wool grower of this country that this amendment 


|| Should pass. 
if you sent to Paris fora single dress, there would || 


Mr. SIMMONS. I merely wish to say one 
The duty upon wool was the subject ofa 
great deal of discussion last winter, when this 


| bill was before the House of Representatives, and 


|| L attended two or three evening meetings which 
|| were held to try to go down lower with the free 


| wool. I believe the wool-growers and manufac- 
turers finally agreed among themselves to mak« 
| this arrangement about the wool duties, and | 
|| hope the bill will not be disturbed in this respect. 
| The Senator from Michigan alluded to me. If 
| this practice of fraud continues, and this bill fails 
| to prevent the practice of frauds, I will go as fur 
| as any man to prevent it; and if I cannoi stop it 
in any other way, | will put a duty on every 
|| pound of wool imported, whether worth 5 cents 
| orover. I intended to try to stop these frauds i 
| possible; but I hope the bill will be left as it 1s 
| The House of Representatives arranged this to sul: 
| themselves; and we shall only get into anothe 
difficulty at the end of the session by pressing this 
matter. I hope Senators will allow Uus whole 
| business to rest at any rate until next year. LW 
| thes amendment be adopted, it will produce long 
| discussions in the House, perhaps for the very 
purpose that discussion is carried on here. 

Mr. POWELL. If my friends on the other 
| side of the Chamber consider the duty | have pro- 
posed too high, I will strike out 19, and insert 15 
per cent. 





Mr. SIMMONS. That will not be as well for 
the revenue as the bill as it is now. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator 
has a right to modify his amepdment. 

Mr. POWELL. I make that modification. 

Mr.SIMMONS. I should like to ask the Sen- 
| ator from Kentucky if it includes all under 24 
cents? 

Mr. POWELL. Yes, sir. 

Mr. SIMMONS. Then, we shall not get as 
| much revenue under that as under the bill as it 
now stands. There is now a duty of 3 cents a 
| pound on all the wool between 18 and 24 cents. 

Mr. BINGHAM. [I think the Senator from 
Kentucky had better take my proposition, and 
put 3 cents on all wool between 18 and 24 cents 
and 5 cents on all under 18 cents. 

_ Mr. SIMMONS. You had better leave it where 
it is. 

Mr. WILSON. The Senator from Kentucky 
| says he does not wish to put the Senator from 
lowa in a false position before his people. | ap- 
prehend it would be very difficult for any Senator 
to put any other Senator in a false position on 
this question before the intelligent wool-growers 
of this country. Four years ago, this question 
had the most rigid and thorough investigation. 
|| On one side, it was contended that the admission 
of wool under 20 cents in value, duty free, instead 
of diminishing the prices of our own native woo! 
|| would inerease those prices. That was the posi- 
tion maintained by men in and out of Congress, 
| and maintained by men whostudied this question 
|| the world over. Men, representing the wool- 
| growing intérests, met here, and met in the coun- 
| try, examined that question, and generally as- 
sented to it. Four years have passed away, and 
the predictions of those who maintained that it 
would increase prices instead of diminishing them, 
have been verified by the history of the country. 

By the importation of these wools, nearly all of 
| which range between 18 and 2] cents, (for there 
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brought into this country,) and by their mixture | 


TH 





will hardly be a pound of wool under 18 cents |, 


with other wools, they have added to the woolen |! 


manufactures of the country, and the indirect ef- 
fect has been to protect our own wool, to increase | 
the price of that wool, and it has been increased 
by it, while, at the same time, the woolen mills 
of the country that were silent, doing nothing, | 
have been exceedingly prosperous. Wool under | 
20 cents is now admitted free, and you propose, | 
by this bill, to have only wool duty free that is 
below 18 cents; and | say here to-day that that 
cuts off the great mass of the importation of wool 
that has been brought into the country duty free. 
Hardly any wool is brought into the country 
valued under ]8 cents. The great portion of itis | 
between 18 and 2] and 22 cents. 
‘The Senator from Michigan says that the price | 


is only 25 cents a pound on which the duties are || 


paid. Now, the Senator knows, or should know, 
if he had inquired into it, that the most of these | 
imported wools that pay duties are the wools that | 
are worth from 20 to 21, 22, and 23 cents, and | 
those other wools worth from 50 cents to $1, the 
very finest and highest priced kinds of wool; but | 
the great mass of wools that have paid your 24 
per cent. duty, have been wools worth 20 cents, 
and from that to 22 or 23 cents. It averaged 25; | 


but the great mass of it was only worth 21, 22, || 


and 23 cents, and the other portion of it was ex- 
5 . . | 
tremely valuable wool, being the finest kind of | 





_ agree to it; and I would not have this great rev- 


great judge say, that, next to doing justice, the 


wools that can be found in the world that are ne- || 


cessary to be used. 


Now, sir, a word in regard to the price of cloths. || 


Ithas been said here that woolen cloths have risen | 
during the Jast four years. This will be news to | 
the manufacturers of the country. I venture to 
say to-day that they are lower, and have ranged | 
lower, than they were the four preceding years. 
Nobody can doubt this fact. 
in the country that will examine the prices cur- 
rent, or who knows about the prices of woolen 
goods, or almost any kind of textile fabrics, who 
will not acknowledge they have diminished rather 
than increased in price during the last four years. 
Now, sir, | say,as was said by the Senator from 
New Hampshire, my vote is to depend on whether 
this amendment be put in the bill. If itis put 
there, | shall vote against the bill. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question 
is on the amendment offered by the Senator from 
Kentucky; and upon that question the yeas and 
nays have been ordered. 

The question being taken by yeas and nays, 
resulted—yeas 19, nays 23; as follows: 

YEAS—Mesers. Baker, Bayard, Bragg, Bright, Cling- 
man, Fitch, Green, Hunter, Johnson ot rkansas, Johnson 
of Tennessee, Kennedy, Lane, Latham, Mason, Nichol 
eon, Poik, Powell, Thomson, and Wigiali—19. 

NAYS—Meesrs. Anthony, Bigier, Cameron, Clark, Dix- 
on, Doolittie. Dougias, Durkee, Fessenden, Foot, Foster, 
Grimes, Haile, Harian, King, Seward, Simmons, Sumner, 
Ten Eyek, Trumbull, Wade, Wilkinson, and Wilson—23. 


So the amendment was rejected. 

Mr. BIGLER. I do not rise to offer an amend- 
ment, but I desire to make a general statement in 
reference to the progress of this bill; and, so far 


7 . spree eta aereamarenaia sass 


_he would give. 


‘ | valued under 20 cents a pound, is broughtin duty 
There is nota man | 











CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 














it 
igan will not embarrass this bill with thatamend- | 
ment. I know it will create a good deal of hostil- 
ity in the House of Representatives; and possibly 
we may lose the bill in the Senate by it. [un- | 
derstand there are some members who will not 


enue measure destroyed for the sake of getting a 
mere temporary duty on wool this year. If these 
frauds should continue, I will try to help the Sen- 
ator as much as anybody hereafter; but I hope 
he will not press this amendment. 

Mr. BINGHAM. This proposition of mine 
will make the duty about 1 cgnt a pound on wool. 
If there is anybody here representing the manu- 
facturing interest that wants to defeat the tariff 
bill on account of a duty of 1 centa pound on 
wool, I have no objection to its being done. There 
is nothing in the bill that benefits my constituents 
particularly. We are taxed all the while. Weare 
taxed for the benefit of the manufacturers in every 
particular. If we cannot have that trifling pro- 
tection of 5 percent. on wool, when we pay 30 and 
40 per cent. on woolen goods, let the bill go. 

Mr. BAKER. Mr. President, I once hearda 


best thing was to appear to do it. Now, I do 
not know that a duty of 1 cent a pound on wool 
will kill the manufacturers, or will make the farm- 
ers of the West or of Oregon rich; but it will let 


February 19, 





that, in the case of wool, the only thing we raise 
and care much about, the way to get the better 
price for it is to have no duty at all. I cannot 
do that. My friend from Pennsylvania [Mr. Cay. 
ERON] tells me we cannot sell a pound of wool jn 
our State atall. We cannot sell very much of 
anything; but we do happen to raise a little woo! 
and very coarse wool at that; and for the sake of 
_ the appearance of the thing, at any rate, I think 
to levy a duty of 5 per cent. upon it will not be 
unreasonable; and om not persuaded, and I do 
not intend to be persuaded, that Massachusetts 
will vote against a tariff for any such reason, 
Mr. WILSON. Mr. President, there is one 


| idea running round this Chamber, and I desire to 


dispose of it at once; and that is, that we of Mas. 
sachusetts are deeply interested in this tariff bill, 
I tell you, sir, as my deliberate judgment, four 
fifths of the people of Massachusetts are against 
this bill, and in favor of the tariff as it now stands. 
Nineteen twentieths of the letters I receive on this 
subject are to that effect. The feeling generaily 
among our commercial and business men is, that 
it will put greater burdens upon us than it wil! 
affords benefits. Take, for instance, the article 
of iron. You have put heavy duties uponit. We 
manufacture from $8,000,000 to $12,000,000 an- 
nually of products in which iron enters. We have 
vast railroad interests. We have shipping inter- 





some of them know that we are here thinking 


about it; and I earnestly hope we may be consid- |) 


ered, and that Senators will give us a duty of 5 | 
percent. I do not think it will ruin Massachu- 
setts. I have better faith in her. 

Mr. WILSON. We all know, sir, that the 
Senator is here. I wish he would think about it, 
and then I should have more confidence in the vote 
Wool, under the present tariff, 


free. By the present bill, you have changed that 
to wool costing 18 cents. We did not want the 
change. We worked againstit; we worked against 
it all last winter, in order to keep it at 20 cents; 
but you would cut it down to 18, which cuts off 
four fifths of all the importations, and taxes those 
from 18 to 23 cents a pound. We agreed to it. 
After weeks and weeks of examination and strug- 
gle, that was assented to by all parties, and be- 
lieved to be satisfactory; and now here, at this 
time, comes in a proposition to change that. I 
know it is a small amount, but still it is some- 
thing. You have cut off more than four fifths of 
all the importations that come in duty free under 
the present tariff, and taxed them 3 cents a pound, 
by fixing the limit at 18 instead of 20cents. Why 
cannot the Senator from Oregon be contented with 
that? Why does he wish to crowd it so that there 
cannot be a pound brought into the country under 
it? Who isto be benefited by it? If gentlemen were 
to be benefited, I should be willing to divide with 
them; for I do notask any special favors; but the 
facts show that the policy of admitting cheap 





coarse wools duty free, instead of diminishing the 


| 


prices ef home-produced wool, has increased those 
prices; and 1 would be willing to stake my exist- 
ence that that policy will continue to do it. There 


as | understood Senators, | think it will be agreed || is no doubt about it at all; and still, Senators come 


to. We have now pursued it diligently for some 
days, and we must dispose of it in a short time. 
I suggest that, by common consent, it be under- 
stood that we shall vote on this bill finally to- 
morrow. There are one or two Senators here 
who are under pressing engagements to leave the 
Chamber in a few minutes—engagements that I 
feel required to consider—and it Is important to 
them to know that no attempt will be made to 
press the bill to a final vote thisevening; but there | 
seems to be universal consent that the vote shall | 
be taken to-morrow. Is there any objection? — | 





The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Frren in || make them 


the chair.) That cannot be the subject of any 
motion, and of course it is not before the Senate. | 
Mr. POLK. I hope 


offered. There are a number to be offered yet. 

Mr. BINGHAM. I propose to amend the bill 
in the section laying a duty on wool. 

Mr. SIMMONS. I hope the Senator will al- 
low them co get through with their amendments 
on the other side. 

Mr. BINGHAM. Let me perfect mine about 
wool. I propose a duty of 5 per cent on all wool 
valued under 18 cents a pound. 


Mr. SIMMONS. I hope my friend from Mich- 


j 
| 





| 


| 


} 


the vote will not be taken || (Laughter. ] 
on the bill until all the amendments have been || then, and I reasonably believe it now; that is, 1] 


| 
| 
in here and persist in these propositions, not to | 
gain anything for themselves, but to strike down | 
the great interests of this country. 

Mr. BAKER. Will the Senator allow me a | 
word? 

Mr. WILSON. Certainly. 

Mr. BAKER. Let me say a word to the Sen- 
ator about this subject. I,as a Whig, in old times, | 


understanding a little of the principles of a tariff || 


and very little of the details, used to argue with | 
the distinguished Senator from Hlinois [Mr. Dovc- | 
LAS] in the presence of a great many people, to 

lieve that the way to have things | 
that they wanted to eat, to drink, and to wear, 
very cheap, was to put a very high duty on them. 
Well, I reasonably believed that 





believe that in the infancy of a manufacture you 
may really help the country by laying a protect- 
ive tariff in its favor. I believe, moreover, that | 
oe is sufficient when you give the revenue | 
uty upon the proposed article. I am content | 
with that; and I am trying to protect the manu- 
factures of the country by raising revenue fora 
tariff, discriminating as I do. Tha 
would be very hard for me to go home and tell 
my people that Senator Witson convinced me 


1 


ests; and you are going to put hundreds of dollars 
on every ship we build, by the tax that you put 
on the iron, and various other articles which etter 
into the building of it. I want Senators to under- 
stand that, whatever might have been the senti- 
ments of Massachusetts a generation ago, in those 
good old Whig days, when the doctrines of pro- 
tection were thought highly of, we feel that we 
have as much capital, as much skill, and it is as 
well organized as can be found anywhere in Amer- 
| ica; and a high protective policy, instead of being 
for our interests, is calculated to raise up rivals at 
| home, and is more injurious to us than foreign 
competition. We have come to understand our 
precise and exact position; and I desire Senators 
to understand here to-day that Massachusetts is 
not here asking for the passage of this bill; and if 
it is passed, it will not be passed for her interest; 
she 1s content with the tariff as it now stands. 
But, sir, Massachusetts is ready to stand with her 
sister States in advocating a soles for the general 
interests of the country, and to take her part and 
lot in it.@ The time has come to increase the rev- 
enues of the Government; and her Representa- 
tives .:: these Chambers support this measure as 
a revenue measure. I support it as such, wholly 
and er! for my conviction to-day is deep and 
profound that our State is not to be specially ben- 
efited by it. 

Now, I say to the Senator from Oregon and to 
the Senator from Michigan, in all kindness of fee!- 
ing, that if they or their constituents were to gain 
anything by it, ] would not stand here to contend 
upon the subject; but 1 know by this proposition 
they will injure us and not benefit themselves; 
ay, more: that every blow struck in the direction 
in which they are now moving, is to injure us 
first, and be injured themselves as the result. That 
is my conviction. Now, as you have cutusdown 
from 20 to 18 cents, and by so doing put a tax on 
| the great.mass of wools imported under 20 cents, 
| in Heaven’s name, why not be content with that? 
Why press it further upon us? 

. Mr. BINGHAM. One question of fact I want 
to have settled before the vote is taken. My col- 
| league is a merchant in Detroit, a wholesale mer- 
chant, and has been in that occupation for more 
| than a quarter of a century. He is one of the 
| 

| 








most extensive merchants there is in the western 
/country. 1 want to have him tell if the price of 
_ woolen goods has raised or fallen within the last 
| three years. 
| Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas. 
yeas and nays onthe amendment. 
| The yeas and nays were ordered. 
Mr. WADE, I have looked into this matter 
as well as I am able, and it is a matter of some 
considerable difficulty to my mind to ascertain 
what the effect of this amendment would be. On 
| the whole, after studying the bill on the subject 
of wool as well as I am able, I have determined 
to support it as itis. I represent a constituency 


I ask for the 


Senator on this floor; for m 


State is the largest 
| wool-growing State in the 


nion. Now, sir, our 


t being so, it | as deeply interested in this subject as any other 
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wool-growers for two or three years past, have || per cent. ad valorem. 
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Then, the duty upon ma- 


been doing tolerably well; the business has been || nilla and other hemps of India, at $15 a ton, as it 
ce > : } 


wretty satisfactory; and I have come to the con- | 
clusion that I would not attempt to alter the rate 
of duty that was already fixed in this bill. L was | 


suspicious that there were frauds committed in || 


the importation of this coarse wool that ought to 
be corrected. I proposed an amendment at one | 
time that | thought might have an effect to cor- 
rect them. On inquiry about it, I am informed 
that the bill itself is sufficient for that correction, 
and therefore I shall not undertake to embarrass | 
the manufacturers against the earnest and violent 
protest of those who represent that interest, oy 
adding any additional duty upon this coarse wool. 
J am not at all certain that that would not have 
the effect to operate against us, for 1 am perfectly 
aware that our interests are mutual, If we throw 
any impediment or embarrassment in the way of | 
these manufactures, the reflex of it will be upon 
ourselves; and I have made up my mind finally, 
that, without proposing any further alterations 
upon this subject, so far as my vote goes, | shall | 
suffer the bill to pass as it is on this subject of 
wool. If frauds are committed, they can be cor- | 
rected afterwards. I shall watch it closely, and | 
if I find that the operation of the bill is not such 
as itis said it will he, I shall be the first, if I can | 
ascertain that fact, to correct it. 
I am unwilling to run the hazard of amending | 
this bill, so that it may, perhaps, militate against | 
our interests instead of furthering them. 
Mr.GWIN. Mr. President,aremark was made 
a short time ago by theSenator from Oregon, that 
there was a very small quantity of wool exported 
from Oregon. I cannot speak as to that State, but 
it is becoming a very large export from the State 
of California coustwise. We have not had the 
advantage of a very fine stock of sheep there, 
and therefore ours is entirely the coarse wool; but 
I believe in a short time California will be one of 
the largest wool-producing States in the Union. 
It has great capacities for it. There are large | 
herds, There are individuals owning thousands 
of head of sheep. The shipment of wool is get- 
ting to be an important matter; and in time it will 
be a large item of export. Therefore, so far as | 
the producers of coarse wool are concerned, if | 
any advantage is to be derived from this bill, I | 
think there ought to be more duty on that article. 
The question being taken by yeas and nays, 
resulted—yeas 23, nays 20; as follows: 
YEAS—Messrs. Baker, Bingham, Bragg, Bright, Chand- | 
ler, Clingman, Fitch, Green, Hemphill, Hunter, Johnson of | 
Arkansas, Johnson of Tennessee, Kennedy, Lane, Latham, 
Mason, Nicholson, Pearce, Poik, Powell, ‘Thomson, ‘Truin- 
bull, and Wilkinson—23. 
NAYS—Messrs. Anthony, Bigler, Cameron, Clark, Dix- 
on, Doolittle, Durkee, Fessenden, Foot, Foster, Grimes, 


Hale, Harlan, King, Seward, Simmons, Sumner, Ten Eyck, 
Wade, and Wilson—20. 


So the amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. POLK. I move to amend the bill in sec- 
tion twenty-two, page 45, by inserting after the 
word ** umbrellas,’’ 

Unwrought clay, $3 a ton. 


I do not believe there will be any objection to it. 
Mr. BIGLER. Notat all. 

Mr. SIMMONS. I have no objection to it. 
The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. POLK. Now I move to strike out of the 
free list, at page 48, line seventy-seven, the words 
“clay, unwrought.”” There will be no objection 
to that, It is necessary, for the purpose of mak- 
ing the bill square with the amendment which has 
just been agreed to. 

The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. POLK. I move to amend the bill, on page 
25, by striking out, in line six, the word “ fifteen,” 
and inserting ‘*twenty;”’ in line eight, by striking 
out ** ten,”’ and inserting ‘‘ twelve;’’ and, in line 
nine, by striking out ‘ ten,’’ and inserting “ fif- 
ee so as to make the duties on hemp as fol- 

ows: 


On unmanufactured hemp, $35 per ton; on Manilla and 
other hemps of India, $20 per ton; on jute, sisal, grass, sun | 
hemps, coir, and other vegetable substances, not enumer- | 
ated, used for cordage, $12 per ton; on codilla or tow of | 
hemp, $15 per ton. 


| 

° , | 

I will statethat I havea memorandum furnished | 
me in regard to the duties upon hemp, rendering | 
| 











the specifics as they are put down in the bill into 


ad valorems. On manufactured hemp the duty is 
$35 a ton, as the bill has been amended; and at 
$30, as it was originally, it would amount to 26 





For the present || 


reer eeereneenen renner TS 


| duty of $30 a ton; but it has now been amended 
| so as to make it $35. 
_ valorem of 25 per cent. 








| unmanufactured hemp,” is included generally 


isin the bill, would give an ad valorem duty of 
135 percent. I propose to raise that $15 to $20, 
and that will raise the ad valorem duty a little above 
what it is here, so as to make it approximate to 
an equality as an ad valorem with the duty upon 
the unmanufactured hemp—that is the Russian || 
hemp. As | understand it, under this phrase, || 


the hemp that is broughtin from Russia. As the | 
bill was originally projected, that was put at a | 


At $30 a ton it was an ad 

The manilla and other | 
India hemp, at $15 a ton, paid an ad valorem of | 
only 13§ per cent. I propose to raise that to $20 
a ton, which will increase the ad valorem, 1 sup- 
pose, to nearly 20 per cent. Then, on the jute, | 
sisal, grass, and sun hemp and coir and other | 
vegetable substances used as cordage, the billim- | 
pee a specific duty of $10 per ton. That will | 
ve 20 per cent. ad valorem. I propose to raise it | 
to $12, which will make ita little above 20 per 
cent. ad valorem; but I am not very particular 
about this item. On codilla, or tow hemp, there 
is a specific duty of $10 per ton, by the bill. That, 
when reduced to an ad valorem duty, amounts to 
only 10 per cent. I propose to raise that to $15, 
which would raise the duty to an ad valorem of 
15 per cent. 

The object of these amendments is to make the 
ad valorem something like on an equality as ap- 
plied to all these different kinds of hemp. I think | 
it is fair that there should be this degree of equal- | 
ity. I can see no fairness in one paying an ad | 
valorem of 26 per cent., and another kind an ad 
valorem of only 10 per cent The Senator from 
Pennsylvania [Mr. BiegLer| suggested to me that 
there was but very little codilla imported; but 
there is some of it imported, for, from the book 
which I have before me, itappears that there was 
imported between $13,000 and $14,000 worth of 





| itin the years 1858 and 1859. 


Mr. SIMMONS. I wish to ask the Senator if 
he knows exactly the rates of duty, under the 
present tariff, on hemp. ry 

Mr. POLK. I do not know what is the rate 
now imposed; but the Senator from Pennsylvania 
suggests to me that it is 15 per cent. 

Mr. SIMMONS. I think I can correct the 
Senator from Missouri about the prices of the dif- 
ferent kinds of hemp. He wii find, if he will 
look into any prices-current, that Russian hemp | 
is more than twice the price of Manilla, and | 
have no doubt the Russian hemp is now more 
than $200 a ton. We thought $35 a ton duty was 
just about equjvalent to the present duty. 

Mr. BIGLER. If the Senator will allow me, 
1 will state that, under the present tariff, hemp 
unmanufactured stands at 24 per cent.; that is the 
Russian hemp; the Manilla hemp at 19 per cent.; 
and codilla or tow of hemp at 12 per cent. 

Mr. SIMMONS. They made that distinction; 
but I do not think there is $1 a ton on any of these 
kinds of hemp in this bill over what the duty is 
at present. | know on Russian hemp it is not so 
high. Ido not know why the Senator should 
say that the duty of $15 is 13 per cent., and that 
the $35 duty is 26 percent., when the price of the 
one is justas much again as that of the other. 
The duties were put in the bill at $30 and $15, 
and we raised one of them $5, but the other was 
about 19 per cent., and we did not raise that. 

Mr. POLK. I will state to the Senator that 
these specifics, when reduced into ad valorems, 
according to the memorandum which I have, and 
which I believe isa reliable rendition of them, 
makes this difference. I know that the Russian 
hemp that is imported, is much more valuable 
than the Manilla hemp; it is the most valuable 
hemp that is imported; but according to the mem- 
orandum, that will pay a duty of 26 per cent, at 
$30 dollars a ton. i do not propose to interfere 
with that. Indeed, it has already been raised to 
$35 dollars a ton, which will make more than 26 
per cent., adding cue sixth to that—amounting to 
30 per cent. But these other classes are a great 





, changed in this respect, 
| done, Russian hemp oughtto be putup. We added 
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| priety in it. Ido not believe the committee in- 


tended to make an unequal division of the duties 
on these kinds of hemp. 

Mr. SIMMONS. l hope the bill will not be 
If anything ought to be 


to it $5 a ton, and I am astonished to bear the 
Senator say 

Mr. POLK. The Senator is mistaken. Ido not 
propose to put down Russian hemp at all. 

Mr. SIMMONS. I do not say you do; but 
you propose to raise the duty on Manilla hemp, 
when there is actually a greater per cent, on it 
now than on the Russian hemp in this bill, as we 
have raised it. 

Mr. POLK. 1 think that is a mistake. 

Mr. SIMMONS. I say the duty on Manilla 
hemp is higher now, in proportion to its cost, than 
on the other hemps. | do not rely on the state- 
ments which the Senator has paraded before us. 
I know that whoever made this statement must 
have been mistaken, or else intended to mislead 
the Senator. I profess to know something about 
the price of hemp. 

Mr. POLK. | will state to the Senator that 
the statement I have is one that is furnished to 
me, on my application, by the Senator from Vir- 
ginia, [Mr. Hunter,] who has been chairman of 
the Finance Committee; and it was furnished to 
him, as I believe, by the appraisers in the city of 
New York, who, | suppose, ought to understand 
this matter. 

Mr. SIMMONS. We have a great many cu- 
rious documents coming from those custom-houge 
officers before the election; but, as I said the other 
day, | never expected they would be used after 
the election. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. I have not said a word 
about this tariff bill from beginning to end; but 
have followed my friend from Rhode Island, be- 
lieving that he knew much more about it than I 
did, and believing, of all things, that it was not 
very much to be benefited by discussion in this 
Chamber, if we ever intended to get it through; 
but here comes a point where I do feel inclined to 
say a single word. This tariff is not to operate 
for the benefit of Maine in any one particular, 
On the contrary, it is to lay heavy burdens on 
her; and if L were to consider the particular im- 
mediate interests of my own State alone in refer- 
ence to this bill, without looking at the interests 
of the whole country and the state of the revenue, 
I should vote against this tariff bill without any 
sort of hesitation; but I hope I take a broader 
view than that; and therefore I have been dis- 
posed, ulderstanding the subject upon general 
principles more than as regards details, to do that 
which, on the whole, it was thought best to do. 
Here, however, is one interest of that State very 
heavily burdened by this bill, and that is the in- 





| terest of ship-building; the building of the vessels 


which are the carriers of your agricultural pro- 
ductions and of your manufactures. In the in- 
creased duties upon iron, and the increased duties 
upon hemp, you are ‘laying very heavy burdens 
on that interest, which now has a difficult com- 
panine with our neighbors alongside of us. It 

tis a fact,in regard to many things, that our ship- 
building interest has so much difficulty, and la- 
bors under such burdens, that, when our ships 
go out to foreign countries, they very frequently 
take care to previde themselves with agood sec- 
ond set of cordage, and rigging, and sails, &c., in 
order to avoid the expense which arises from pro- 
curing the same things in this country. 

The duties on all these articles are raised very 
considerably by this bill. They are made heavy. 
At any rate, they are raised very much on iron; 
and my friend from Rhode Island says the com- 
mittee have raised $5 a ton on Russian hemp, 
and I think that is enough. I understand the 
Senator from Missouri does not propose to in- 
crease that, but to increase the duties on other 
kinds of hemp. They are high enough as the 
bill stands now. 

I will not say, as Senators have said on this 
floor, that my vote depends upon what may be 
done with regard to any particular article. We 


deal lower ad-valorem, The India hemps are only || can stand a good deal for the benefit of the whole 


135 per cent ; jute and sun hemp, 20 per cent,; | 
and tow of hemp as low as 10 per cent, 
attempted to arrange this so as to make the ad 
valorems nearly equal on these different kinds of 
hemp. It seems to me there can be no impro- 


country; we are broad in our views on these sub- 


I have || jects; and probably I shall vote for the bill even 


if I find a great deal of fault with it, in reference 
to my own particular section; but I hope the Sen- 
ate will leave this matter as it is now, and that, 
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aid 


in consideration of the patience and silence which || 


we have shown, the vote will be taken at once. 
Mr. BIGLER. I have thought that perhaps 

it would relieve this matter a little to state the 

practical operation for the year 1859, to show how 


unimportant this question is. The whole im- | 


portation of unmanufactured hemp, in 1859, 
amounted to but $405,000, and of tow of hemp, 
or codiila, to $13,704. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Firen in 
the chair.) If there be no objection, the Chair 
wap the question on all the amendments of 
the Senator from Missouri at once. 
Mr..POLK. I ask for the yeas and nays. 
The yeas and nays were ordered; and being 
taken, resulted—yeas 13, nays 23; as follows: 
YEAS—Messrs. Bragg, Clingman, Fitch, Green, Hemp- 
hill, Hunter, Johnson of Tennessee, Latham, Mason, 
Nicholson, Pearce, Polk, and Powell—13. 
NAYS—Messrs. Anthony, Bigler, Bingham, Cameron, 
Chandler, Clark, Dixon, Durkee, Fessenden, Foot, Foster, 
Grimes, Hale, Harlan, King, Seward, Simmons, Sumner, 
Ten Eyck, Trambull, Wade, Wilkinson, and Wilson—23. 
So the amendments were rejected. 


Mr. POWELL. I offer the following amend- 
ment as an additional section to the bill: 


“ind be it further enacted, That from and after the 30th 
day of June, 1861, all acts and parts of acts granting allow- 
ances or bounties on the tonnage of vessels employed in 
the bank, or other cod fisheries, be, and the same are 
hereby, repealed. 


Mr.GREEN. With the permission of the Sen- | 


ator, | will move thatthe Senate do now adjourn. 
It is utterly impossible to go through with this 
bill to-day. 

Mr. POWELL. As this is an amendment that 
will lead to discussion, probably it had better lie 
over until to-morrow. 

Mr. CAMERON. I appeal to the Senator from 


Kentucky, and to the Senator from Missouri, to | 


let me say a word only. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Fircna in 
the chair.) Does the Senator from Missouri 
withdraw his motion? 

Mr. GREEN. Yes, sir, to allow the Senator 
to say a word. 

Mr. CAMERON. I appeal to Senators to al- 
low us to get the bill out of committee, and then 
we will adjourn. 

Mr. GREEN. It doesnot amountto astraw’s 
difference whether it is in committee or in Senate; 
because amendments can be proposed in either, 
as a matter of course. We have been here in 
session very long to-day, and I really think we 
need a little rest; and therefore we had better 
adjourn. 


Mr. CAMERON I — to the kindness of 


Senators to let us get the bill out of committee, 
and then we shall make no difficulty about ad- 
journing. Let us have a vote on this proposition. 

Mr. GREEN. | wil! answer the Senator. Sev- 
eral other amendments are going to be proposed, 
that I know of; each of which will consume some 
time. I would prefer an adjournment, and letus 
close the bill to-morrow—it may be forever. 

Mr. CAMERON. If it is understood that this 
bill is to be defeated by improper legislation, by 
the legerdemain of legislation, let us understand 
it, and we can be prepared for it. 

Mr. POWELL. What does the Senator mean 
by legerdemain in legislation? 

Mr. CAMERON. Motions to waste time. 

Mr. POWELL. Allow me to say to the Sen- 
ator, that the motion I have made is not designed 
to waste time. 

Mr, CAMERON. I know that. 

Mr. GREEN. I ask, is mine to waste time? 

Mr. CAMERON. It is not. 

Mr. GREEN. Then whose is? 

Mr. CAMERON. None, as yet. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER proceeded to 
put the question to the Senate on the amendment, 

Mr. POWELL. I will say to the honorable 


Senator from Pennsylvania, that I offered this | 


amendment in good faith, thinking it ought to be 
adopte®. Our Treasury is empty. We are re- 
sorting to taxation on the necessaries of life for 
the purpose of raising revenue. ‘There are paid 
out of the Treasury annually about $600,000 for 
these bounties upon cod fisheries. In my judg- 
ment, the law allowing them is unconstitutional, 
It benefits only three or four States. Massachu- 
setts has had two thirds of the benefit. This 
Government has paid about $13,000,000 for these 
bounties. It was said when they were first inaugu- 
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rated, it was for the purpose of having a nursery 


and our military marine, now afford a sufficient 


| field to educate our seamen, and these bounties | 
ought to be repealed; and I think there is no bet- 


ter time to do it than upon this bill, at this time, 
when the Treasury is empty, and we are resort- 
ing to taxation upon every necessary of life for 
the purpose of having revenue sufficient to carry 
on the Government. The distinguished Senator 
from Massachusetts, [Mr. Witson,] a moment 
ae I was pleased to hear it—asserted that 

assachusetts wanted no exclusive privileges. 
This bounty upon these cod fisheries is an exclu- 
sive privilege to Massachusetts and two or three 
other States. The statistics will show that Mas- 
sachusetts has had two thirds, or more, I think, 
of these bounties. | hope the amendment will be 
agreed to. 

Allow me to say to the Senator from Pennsyl- 
vania, that I offered no amendment to the bill in 
any factious spirit. Ihave never attempted to be 
out of the way, but have been in my place through- 
out, and voted upon all questions, and intend to 
remain here; and I shall offer no amendment that 
I do not think ought to be adopted. 

Mr.LATHAM. Mr. President, I sincerely hope 
that, if the Senate doadjourn, they will come here 
to-morrow with a distinct understanding that we 
shall sit here until the 4th of March, if necessary, 
to finish this bill. 1 will not vote for an adjourn- 
ment to-night. | would rather sit here until mid- 
night, and finish this bill, than come to-morrow, 
and start fresh at twelve o’clock on it. The his- 
tory of this bill, as of every other bill shows that 
when members are fresh, the physical as well as 
the mental powers are keen and lively for debate, 
and amendment after amendment comes up, and 
of course the day is consumed, and then we want 
to adjourn; and it will be kept up in this way two 
or three more days. I think we ought to come 
to a distinct understanding, and sit this bill out, 
and have it finished. And for this reason, I shall 
vote to-day and to-morrow, if necessary, against 
every motion to adjourn, until we finish this bill. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. I wish to say one word. 

Mr. GREEN. 1 should like to understand, as 
a point of order, whether my motion is debatable 
or not. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair will 
remark that he understood the Senator from Mis- 
souri to have withdrawn his motion to adjourn; 
because the Senator himself participated in the 
following debate upon it. 

Mr GREEN. certainly renewed it, and I 
only answered questions. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair 
having recognized the Senator from Maine, and 
understanding the motion to adjourn was with- 
drawn, that motion cannot now be put. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. The question is now on 
the amendment proposed by the Senator from 
Kentucky, as 1 understand it. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair 
perhaps had better correct what appears to be the 
understanding of the Senator from Maine. That 
amendment may be deemed pending, but the vote 
was had, and the Chair was about to announce the 
result, when interrupted by the Senator from 
Kentucky. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. If a vote had been had, 
and the Chair was about to announce the result, of 
course I have nothing to say. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The vote was 
had. The noes appeared to have it. The noes 
have it, and the amendment is not agreed to. 

Mr. POWELL. I intend to call for the yeas 
and nays on it. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. It is too late. 

Mr. POWELL. | ask for the yeas and nays 
on the amendment. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair 
thinks the Senator is too late. The result had 
been announced. 

Mr. GREEN. It is not too late to move to ad- 
journ. I make that motion, and I want it dis- 
tinctly understood that it will not be withdrawn. 

Mr. POWELL. lI ask for the yeas and nays 
on the adjournment. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The Secretary proceeded to call the roll. 

Mr. FESSEN EN. I should like to have the 
Senator from Missouri (Mr. Green] called. He 


1| . ‘ , 

made the motion to adjourn and did not answer 
for seamen. In my judgment, our mackerel fish- || 
eries, our whale fisheries, our merchant marine, || 


LR 








__ February 19, 





— 


to hisname. He is present, and 1 believe the 
rule is that every Senator must vote. , 

Mr. CAMERON. The Senator from Minne- 
sota [Mr. Rice] and the Senator from Arkansys 
{Mr. Jounson] have just come in, and I belioye 
they have not voted. 

The result was announced—yeas 6, nays 27, as 
follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Bragg, Fitch, Hunter, Lane, Polk, anq 
Powell—6. 

NAYS—Messrs. Anthony, Bigler, Bingham, Cameron 
Chandler, Clark, Dixon, Doolittle, Durkee, Fessenden’ 
Foot, Foster, Grimes, Hale, Harlan, Johnson of Tennessee’ 
King, Latham, Nicholson, Seward, Simmons, Sumner 
Ten Eyek, Trumbull, Wade, Wilkinson, and Wilson—97’ 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. There is no 
quorum present. Less than a quorum, however, 
can refuse to adjourn. The Senate is without a 
quorum, and refuses to adjourn. 

Mr. ANTHONY. Two Senators have come 
in since. There is a quorum present. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. By unanimous 
consent, the Chair can assume that there is a 
quorum, and proceed with business. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I suppose the Chair can 
ascertain, by an actual investigation, that there is 
a quorum present. 

‘The PRESIDINGOFFICER. Senators have 
come in since the vote was had, and the Chair 
entertains no doubt that there is a quorum pres- 
ent; but there is no official record of that fact. 

Mr. GREEN. I will inquire of the Chair what 
number constitutes a quorum? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair 
does not choose to decide that question. It is for 
the Senate to decide. 

Mr. GREEN. [should like to have that ques- 
tion decided. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. In the opinion 
of the Chair, it requires thirty-four to make a 
quorum. 

Mr. RICE. Ihave no desire to lend myself, 
or to be instrumental in breaking up a quorum; 
and I wish to say that I am here, and if my vote 
will make a quorum, I am ready to give it. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair has 
no doubt that there is a quorum present. 

Mr. GREEN. Then I cannot raise the point 
of order, if there is a quorum present; but I really 
think it very important that at some proper time 
we should raise that question, and have it decided 
by the Senate. : 

Mr. SEWARD. It is not important now, 
because we want to get through with this bill. 

Mr. GREEN. I do not raise it at all. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The amend- 
ments reported from the select committee to the 
first five sections of the bill will now be read. 

The Secretary read the first amendment reported 
by the select committee in the first section, to strike 
out **two’’ and insert ‘* ten;’? so as to make the 
clause read: 

Provided, That no stipulation or contract shall be made 
to prevent the United States from reimbursing any sum 
borrowed under the authority of this act, at any time after 


the expiration of ten years from the Ist day of July next, 
&e 


Mr. SIMMONS. I wish to have that stricken 
out, and to insert instead of it the following: 


No contract shall be made to prevent the United States 
from redeemffg this loan after twenty years. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. Does the Sen- 
ator from Rhode Island move that as an amend- 
ment to the amendment? 

Mr. SIMMONS. Yes, sir. 

Mr. HUNTER. I should like to hear that 
amendment reported again. I did nothearit. I 
thought the Senator from Rhode Island was 
through with his amendments. 

The Secretary again read it. 

Mr. BIGLER. I suggest to the Senator from 
Rhode Island to let that remain as it is, at ten 
years. 

Mr. SIMMONS. Well, I have no objection. 
Let it stand as it is. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The amend- 
ment to the amendmentis withdrawn. The ques- 
tion is on the amendment reported from the select 
committee. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The next amendment of the select committee 
was, in the same clause, to strike out ‘six ’’ and 
insert ** twenty,’’ so as to make it read: 

And no eontract shall be made to prevent the redemp 
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years trom the said lst day of July next. 
" The amendment was agreed to. 
The next amendment was in the third section. 
That section of the bill reads as follows: 
‘That before awarding said loan, the Secretary of the 


Treasury shall cause to be inserted in two of the public | 
uewspapers of the city of Washington, and in one or more | 
public newspapers in other cities of the United States, | 
public notice that sealed proposals for such loan will be | 


received, &. ; 

The amendment proposes to alter the section so 
as to make it read: 

That before awarding any of said loan, the Secretary of 
the Treasury shall, as the exigencies of the public service 
require, cause to be inserted in two of the public newspa- 


pers of the city of Washington, and in one or more public | 
newspapers in other cities of the United States, public no- | 


tice that sealed proposals for so much of said loan as is 
required, will be received, &c. 

Mr. HUNTER. What is the effect of this 
lastamendment? I shouldliketoknow. I thought 
the Senator was through with his amendments 
long since. 

Mr. SIMMONS. It is that they shall adver- 
tise for so much of this loan as the public exigen- 
cies require, instead of the whole of it. 

Mr. BIGLER. It is simp'y a provision that 
they shall advertise for a part and not the whole 
of it. 

‘The amendment was agreed to. 


The next amendment was to alter the proviso 
to the fifth section, in these words, ‘* Provided, 
That no stock shall be disposed of at less than its 
par value;”’ so as to make it read: 

Provided, That not more than $5,000,000 of said stock 
shall be disposed of at one time. 

Mr. HUNTER. Is the effect of this amend- 
ment to permit them to dispose of the stock at 
jess than its par value ? 

Mr. POLK. Yes, sir. 

Mr. HUNTER. I thought the amendment 
introduced this morning was to enable them to 
substitute Treasury notes in order to prevent that, 
because, if they can do both, then I am unwilling 
to agree to it; but I thought it very fair to allow 
them, if they cannét get the stock off at par, to 
issue these Treasury notes. I have no doubt 
they could get them off on more easy terms; but 
to say they may do either, that they may sell the 
stock, no matter how low, I think is wrong. 
They are sufficiently protected by the Treasury 
note amendment. I would not add to it this dis- 
cretion to sell the Government stock at anything 
the Secretary chooses. 

Mr. SIMMONS. I suppose the Senator would 
prefer, if 99 were offered for this stock, to take it 
rather than issue Treasury notes. 

Mr. HUNTER. That isan extreme case: I 
would not prefer to allow the Secretary to take 
69 or 59. I think it is sufficiently protected by 
allowing him to issue Treasury notes instead of 
this loan, and I am unwilling to give him unlim- 
ited discretion on the subject. 

Mr. SIMMONS. How much would the Sen- 
ator be willing to limit it at? 

Mr. HUNTER. I think the substitution of 
Treasury notes is sufficient. 1 think he ought to 
be required to put out the stock at par; or, if he 
cannot do that, to issue Treasury notes. I would 
rather issue Treasury notes than sell stock under 

ar. 

The amendment was rejected. 


_ The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair is 
informed that there are no further amendments 
from the select committee. , 

Mr. WILSON. I propose to amend the fif- 
teenth section, in the ninth line, by inserting after 
the word ‘* ton’’ these words, “* on jute butts, $5 
per ton.” 1 wish to explain this amendment. 
Jute butts are worth about half the value of jute. 
The ordinary jute is from four to six feet in length. 
These butts are some six or eight inches, and are 
used generally to make paper; and are less than 
half, or about, the value of jute. If the duty was 
fixed at the same rate, or at an ad valorem rate, or 
taxed according to what they are really worth, 
they would be imported into the country for the 
purpose of making paper chiefly and mainly. I 
therefore move this amendment for the purpose 
of increasing their importation into the country. 
I think it will add to the revenue of the country. 

Mr. BIGLER. That is right. 


—_ POLK. Is that article used for cordage 


. aed 
tion of the same at any time after the expiration of twenty 








urpose of making gunny-bags. The ordinary 
| jute is from four to six feet in length. These are 
|| the butts, which are from six to eight or nine 
inches in length, which are brought into the coun- 
try to make paper, and are of about half the value 
of the jute itself. Ifthe duty is put at a reason- 
able rate, it will be brotight into the country largely 
for those purposes; and I think it will increase 
the revenue. 
The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. POLK. I move to strike out the thirty- 
first section of the bill. Itis the section that pro- 
vides for a drawback on this unmanufactured 
hemp, which, by a preceding section—the one to 
which I offered an amendment some time ago— 
pays $35 a ton. By this section, when that hemp 
1s manufactured and exported, there is a draw- | 
back on it, less 10 per cent. This will not inter- | 
fere therefore with the interests spoken of by the | 
Senator from Maine; for while the duty is puton | 
the cordage that may be used in Maine, manu- | 
factured out of this imported hemp, and on all | 
the cordage used in this country, it is taken off | 
where the cordage is manufactured and exported | 
to foreign countries, so that it is a duty intended | 
| exclusively for the benefit of the manufacturers. | 

The Secretary read the section proposed to be | 
stricken out, as follows: 

“ Sec. 31. And be it further enacted, That from and after 
the day and year aforesaid, there shall be allowed a draw- 
| back on foreign hemp manufactured into cordage in the 
| United States, and exported therefrom, equal in amount to 
the duty paid on the foreign hemp from which it shall be 
manufactured, to be ascertained under such regulations as 
shall be prescribed by the Secretary of the Treasury, and 
| no more: Provided, That 10 per centum on the amount of 
| ail drawbacks so allowed shall be retained for the use of 
the United States, by the collectors paying such draw- 
backs respectively.’ 

Mr. BIGLER. If this section is carried out 
properly, it is one of the soundest in principle that 
there is in the bill, or that there is in any similar 
system. 
allowed to come into the country to be manufac- 
tured, and a drawback given when it is exported. 
If Russian hemp is brought into the United States, 
manufactured, and exported, who is injured? 
| What interest can possibly suffer by it? It is giv- 
ing your own citizens a productive labor. It is 
based upon the most universally-admitted prin- 
ciples of political economy, those taught by Say 
and Smith. I do not know that it ts liable to 
| abuse. If it is abused, that is one thing; but in 
itself it is right. ‘The Senator will discover the 


} 


It is simply this: the raw material is | 


| 








same provision in reference to old iron. Provis- 
ion is made by which old iron is allowed to come 
in and be manufactured and exported without 
duty. 

Mr. POLK. I think it is a thing that is very 
much liable to abuse. There is the difficulty 
about it. It is liable to extensive and almost un- 
limited abuse. It will operate as a fraud on the 


| iron. But that 1s confined to one kind of old iron 
only. lapprehend that the Senator would not 
like to extend it to all kinds of iron that may be 
imported into the country, and then manufac- 
tured and reéxported. This bill does not give 








merely provides that railroad iron, a particular 
kind of old iron, when it is remanufactured, may 
be sent out of the country, and a drawback to the 
amount of the duties may be paid. That is true 
in regard to the iron interest; but when it comes 
tc hemp, it is extended to all the Russian hemp, 
to all the unmanufactured hemp. 

Mr. SIMMONS. I do not suppose there are 
a hundred pounds of Russian hemp reéxported 
ina year. There is some Manilla hemp made 
into cordage for the running rigging of vessels; 
that is made better in this country than in any 
other part of the world; and if we had a draw- 
back on it, we could supply almost all nations. 
It is the running rigging of vessels that this sec- 
tion is intended for; and we retain 10 per cent. of 
the duties when it is reéxported. 

Mr. POLK called for the yeas and nays; and 
they were ordered; and being taken, resulted— 
yeas 11, nays 26; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. B , Fitch, Green, Hemphill, Hunter, 


Johnson of Arkansas, Lane, Nicholson, Polk, Powell, and 
| Wigfali—i1. 


NAYS—Messrs. Anthony, Bigler, Bin 
Chandler, Clark, Dixon, Boolittle? Dar 


m, Cameron, 
» Fessenden, 


| those costing over 20 cents per pair, 3 
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Foot, Foster, Grimes, Hale, Harlan, King, Latham, Mor- 
rill, Seward, Simmons, Sumner, Ten Eyck, Trumbull, 
Wade, Wilkinson, and Wilson—25. 


So the amendment was rejected. 


Mr. WILSON. I propose as an amendment 
an additional section to the bill: 


ind be it further enacted, That when goods imported from 
a foreign country are sent to bonded stores or public stores 
by order of the collector, and it shall appear by a notice 
sent by the master, owner, or consignee of the vessel in 
which the goods were imported to the keeper of said 
bonded stores or public stores that the freight and charges 
have not been paid, it shall be lawful for said keeper of 
said stores to detain said goods for five days after the re- 
ceipt of permit, and it shall be lawful for said master 
owner, or consignee to take legal proceedings against said 
goods within said five days, to secure the payment of 
freight and charges; and if, by action of the collector, said 
goods shall be sold after the duties and storage shall have 
been paid, out of such proceeds the freight and charges 
with interest thereon, shall be paid out of the residue of 
such proceeds, unless the same shall have been previously 
paid to the party entitled to receive the same. 


Mr. HUNTER. I understand that proposes 
to secure the ship-owner; but what is the “ res- 
idue’’ to be sold for? I understand that portion 
which is to secure the ship-owner; but the amend- 
ment speaks of the residue being sold, I believe. 

Mr. WILSON. ‘* Ifsold by order of the col- 


lector.”’ 
Several Senarors. ‘ If sold?’’ 
If sold under existing laws 


Mr. HUNTER. 
Mr. WILSON. Yes, sir. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. It is all right. 
The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. FOSTER. I have a few small amend- 
ments that I should like to propose. On page 12, 
section seven, line one hundred.and seven, after 
the word ** on,’’? I move to insert ‘* skates cost- 
ing 20 cents or less per pair, 6 cents per pair; on 
ner centum 
ad valorem.’’ This makes no difference in the 
existing law except as to skates costing 20 cents 
or less. There is 30 per cent.; but in consequence 
of the fraudulent invoices, @ great many are in- 
voiced at a low rate, so that they really pay no 
duty, or one of no consequence. The amendment 
is only to puta specific duty on those costing 20 
cents or less, which is about the same duty as on 
those above. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. FOSTER. On page 22, section thirteen, 


” 


| line one hundred and two, after the word ‘* pai- 


orem,’’ I move to insert ‘fon bunting.’’ I do not 


| think, myself, that this will make any alteration 





1] 


Treasury. ‘The Senator from Pennsylvania says 
the same principle is carried out in regard to old || 


any such latitude of application to iron, atall. It | 





| 





| in the bill at all; but there is a little ambiguity as 
| it stands, and that article might, by one construc- 
| tion, fall under the 25 per cent. duty, instead of 


the 30. My object is to put it where I think the 
bill now puts it, at 30. This, 1 would say, is what 
our national flag is always made of, and, at the 
present time, it ts imported entirely from foreign 
countries; there is nota yard of it made in this 
country. If we fight a foreign nation, we have to 
fight them under a flag which they make for us; 
or, at all events, we are quite liable to fight a na- 
tion to which we are indebted for the flag under 
which we fight. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. FOSTER. On page 26, section sixteen, 
line sixteen, after the werd ‘* buttons,’’ | move 
to insert ** button cloths.’’ That is in the 30 per 
cent. list. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. FOSTER. On the motion of the Senator 
from Rhode Island, the other day, from section 


| nineteen, line eighty-six, page 32, certain articles, 


‘*saddlery,coach, and harness,’’ and “‘ hardware,”’ 
were transferred from that section to the twen- 
tieth section, I think, after line twenty-five, on page 
37. I move that that clause which reads thus: 
** Saddlery, coach, and harness hardware, silver- 
plated, brass, brass-plated,’’ &c., be transferred 


| to page 41, at the beginning of line fifty-one, so 


as to come in the 30 per cent. schedule. 

Mr. BIGLER. Does the Senator from Con- 
necticut propose to transfer the cheap kinds of 
saddlery, the burnished and tinned, as well as 
the silver-plated ? 

Mr. FOSTER. Yes, sir. 

Mr. BIGLER. I think the ordinary article 
ought to remain in the 20 per cent. 

r. FOSTER. The ordinary saddlery to which 
I allude, and to which the Senator alludes, is made 
of wire, manufactured probably in Pennsylvania, 
but not at the East, on which, by this bill, there 
is a duty levied of about 40 per cent. Itis raised 
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xery much above the present duty. The wire is 


articles, and he, by this bill, pays a duty of 40 
per cent. on the raw material; and I think, if we 


give him a duty on the manufactured article of | 
only 30 per cent., the Senator from Pennsylvania | 


ought not to complain. 

Mr. BIGLER. The Senator is totally mistaken 
about the duty on iron. 

Mr. FOSTER. Iam not mistaken, with all 
deference to the Senator; because I have a letter 


from the most intelligent manufacturer in my | 
State, in which he says that he uses between | 


four and five hundred tons of this wire, on which, 
by this bill, he will pay a duty of 40 per cent.; 
and | ask, as a matter of partial justice to him, 


that, after we tax him 40 per cent. on the raw | 


material, we allow him at least 30 per cent. on the 


manufactured article. It would seem to me to be | 


ross injustice to refuse it, 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The amend- 


ment of the Senator from Connecticut will be | 


read. 

The Secretary read, as follows: 

Strike out, in page 37, from the list of goods paying a 
duty of 20 per centuin ed valorem, “ saddlery, coach, and 
harness, hardware, silver-plated, brass, brass-plated, or 
covered, common, tinned, burnished, or japanned, not oth- 
erwise provided tor; and insert these words alter line 
fifty, page 41, in the list of articles paying a duty of 30 per 
eentum ad valorem. 


The amendment was agreed to, 


Mr. BINGHAM. I move, on page 49, in line 
eighty-nine, after the words ‘copper ore,’ to 
insert ** 5 per cent.’’ 

Mr. SIMMONS. That ought not to be put in 
that section, because the articles there are exempt 
from duty. If the Senator wants that amendment 
made, he should propose to transfer copper ore 
to some other section. 

Mr. BINGHAM. I understand there is no 
duty now on copper ore. r 

Mr. BIGLER. I suggest to the Senator that 
he withhold his amendment until the bill comes 
into the Senate. In the mean time, he can look 
up the proper place for it. 

Mr. SIMMONS. I have no objection to the 
Senator’s proposition. I will do almost anything 


to get a little money in. 
r. BINGHA Very well, I withdraw the 
amendment at present. 


Mr.SUMNER. I propose an amendment that 
will add to the uniformity of the bill, in relation 
to paintings and statuary. Inthe free list we find 
* al other paintings and statuary, provided the 
same be imported in good faith as objects of taste 
and not of merchandise.’’ I propose to transfer 
into that list, and place in connection with paint- 
ings and statuary, the clause ‘‘ engravings or 
plates, bound or unbound.’”’ They are obviously 
in the same category, and they ought to be in the 
same condition, so far as the duty is concerned. 
[ will therefore make the motion in this form: to 
strike ont on page 30, line thirty-five 

Mr. FESSENDEN. There is a great differ- 
ence between engravings and paintings. 

Mr.SUMNER. Excuse me until I state my 
motion. I move to strike out ** engravings, or 
plates bound or unbound,” in line thirty-five of 
page 30, and to insert these words after the word 

‘statuary,’’ and before the word * provided,”’ 
in line one hundred and eighty-three of page 53; 
so that it will read in this way: 

Paintings and statuary, the production of American artists 
abroad, and all other paintings and statuary, and engrav- 
ings or plates, bound or unbound: Provided, The same be 
imported in good faith as objects of taste and not of mer- 
chandise. 

Mr. SIMMONS. I do not suppose you will 
ever get any duties on statuary and engravings 
after that, tor everybody will import them as 
matters of taste. 

Mr. SUMNER. Paintings and statuary are in 
that condition now. There is no duty on them, 

vided they are imported in good faith as ob- 
jects of taste and not of merchandise. I simply 
propose to put other works of art—engravings 
and plates, bound or unbound—in the same con- 
dition with paintings and statuary, “‘ provided the 
same be imported tn good faith as objects of taste 
and not of merchandise.” 

The amendment was rejected. 


Mr. SIMMONS. There isa single word omit- 
te. On page 46, in the sixteenth line, after the 
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| word ** medals,’’ | move to insert ** regalia.’’ This 
1c raw material to the manufacturer of these || 


| gre 





| now, and let the amendments lie over, so that we 
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is in the free list. 
The amendment was agreed to. 


The bill was reported to the Senate as amended. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Will the Sen- 
ate vote upon the amendments which have been 
made as in Committee of the Whole, in the ag- 
te, or on cach amendment separately ? 

Mr. SIMMONS. I hope the Senate will vote 
upon the amendments in the aggregate, except the 
one putting a duty upon very coarse wool. That 
I want excepted. 

Mr. LANE. I think this is the proper time to 
move my amendment. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The bill is be- 
fore the Senate, and is still open for amendment. 

Mr. LANE. Then I move the amendment 


| which has been printed, and lies on the table. 


Mr. FOSTER. I suggest that the question is 
on the amendments reported from the Conenietnn 
of the Whole. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair 
stands corrected. 

Mr. GRIMES. Do I understand that the bill 
has been reported to the Senate ? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Yes, sir. 

Mr. GRIMES. 1 call for a separate vote on 
that amendment which levies a duty on tea and 
coffee. 


Mr. HUNTER. [think we had better adjourn 


can examine them and see which we wish to ex- 
cept. Iam willing that the vote shall be taken 
in gross on those which may not be excepted to; 
but unless time be given to examine them, I shall 
have to call fora separate vote now upon each 
one by itself, 

Mr. POLK. Let us adjourn. 

Mr. HUNTER. The bill is in the Senate; and 
I move that the Senate adjourn. 

Mr. LANE. I desire to know whether my 
amendment is now pending, so that we shall have 
a vote upon it in the morning. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair will 
inform the Senator trom Oregon that the question 
must first be taken on the other amendments: 

Mr. DOOLITTLE. [ask that the motion to 
adjourn be withdrawn, in order that I may make 
one word of explanation. I understood the Sen- 
ator from Pennsylvania (Mr. Bicier] to state 
that it was universally understood on the other 
side of the Chamber that we should come to a vote 
and finish this bill to-morrow. I wish to know, 
before we adjourn, whether that is the understand- 
ing; because if it is not, we had better sit to-night, 
and go on with the bill. 

Mr. BIGLER. That is the general intention. 

Mr. DOOLITTLE. If that is the general un- 
derstanding, I am willing to consent to an adjourn- 
ment now, 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. That cannot 
be the subject of any motion or vote by the Senate. 
The question is on the motion that the Senate 
adjourn. 

he motion was agreed to; and the Senate 
adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tvespay, February 19, 1861. 


The House met at twelve o’clock, m. Prayer 
by the Chaplain, Rev. Tuomas H. Srocxron. 


The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. | 


EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS. 


The SPEAKER, by unanimous consent, laid 
before the House a communication from the Post- 
master General, transmitting, agreeably to the 
provision of the eleventh section of the act of Con- 
gress approved August 26, 1842, a statement of 
clerks and other persons employed in that Depart- 
ment during the year ending December 30, 1860; 
which was laid on the wale, and ordered to be 
printed, 

Also, a communication from the same Depart- 
ment, transmitting, agreeably to the requirement 
of the twentieth section of an act of Congress of 
August 26, 1842, a detailed statement of the ex- 

nditure of the contingent fund of the Post Office 
Department, for the fiscal year ending June 30, 
1860; which was laid on the table, and ordered to 
be printed. 


MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. 


A message from the Senate, by Mr. Parron, | 

























one of theirclerks, announced that the Senate had 
agreed to the report of the committee of conference 
on the disagreeing votes of the two Houses upon 
the bill making appropriations for the legislative 
executive, and judicial expenses of the Govern. 
ment for the year ending June 30, 1862. 


NATIONAL CONVENTION. 


Mr. FENTON I have a resolution which ] 
shall propose as a substitute for the report of the 
committee of thirty-three; and I ask that it be 
printed." 

The resolution, which was read, is as follows: 

Whereas the Constitution prescribes, in article five, that 
“the Congress, whenever two thirds of both Houses shaj) 
deem it necessary, shall propose amendments to the Con- 
stitution, or on the application of the Legislatures of two 
thirds of the several States, shall call a convention for pro- 
posing amendments which, in either case, shall be valid to 
all intents and purposes, as part of this Constitution when 
ratified by the Legislatures of three fourths of the severa} 
States, or by convention in three fourths thereof ;” and 
whereas varied and conflicting opinions prevail among the 
members of this House in regard to the causes which have 
produced the unhappy disturbances now afflicting our coun- 
try, and in regard to the proper mode of quieting and adjust- 
ing these disturbances, and guarding agafnst their future 
occurrence: Therefore, 

Resolved, That, in the judgment of this House, the proper 
tribunal to which all existing disturbing questions, should 
be referred, for deliberate consideration and fiual settle- 
ment, is a convention of delegates from the several States 
of the Union, to be called in the mode prescribed in the 
Constitution. 

The resolution was laid on the table, and or- 
dered to be printed. 


SPECIAL PRINTING. 


Mr. HARRIS, of Maryland, by unanimous con- 
sent, introduced the following resolution; which 
was read, considered, and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the account for printing done by order of 
the select committee appointed to investigate the late ab- 


straction of Indian trust bonds be paid out of the contingent 
fund of the House, as audited by said committee. 


PERSONAL EXPLANATION, 


Mr. FOSTER. I desire to state to the House 
that I yesterday voted inadvertently upon what 
is called the force bill. I was paired off with Mr. 
Wuiretey; and I ask that my vote be withdrawn. 

No objection being made, the Journal was cor- 
rected accordingly. 

Mr. CURTIS. I call for the regular order of 


business. 


EXPENSES OF CONTESTED ELECTIONS. 


Mr. DAWES. I hope the gentleman will yield 
to me for a single moment, to permit me to offer 
a resolution. 

Mr. CURTIS. What is it? 

Mr. DAWES. It isa simple resolution from 
the Committee of Elections. It will not take a 
minute. I am instructed by the Committee of 
Elections to report the following resolution: 

Resolved, That such expenses as the Committee of Ac- 
counts of the House shall find have been actually and ne- 
cessarily incurred in the prosecution or defense of the 
several election cases from the States of Michigan, Ken- 
tucky, Missouri, New York, Maryland, and the Territory 
of Nebraska, during the present Congress, shall be allowed 
and paid out of the miscellaneous item of the appropriation 
for the contingent expenses of the House. 

Mr. BRANCH. Thatresolution is a little too 
broad, and I must object to it. Itdoes not specify 
such expenses as have been incurred by the com- 
mittee, or under their order; but would cover all 
the expenses incurred by contestants. I do not 
know what the purpose of the committee is. 

Mr. DAWES. The design is to cover the ex- 
penses of witnesses and the printing of documents 
and briefs for the use of the committee. 

Mr. SICKLES. I suggest to the gentleman 
from Massachusetts that he agree to the modifi- 
cation of the resolution suggested by the gentle- 
man from North Carolina. 

Mr. BRANCH. I have no sort of objection to 
the resolution if it is so worded as to pay no ex- 
penses except those which have been incurred for 
the committee and by its orders. But, of course, 
I am unwilling that Congress shall pay for pript- 
ing done for contestants before the committec. 

r. DAWES. No printing is designed to be 
covered by the resolution, except the printing of 
the briefs for the use of the committee. The com- 
mittee requested the contestants to have their briefs 
printed for the use of the committee. The expense 
of that printing is included in the resolution. 
Mr. BRANCH. All that would be covered by 
the language which I suggest. 
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d Mr. DAWES. What is that? | other light by the constituted authorities of the || stetement, but so the rumor goes. Now, one of 

re Mr. BRANCH. ‘All such expenses as have | country, to whatever party they may belong, than ! two things must be done 

on oeen ineurred by or under the order of the com- |, In the light of an insurrectionary or revolutionary Mr. CRAIGE, of North Carolina. I desire to 

e, A proceeding. Whether it requires the measures || correct the gentleman. The southern confederacy 

n- Mr. DAWES. It is designed to extend further || which we have proposed to ingtitute for preven- | is. not hostile. Its government desires to be 
than that, and to pay the expenses of witnesses || tion, Is a question about which men may well || friendly. 


| differ; but as to the nature of the thing, there is || 
_ no difference of opinion, as I understand it, be- 
tween the present Administration and gentlemen 


who were called before the committee, and who 
were called before commissioners in the country. 
I That is all. 


Mr. STANTON. So I understand. It regards 
the right of secession as a constitutional right, 
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where they are resisted by combinations too pow- 
erful to be overcome by the ordinary civil pro- 


cesses and by the civil officers. In my judgment, || 


that law covers the case of an insurrection against | 
the authority of the United States, and authorizes 
the calling out of the militia for the purpose of 
putting down an insurrection against the author- | 
ity of the United States. But I find that the.late | 
Attorney General, Mr. Black, has expressed a’ 
different opinion to the President of the United | 
States, of this section of the law, and holds that 
it only authorizes the President to call out the 
militia to aid the officer of the court—the marshal 
—in the execution of process directed to him, and 
to overcome combinations against the execution 
of some particular law, and does not authorize | 
the calling out of the militia for the purpose of 
putting down a general insurrection against the 
authority of the United States. In my judgment, 
the law was intended to go that far; but in order 
to remove doubt and ambiguity, and to avoid any 
obscurity, the Committee on Military Affairs 
deemed it their duty to report this bill,extending 
the poesia of the law of 1795, so as to make it 
apply notonly to a case of resistance to a specific 
law, but to a case where there is resistance to the | 
authority of the United States and to the execu- 
tion of any of its laws. 

Mr. SICKLES. Will the gentleman yield to 
an interruption? 

Mr. STANTON. Certainly. 

Mr. SICKLES. Do | understand that it is one 
of the premises upon which this bill is founded 
that there is a general insurrection against the 
authority of the United States? 7 

Mr. STANTON. Yes, sir. 

Mr. SICKLES. Then the gentleman differs | 
broadly with the President elect, who says that 
there is no danger, no trouble; and treats the idea 
of apprehension with ridicule. There is a great 
discrepancy here. | 

Mr. STANTON. I am acting upon my own 
responsibility here in relation to this matter. But | 
I suppose, Mr. Speaker, that upon the theory of 





the present Administration that the right to secede || into a separate hostile confederacy. Itis said that || 


is not a constitutional right, and that the action of 
the States that have assumed to secede is revolu- 
tonary action, this secession can be treated in no | 














Mr. WINSLOW. Will the gentleman from 
Ohio allow me to ask him a question? 


Mr. STANTON. I hope I will not be inter- 
rupee: 
Mr. WINSLOW. I do not want to interrupt 


the gentleman. I only rise to ask a question for 
information. I suggest tothe gentleman that, as 
there is some doubt in the Committee on Military 
Affairs as to the necessity of this bill, and as the 
bill is not yet printed, ought he not let the ques- 
tion go over till the bill is printed? 

Mr. STANTON. I propose to go on, and 
finish my remarks now. 

Mr. SiCKLES. Let him wait, and see what 
the peace congress may do. 

Mr. STANTON. We are within ten days of 
the close of Congress 

Mr. JOHN COCHRANE. Will the gentle- 
man allow me to make a remark ? 

Mr. STANTON. Gentlemen will please not 
interrupt me. We are now within ten days of the 
expiration of the present Congress. If this bill 
is to pass at all, it must pass without unneces- 
sary delay. It will have to go to the Senate, 
where there is no previous question, and where 
interminable delay may be interposed. The com- 
mittee have, in deference to the condition of pub- | 
lic sentiment, and toavoid any unnecessary causes | 
of excitement, delayed the introduction of this || 
measure, and did not report the bill till the very 
latest day to which they could withhold it with- | 
out endangering its ultimate passage. 

I will state what I understand to be the present 
condition of things, and what | understand to be \| 
the necessity that exists for the passage of such || 
a measure as this. The incoming Administra- 1 
tion does not desire to be under the necessity of 
running counter to the opinion of the Attorney 
General under the present Administration, and of 
subjecting itself to the charge of usurpation, by |! 
exereising powers the existence of which is de- | 
nied by that officer. It therefore desires, by reme- | 
dial legislation, to cure that defect and omission 

' 
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We have before us six seceding States organized || 


it is about to have, in thirty days, anarmy of fifty 4| 
regiments, backed up by a fund of $14,000,000. 
I do not know what authority there is for the 








' | and on that idea claims to be friendly; bat not 
€ Mr. BRANCH. With that statement from the | upon this side of the House and the incoming || recognizing thet theory, we cannot so regard it. 
e gentleman, I will make no objection to the reso- |, Administration. } ! Mr. MONTGOMERY. Mr. Speaker 
lution. Mr. SICKLES. As to that point, I want to i Mr. STANTON. The gentleman from Penn- 
5 The resolution was adopted. | make one remark. The present Administration || sylvania must excuse me. : 
at : Mr. DAWES moved to reconsider the vote by | has not asked for any such legislation as this; i Mr. MONTGOMERY. I desire to ask one 
ul e which the resolution was adopted;and also moved || and if the next Administration concurs with the | question. : ; 
= i to lay the motion to sence 8 upon the table. peseens one, in that point of view, this bill ought |} © Mr.S rTANTON. I cannot yield. Mr. Speaker, 
“ The latter motion was agreed to. to be abandoned now and here. This Adminis- || we have the important ports of Charleston, Sa- 
to | tration does notsee that such a lawean be brought || vannah, and New Orleans, in which the authori- 
n THE MILITIA. } into use; and if Mr. Lincoln is authority for the |! ties of the United States are superseded, where 
7 Mr. CURTIS. I muet now insist on the reg- } next Administration, he certainly sees no dan- | its laws cannot be executed, and where no duties 4 
~ * ular order of business. {| ger which requires the employment of a Federal || can be collected, unless some mode be adopted, . 
ve a The SPEAKER, The regular order of busi- |} Army for the purpose of subjugating the seceding || aside from the ordinary mode of collection, One + 
n- = ness is the consideration of the bill reported yes- |, States. at of two things has to be done: either this right of t 
z - terday from the Committee on Military Affairs | Mr. STANT ON. I wish to say to the gentle- || Secession lras to be recognized, the execution of q 
by the gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. Sranron,] |) man from New York, that nobody has any idea || the laws of the United States,in these ports to be 4 
er Ps supplementary to several acts now in force to |' of subjugating apybody, except to enforce the || abandoned, or they must be treated as free ports, aa 
> Ee provide for calling forth the militia to execute the || laws with theexhi ition of the least possible force. || and all the foreign commerce of the country di- a 
Se re Soe of the Union, to suppress insurrection, and || Mr. CURTIS. The President says, in his an- || verted from the ports of Boston, New York, Phil- : 
~ z repel invasion. | nual message: ‘ Secession is revolution; it may | adelphia, and Baltimore; or else the duties on im- ¥ 
Be Mr. STANTON. Mr. Speaker, I feel that it || be justifiable revolution, but nevertheless itis rev- || ported goods must be collected at those ports, or ; 
re cS is due to the House that I should say a word or |; olution.’’ Those are the very words of the Pres- || they may be suspended as ports of entry, and a 
By two about the object of the committee in report- || ident. || their commerce made illegitimate, 4 
Es ing the bill, as I find that there is much miscon- || Mr. SICKLES. There are many kinds of One of these two things must be done. Now, : 
4 ception and misapprehension in regard to it. It || revolution, and some that do not a force. I take it there are very few gentlemen that are a 
n- i seems to be supposed that we contemplate by this || Mr. STANTON. If I have the floor, I prefer || prepared to say that the authority of the United 
ra bill to raise an army to march into the seceding || not to interrupted. What the existing Adminis- || States over those ports shall be surrendered and 
es States of the Confederacy and subjugate them. |, tration would do if it were charged with the re- || abandoned; that the whole foreign commerce of 
# Now, I wish to call the attention of the House |! sponsibility of administering the Government for || the country shall change its course and go to 
re for a moment to the law which the bill proposes |) the next four years, [ do not know; but the fact || those ports for the purpose of escaping duties. 
to amend, so as to show the necessity for some || that the existing Administration, whose lease of || That, I take it, there are very few gentlemen pre- 
legislation. The law of 1795 provides in the first || power expires in two weeks, does not deem it || pared to recognize as a state of things which 1s to 
section for authorizing the President to call out || necessary, during that interval, to call for any || be allowed to continue. a 
the militia to suppress insurrection in any State || additional powers, furnishes no reason why, in Now, Mr. Speaker, I have no doubt that it is 
against the authority of the State. The second || the judgment of patriotic and intelligent men, such || the expectation of the incoming Administration 
section provides for calling out the militia for the || necessity may not arise during the four years of || either to collect duties at those ports by vessels of 
purpose of aiding in the execution of the laws, |; the incoming Administration. war stationed off their harbors, or, by some meas- 
| 


ure to be authorized at this session of Congress, 
to close their ports, and not regard them any 
longer as ports of entry. One of these things has 
to be, and inevitably must be done. Now, if the 
southern confederacy should treat that as a hos- 
tile act, an act of war, and should organize an 
armed force to make an aggressive war upon the 
United States, this Government must be placed 
in a position to protect and defend itself. I do 
not, myself, suppose that even the possession of 
the forts in the southern States will be regarded 
as a matter of sufficient practical importance to 
imperil the peace of the country by uttempting 
their recapture, until all hopes of a peaceable ad- 
justment are abandoned. But if there should be 
a hostile attack made on vessels of the United 
States stationed off southern ports, if that mode 
of executing the laws should be resisted by march- 
ing southern armies into northern States, or by 
secking the capture of the capital of the Republic, 
then the Administration must be placed in a po- 
sition to protect and defend itself against aggres- 
sion. 

Look at the condition of things. Suppose that, 
by some untoward collision, the States of Virginia 
and Maryland should, within twenty or thirty 
days after the 4th of March, be precipitated into 
acts of secession? We have now in the Army of 
the United States eighteen thousand men, when it 
is mustered toitsmaximumstrength. These troops 
are scattered over California, Oregon, Washing- 
ton, New Mexico, and Texas; and you could not, 
in sixty days, concentrate in this capital five thou- 
sand men belonging to the regular Army. Are 
we, and are the personnel of the Government, to 
be exposed to capture as prisoners of war? Is 
the capital of the nation, are the archives, the 
seals, the symbols of sovereignty, all to be ex- 
posed to an invasion that may happen within 
twenty or thirty days after the rising of the pres- 
ent session of Congress? Does any gentleman 
desire such a state of things? Sir, Kis bill is 
ealled for and desired for no other purpose than 
those of defense and protection, and for the exer- 
cise of such force as may be indispensable in col- 
lecting the revenues in the least possible offensive 
manner. 


Mr. SIMMS. I call the attention of the gen- 
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tleman from Ohio to this clause of the Constitu- || 


tion: 


** No preference shall be given by any regulation of com- 
merce or revenue to the ports of one State over those of 


another.”’ 


enues must be in the seceding States collected, or 


the ports closed. I ask the gentleman if, under | 


this provision of the Constitution, he believes this 
Congress has the right to pass laws to close the 
ports of any seceding States, while he holds to 
the idea that these seceding States constitute a 
part of the Government? Will that not be exer- 


cising a preference in favor of the ports of “ one | 
State over that of another’’ in regulating its com- | 


merce? 

Mr.STANTON. Iam not now discussing that 
question, and do not know that the incoming Ad- 
ministraiion will resort to that mode of attempt- 


ing to execute the laws. Whether the closing of | 
certain ports by law would be giving preference || 
to one port over another, is a question which I do’ 


not think it necessary now to discuss. Ido not 


think there is any constitutional difficulty about | 


it. I think that Congress has plenary power over 
locating ports of entry. 


Mr. JOHN COCHRANE. I have no questton 


myself as to the constitutional power of Con- 
gress to close the ports of any State—even all the 
ports of that State. But I am informed by the 
gentleman from Ohio, that itis his opinion that 
our southern borders are in a state of revolution, I 


ask him this question: whether it is the intent of | 
the friends of this bill—for | shall be guided in | 
my action on the bill by his answer—to precipi- || 


tate, through its instrumentality, an armed force 
on the scene of that trouble, for its suppres- 
sion? 

Mr. STANTON. I apprehend that no man 
contemplates marching a sing!e hostile foot.into 
the territory of any State of this Confederacy; 
never, unul it is absolutely necessary in self-de- 


fense, and until southern armies are marched on | 
northern soil, or on the soil ofthis capital. Never. | 


That is not contemplated. 

Mr. JOHN COCHRANE. Then, do I under- 
stand my friend from Ohio to say that this meas- 
ure is proposed simply asa purely defensive meas- 
ures 

Mr. STANTON. Certainly. 

Mr. JOHN COCHRANE. A defensive meas- 
ure against revolution? 

Mr. STANTON. Entirely so. 

Mr. JOHN COCHRANE, Not for the sup- 
pression of revolution. | hope the gentleman from 
Ohio will find his opportunity of enlightening the 
country by explaining how the efficacy and force 
of this bill will not be, instead of defending the 
country against revolution, to subjugate revolu- 
tion. 

Mr. STANTON. I do not precisely under- 
stand the remark of the gentleman. 

Mr. CURTIS. Ido not care which way you 
take it. I am for it either way. 

Mr. STANTON. 1 suppose, of course, any 
discretion may be abused. The amy may be 
used for improper purposes by any Administra- 
tion under existing laws. We must, under any 
circumstances, and under every Administration, 
trust something to the intelligence and pratiotism 
of those who control the Government of the Re- 
public. 

Mr. SIMMS. I wish to ask-the gentleman 
from Ohio whether, ander this bill, there is any 
limit to the number of volunteers that may be 
called out; and to call his attention to the differ- 
ence there is in this respect between this bill and 
the force bill of 1833. I wish to ask the gentle- 
man whether, under this, the President may not 
call into requisition a million men, or rather, ac- 
cept them, for any purpose whatever, and thus 
incur a debt of millions and hundreds of millions 
of dollars, not for the invasion of the southern 
States, but merely as an arm of defense, and for 
the execution of the laws? 

Mr. STANTON. 1 will say to the gentleman 
that, in that respect, it does not change the law 
of 1795, It confers precisely the same power, for 
the purpose of suppressing insurrection against 
the authority of the United States, that was con- 
ferred by the faw of 1795 for the purpose of sup- 
pressing insurrection against the authority of a 
State, in executing the laws. Nothing more, and 
nothing less. I think the House may as well dis- 
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pose of this question at this time, asat any other, ] 


and I ask for the previous question. 
“Mr. BOCOCK. Then we are not to obtain a 


| hearing upon this declaration of war. This is the 
|| first time in the history of this country that we 
I! understand the gentleman to say that the rev- | 


have been precipitated into a war under the pre- 


_ vious question, and I call upon the men who in- 


tend to stand up for the peace of this country to 
resist this bill, and resist it to the last. I move 
to lay the bill upon the table. 


Mr. CRAIGE, of North Carolina. I call for | 


the yeas and nays upon that motion. 

r. STANTON. I want simply to say that I 
call the previous question, for the reason that this 
bill only comes up during the morning hour; and 
if we are to continue it from day to day for dis- 
cussion during the morning hour, we shall never 
come to a voteuponitat all. The morning hour 
has already been more than half consumed, and 
delay is unavoidable, unless, by the previous 
question, the special order is superseded. I there- 


| fore must insist upon the demand for the previous 


question. 


Mr. BURNETT. Will the gentleman from 


Ohio permit me one moment? I understand him 


to say that the only reason whch induces him to 
call the previous question at this time is, that by 


| the expiration of the morning hour, he will be cut 
| off from the further consideration of the bill. 


Now, [ undertake to say that, if the gentleman 


| will allow the discussion of this bill to go on, so 
far as this side of the House is concerned, he 


shall have more than the morning hour to con- 
sider itin. Your side of the House has a major- 
ity here; and you have put through nearly every 


| important measure here under the gag of the pre- 


vious question. We have had no opportunity to 
discuss them; but | give them notice that, if all 
discussion is cut off upon this bill, you can never 
pass it through this House so long as there are 
thirty or forty of us to call the yeas and nays. 
But if the gentleman will allow the discussion to 
go on, we will agree to any condition that he may 
want in respect to the special order. 

Mr. STANTON. Well, sir; I will propose a 
compromise. As I said, this bill only comes up 
in the morning hour. 

Mr. JOHN COCHRANE. If you pass this 
bill, it will be the morning hour to this Republic. 

Mr. STANTON. The compromise I propose 
is, that the debate upon this bill shall go on for 
to-day, with the understanding that when it shall 
close this evening, the previous question shall be 
ordered, and no factious opposition interposed to 
the final disposition of the bill. 

Mr. BOCOCK. One word more in reply to the 
gentleman from Ohio. Ido not think he ought 
to ask us to vote upon this bill to-day. The bill 
has not been printed. [have not been able to see 
it, and have hardly heard it read. I have had no 
opportunity to compare the provisions of this bill 
with the law to which itis an amendment. No 
one on this side of the House has been able to ex- 
amine the provisions of the bill; and yet we are 
asked, under these cirtumstances, without the op- 
paws of saying a word, upon the mere read- 
ing of a bill declaring war, to vote upon it under 
the operation of the previous question. 

Sir, I tell the gentleman as the Duke of Argyle 
told George III, that if you intend to convert this 
country into a Great hunting-ground, give us an 
opportunity to lift up our voices, that our people 
may hearand prepare for the change. Sir, as the 
Duke of Argyle said to George III, when he pro- 
posed to make Scotland a great hunting-ground, 
so I say to him, that our people may be ready 
for the change. 

Mr. STANTON. If gentlemen intend to in- 
terpose factious opposition to this bill, I must ask 
that the rules may be enforced. Discussion is 
not in order. 

Mr. HINDMAN. I wish merely to say, that 
so far as I am concérned, I ask for no delay in the 

iassage of this bill. I am not only willing, but 

| desire that the members upon the other side of 
the House shall force the bill through under the 
previous question in whatever haste they may 
wish, so that the country may know their determ- 
ination. For myself, | am ready to vote. 

Mr. STANTON. Let us have the previous 
question then. 

Mr. BURNETT. I think the gentleman from 
Ohio perhaps misunderstood me in the position 


| I mentioned a moment ago. 


The gentleman from Ohio has called the previous 








Mr. PRYOR. I rise to a question of order. 
question, and debate is out of order. 

Mr. BURNETT. The gentleman from Ohio 
has the control of the floor, and I ask his permis. 
sion to set myself right. I do not desire the gen. 
tleman to understand me as consenting to an 
proposition as to the time the House is to come 
toa vote upon this bill. I stated to the gentleman 
that he and his side of the House were in the 
majority in this House, and can sustain the de- 
mand for the previous question whenever they 
may think proper; but I hold that it is the right 
that gentlemen upon this side of the House can- 
not justly be deprived of, to discuss the bill before 
it shall be pressed to a vote. 

Mr. STANTON. I said that I was willing to 
have the debate go on for the whole day if gentle- 
men would make no factious resistance to the 
passage of the bill. 

Mr. BURNETT. Ido not understand what 
the gentleman means by factious resistance. This 
is a measure for involving the country in war. 

Mr. PRYOR. No debate is in order. I ask 
that the rules may be enforced. 

Mr. HARRIS, of Maryland. [hope the gen- 
tleman will yield to me fora moment. I never 
make a factious resistance to anything in this 
House. I desire to ask him a question in rela- 
tion to this bill. 

Mr. PRYOR. I ask that the rules may be 
enforced. 

The SPEAKER. No debate isin order. The 
question is upon the motion to lay the bill upon 
the table; upon which the yeas and nays are de- 
manded. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. HUGHES. I wish simply to make a sug- 
gestion to my friend from Ohio. It is this: that 
the House take a recess and hold a night session 
for the purpose of debating this bill. [Cries of 
**Order!’’] This is one of the most important 
measures that ever came before the House. Let 
us have anight session for the purpose of debate. 

Mr. BRANCH. Iam in favor of discussion, 
of course; but unless it can take place in order, 
unless the demand for the previous question can 
be withdrawn, I insist that the debate shall stop; 
and let the gentleman either stick to the demand 
for the previous question or withdraw it. 

Mr. JOHN COCHRANE. I propose that, by 
unanimous consent, the debate upon this special 
order shall be postponed until this bill shall have 
bech disposed of. 

Mr. LOVEJOY. I object to discussion. It is 
out of order. | want a vote on the proposition. 

Mr. CORWIN. Lask my friend from Ohio to 
withdraw his demand for the previous question. 

Mr. RUST. I rise to a point of order. I want 
to know whether my friend from Ohio is in order. 
The motion has been made to lay upon the table, 
and on that motion the = and nays have been 
ordered. I understand that, under the rules, noth- 
ing is now in order but the call of the roll. 

he SPEAKER. Debate is not in order ona 
motion to lay upon the table. 

Mr. RUST. Then let the rules be enforced. 

The question was taken; and it was decided in 
the negative—yeas 68, nays 105; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Adrain, Allen, Thomas L. Anderson, 
William C. Anderson, Avery, Barr, Bocock, Boteler, Bou- 
ligny, Brabson, Branch, Bristow, Bureh, Burnett, Horace 
F. Clark, John B. Clark, John Cochrane, Cox, James Craig, 
Burton Craige, John G. Davis, De Jarnette, Mdmundson, 
English, Etheridge, Florence, Fouke, Garnett, Gilmer, 
Hamilton, J. Morrison Harris, John r, Harris, Hatton, 
Hindman, William Howard, Hughes, Kunkel, Larrabee, 
James M. Leach, Leake, Maclay, Mallory, Charles D. 
Martin, Elbert S. Martin, Maynard, McKenty, Millson, 
Laban T. Moore, Nelson, Niblack, Noell, Peyton, Pryor, 
Quarles, Riggs, James C. Robinson, Ruffin, Rust, Scott, 
Simms, Stokes, Stout, Thomas, Vallandigham, Vance, 
Winslow, Woodson, and Wright—-68. 

NAYS—Messrs. Charles F. Adams, Aldrich, Alley, Bab- 
bitt, Bingham, Blair, Blake, Brayton, Briggs, Buflinton, 
Burlingame, Burnham, Butterfield, Campbell, Carey, Car- 
ter, Case, Colfax, Conway, Corwin, Covode, Curtis, 
Dawes, Delano, Duell, Dunn, Edgerton, Edwards, Ely, 
Farnsworth, Fenton, Ferry, Frank, French, Gooch, Gra 
ham, Grow, Gurley, Hall, Helmick, Hickman, William A. 
Howard, Humphrey, Hutebins, Irvine, Junkin, Francis 
w. Kellogg, illiam Kellogg, Kenyon, Kilgore, Killinger, 
DeWitt C. Leach, Lee, Longnecker, Loomis, Lovejoy, 
Marston, McKean, McKn at, McPherson, Millward, 
Montgomery, Moorhead, Morrill, Edward Joy Morris, 
Morse, Nixon, Olin, Palmer, Perry, Pettit, Porter, Potter, 
Pottle, Edwin R. Reynolds, John H. Reynolds, Rice, Christ- 
opher Robinson, Royce, 8 ick, Sherman, Somes, 
Spaul Spinner, Stanton, Stevens, William Stewart, 
Stratton, » Thayer, Theaker, Tompkins, Train, 
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Van Wyek. Verree, Wade, Waldron, Walton, Cadwalader || A bill (S. No. 227) for the relief of Laura C. || make it the special orderat that time, with a view 
C. Washburn, Bilibu B. Washburne, Wells, Wilson, Win- } Humber, widow of Charles H. Humber; to discuss it to-morrow. 
dom, Wood, and Woodrutt—105. || A bill (S. No. 225) for the relief of Annie D. Mr. WINSLOW. Is that motion in order? 
So the House refused to lay the bill upon the || Reeves; and The SPEAKER. Itis not, if objected to. 
table. | _A bill (S. No. 543) to carry into effect conven- Mr. WINSLOW. I object to it. 
During the vote, tions between the United States and the Repub- Mr. STANTON. Then } will let the call for 
Mr. ANDERSON, of Kentucky, stated that | lics of New Granada and Costa Rica. | the previous question stand, and allow my col- 
his colleague Judge ApaMs was detained at home | a OS league to call up the special order. The pend- 


by sickness. 


\| ency of the previous question, I take it, will bring 
“Mr. ADRAIN said: Mr. Speaker, I want to | The SPEAKER. The question recurs on the 


up this bill during the morning hour to-morrow. 





explain my vote || demand for the previous question on the pending Mr. SICKLES. Will you allow debate? 
ir. RUST. I cali the gentleman to order; and || bill in reference to calling out the militia. Mg. STANTON. Certainly. | 
I insist ov the enforcement of the rules. || Mr. CORWIN. Lask my colleague to with- Mr. BURNETT. Has the morning hour ex- 
Mr. ADRAIN. I suppose that i have the || draw his demand for the previous ‘question until ired? 
right to explain my vote. [Cries of ‘*Order!’’] || I submit a motion which will receive the general The SPEAKER. It has. 
“The SPEAKER. Debate isnotinorder. The | concurrence of the House. APPROPRIATION BILLS 
gentleman will vote. ‘ || Mr. STANTON. I withdraw the call for the om ote 
Mr. SHERMAN. I hope that the rules will || previous question, and yield to my colleague. Mr. SHERMAN, by unanimous consent, re- 
be enforced. || Mr. HINDMAN. Does the gentleman with- pees back from the Committee of Ways and 
Mr. RUFFIN. I object to any explanation of || draw it absolutely? Means the Senate amendments to the following 
votes. | Mr. FLORENCE. Of course he must. | bills; which were referred to the Committee of the 
Mr. ADRAIN. I vote to lay the bill upon the || Mr. CORWIN. I suppose that the time has Whole on the state of the Union: mand 
table, because no opportunity 1s afforded for dis- || arrived for taking up the special order. A bill (H. R. No. 914) making appropriations 
cussion, [Cries of “Order!’] It ought to be || ‘The SPEAKER. Not yet. _ for the naval service for the year ending June 30, 
discussed. [Cries of **Order!’’] I vote ‘fay.’? || Mr. CORWIN. I move to postpone that spe- 1862; and f . ina 
Mr. BOTELER. I desire to say a word on || cial order until to-morrow at one o’clock, with a A bill (CH. R. No. 865) making appropriations 
this subject, as a member of the Committee on || view of giving an opportunity for the discussion for the current and contingent expenses of the 
Military Affairs. [Cries of ‘* Order !’’] || of this question of the militia. I think it ought || Indian department and for fulfilling treaty stip- 





Mr. STEVENS, of Pennsylvania. I object. 
I insist on the Speaker of this House enforcing 
the rules. 

Mr. BOTELER. I presume that I have the 
right to explain my vote, as a question of privi- 


ulations with various Indian tribes for the year 
| 
j 
lege. lama member of the Committee on Mil- | 


|| to be discussed, for 1 am sure the motives which ou 
} | ending June 30, 1862. 


| have dictated the presentation of the bill, and I 

| think its legitimate effect and the status of the law STATE OF THE UNION. 

| 0B ey alge, are very imperfectly understood || The SPEAKER. The Chair announces that 

ICKIR . .req || the business before the House is the special order 

eee tgs Ayton pe nets || being the report from the special committee of 
Mr. ADRAIN. There are no privileges here. || cussion of it permitted. wht 1 crledoie Tide Sena] teenuted te ehone” 
The SPEAKER. The Chair decides that no || Mr. VALLANDIGHAM. I inquire of my || Mr STEWART ok” Mondaalannin thtn oa, 

debate is in order during the call of the roll. || colleague, when he proposes to call the previous | d Z it a Chaat te Lm ft ae (His sp a will 
Mr. BOTELER. 1! have but a word to say. — on the report of the select committee of | oabli hed in he Ree oy pee 

At every stage of the progress through the Com- || thirty-three? 1 desire to speak on the question; “Mtr VALLANDIGHAM m sned the fl 

mittee op Military Affairs of this most ill-timed, || and I hope nothing will be done to preclude me mn ae COs PR: HOR 


| 
} 
| 
| 


itary Affairs. 





unwise, and iniquitous measure, I have warred || from an opportunity of doing so. ENROLLED BILLS. 
against it; and only this morning, I took occasion || Mr. WINSLOW. Is the motion to postpone | Mr. THEAKER, from the Committee on En- 


to warn the chairman of the committee that he || the special ordet now inorder? || rolled Bills, reported as truly enrolled an act 
The SPEAKER. The Chair is inclined to | making appropriations for the legislative, execu- 
to destroy the Union, than to persist in pressing || believe that it is not exactly in order, another | tive, and judicial departments Wf the Government 
itin this way, and at this particular time, through || question being at this time before the House. 1] for the year ending June 30, 1862; and a joint 
the House.. [Cries of ‘* Order !’’] I vote “ay.” || Mr. SICKLES. The objection is technical, || resolution (H. R No 5) authorizing the proper 

The SPEAKER. The Chair begs gentlemen || and I hope will not be insisted on. The morning 1 accounting officers of the Treasury to revise and 
topreperee. Guten, hour hes almost expired. | adjust the account of John Randoiph Clay, Uni- 


ceuld not devise a more efficient method by which | 


Mr. COX. As this isa disunion measure,] | Mr. WINSLOW. How near is the morning || ted States minister to Peru; when the Speaker 
vote to lay itupen the table. [Cries of**Order!’’] || hour to its termination? sizned the same , ” 

Mr. HINDMAN. Mr. Speaker, it is with || The SPEAKER. Only five minutes. " F 
great reluctance that | vote for the motion to lay |} Mr. McCLERNAND. I suggest, by unani- NAVY APPPROPRIATION BILL. 
upon the table, recognizing the measure as one of || mous consent, that this bill shall be postponed Mr. SHERMAN. Iask my colleague to yield 
the best disunion propositions made in this Con- || until to-morrow, and ordered to be printed in the || the floor, that I may move to go into the Com- 
gress. 1 wili, however, to remain in good com- || Globe. ye mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union on 
pany, vote to lay upon the table. Mr. STANTON. Itis in the Globe of this the naval a propriation bill. 

r. DUNN stated that his colleague, Mr. Hot- || morning. Mr. VALLANDIGHAM. 1 will yield for 
MAN, Was paired with Mr. AsHLey. ] Mr. SICKLES. We ought to have an oppor- || that purpose. 

Mr. SICKLES. Mr. Speaker, the people of || tunity of readifg the bill. Mr. SHERMAN. I move that the naval ap- 
the North will regard this as the substitution of | Mr. CORWIN. You can read it in the Globe. propriation bill be made the special order in com- 
coercion for justice, as the abandonment of con- || Mr. SICKLES. But we cannot go through || mittee. 
ciliation for war. [Cries of ‘*Order!’’} I vote || = bill currente calamo, as the gentleman from The motion was agreed to. 

“os.” || Ohio desires. a ele 

Mr. SIMMS stated that his colleague was de- || Mr. STANTON. I move that the pending bill MESSAGE FROM. SEB. PESPIDERE. 
tained from the House by an engagement in the || be postponed until to-morrow, at one o’clock, and A message from the President, by A. J. Gioss- 
Supreme Court. || be made the special order, with a view of having || BRENNER, his Private Secretary, announced that 

Mr. PEYTON stated that his colleague, Mr. || it discussed. I move, also, that it be printed. the President had approved and signed bills of the 
Brown, was detained at his room by sickness in Mr. SICKLES. That is fair. following titles: 
his family; and that, if he were present, he would || Mr. CORWIN. 1 waive my motion. An act (H. R. No. 673) for the relief of Wil- 
vote to ve the bill upon the table. Mr. VALLANDIGHAM. lI object. I under- || liam Cowing; 

Mr. CARTER stated that he was requested to || Stand that it is the intention of the chairman of An act (H. R.*No. 841) making further pro- 
say to the House that Mr. Foster, of Maine, || the select committee of thirty-three to call the pre- || vision in relation to consolidated land offices; 
was paired with Mr. Wuiretey, of Delaware, || vious question next Friday on the report of that An act (H. R. No. 554) to extend the right of 
for the purpose of attending the peace congress. || committee, and if the motion be agreed to, dis- || appeal from the decisions of circuit courts to the 

Mr. RUST stated that Mr. Barrer was paired || cussion of measures of peace will be arrested, in || Supreme Court of the United States; and 
with Mr. Hare. order that questions of war may be debated. An act (H. R. No. 866) to supply deficiencies 

Mr. VANCE stated that his colleague, Mr. || Mr. CORWIN. I will oblige my most un- || in the appropriations for the service of the fiscal 
Situ, was confined to his room by sickness; and || happy colleague. [Laughter.] I never will call || year ending June 30, 1861. 
that if he were present, hie would vote ‘* ay.” for the previous question until this question has 

i. fi WILLIAM Il. DE GROOT. 
Mr. BURNETT. Will the gentleman from 
Ohio permit me, before the motion to go into the 





Mr. GARNE said that he would make the || been fully discussed. 
Same statement in regard to his colleagues, Mr. Mr. VALLANDIGHAM. Sir, this is the 
Jenxinsand Mr. Smitu. They were both absent || most solemn and important question ever debated 
because of illness, and woul’ no doubt vote to || in the American Congress, and too serious every- 





: Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
lay the bill upon the table, if they were present. || way for jest. It ought to make every man “ un- || Union is put, to ask the unanimous consent of 

€ vote was announced, as above recorded. || happy;”’ and I am very sorry that my facetious || the House to take from the Speaker’s table a joint . 
BWROLLED BILLS colleague is notunhappy over ittoo. Itisa pity, || resolution of the Senate, which | desire to pass? 


sir, that he cannot lay aside his levity long enough 
Mr. BLAIR, from the Committee on Enrolled || to consider it witha iittle of the sobcuman which 

Bills, reported that they had examined, and found | it demands. It is no time, sir, for smartness, but 

truly enrolled, bills of the foliowing titles; when || for sadness and solemnity rather. 

the Speaker signed the same: | Mr. STANTON, My proposition is to post- 
A bili (S. No. 134) for the relief of James Smith; || pone this bill until one o’clock to-morrow, and 


There will be no debate upon it. 

Mr. SHERMAN. What is it? 

Mr. BURNETT. It is a resolution repealing 
a joint resolution passed by Congress, referring 
the claim of William H. De Groot to the Secre- 
tary of War for adjustment. 
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No objection being made, the resolution was | personal supervision to this matter; but 1 wanted 
taken from the Speaker’s table, and read a first || to say this much in defense of my own action, 


and second time. 

Mr. BRIGGS. I move to refer that resolution 
to the Committee for the District of Columbia. 

Mr. BURNETT. I believe I have the floor. 

Mr. BRIGGS. Certainly. I hope the House 
will not act in such hot haste to pass such a res- 
olution as that. 

Mr. BURNETT. I hope the House will indulge 
me in a few remarks, somewhat in the nature of 
a personal explanation. During the second ses- 


sion of the Thirty-Fifth Congress, this claim was || 


referred to the Committee for the District of Co- 
lumbia. The committee referred the matter to 


| 


| 





the gentleman from New York, [Mr. Brigas,] | 


who was a member of that committee. He pre- 

ared a report, drew up a resolution, and reported 
itto the House. 
pass at that session of Congress. At the last ses- 
to the Committee for the District of Columbia. “I 
reported a joint resolution for the benefit of the 
party named in that jomt resolution. [It did then 


pass this House. That jeint resolution referred | 


the question to the Secretary of War. Now, I 
desire to say that, according to a calculation | 
then made, this party was entitled to $41,500 only; 
that the claimant under this joint resolution never 
claimed from any member of the committee, and 
particularly from myself, who investigated the 
matter thoroughly, that he was entitled to any 
larger sum than $57,000. When that claim went 
to the War Department for settlement, under that 
resolution, they reported that there was due him 

119,000, nearly double the amount the party 
1imself claimed before the committee. 

The late Secretary of War (Mr. Floyd) taxed 


the estimate which was made in that Department || 


upon an estimate made by a gentleman of the 
name of Lather, aclerk in that Department, and 


he writes a letter to this House, in which he says || 


he makes the estimate upon the centingent profits 
which the party was likely to be entitled to, and 
also upon estimated damages growing out of what 
he might have made if he had complied with his 
contract. The report, accompanying the joint 
resolution which was made to this icon. au- 
thorizes and warrants no such construction, and 
if the parties at the War Department had looked 
into the debates of the first session of this Con- 
gress, they would have found that, in answering 
a question propounded by the gentleman from 
Georgia, [Mr. Crawrorp,] I stated distinctly 
that the object of the resoluuion was only to give 
to this party the actual damages sustained by rea- 
son of the annulment of his contract. My lan- 
guage was this: 

“ This resolution cannot operate to the prejudice of the 
Government. The resolution authorizes the Secretary of 
War to adjust his accounts upon principles of equity and 


justice. Itauthorizes payment to him for losses he sus- 
tained by the action of the Government.”’ 


Now, I want this resolution passed, and the 
whole matter referred to the Court of Claims. I 
call the previous question. 

Mr. BRIGGS. Do I understand that the reso- 
lution is before the House? 

The SPEAKER, It is, by general consent. 

Mr. BOCOCK. I do not wish to say anything 
in reference to this case, because [ do not under- 
stand it; but allusion has been made to-day, by 
the gentleman from Kentucky—and frequently 
before by gentlemen upon the other side of the 
House—to the decisions of the late Secretary of 
War upon the subject. I understand that the 
reasons which influenced the conduct of the late 
Secretary are given in a letter of his, which I 
called for by a resolution some days ago. I knew 
nothing about it then; I know nothing about it 
now. But I understand that the date which I gave, 
in that resolution, of the letter was an incorrect 
date, and for that reason the letter has not been 
communicated to us. 

Mr. BURNETT. I have seen it. 

Mr. BOCOCK. I merely ask that, by general 
consent, | may be allowed to correct the date in 
that resolution, so that the letter of the late Sec- 
retary of War may be sent to the House. 

Me BURNETT. I have no objection to having 
the-letter brought here. These accounts were 
settled, and estimates made by a ere in the 
War De nt by the name of Latham. Ido 
not know that the Secretary of War gave any 


That joint resolution did not | 
|| Mr. BRIGGS. 


sion of Congress, this matter was again referred | 


| 


because I never would have reported that reso- 


| lution if it had entered my mind for a moment 


| that contingent profits were to be included in the 


_ adjudication of this claim, and that, too, when 1t | 


| is nearly double the amount which the party him- 
| self claimed when he had his claim aa the 
| Committee for the District of Columbia. I de- 
| mand the previous question. 

| Mr. MOORE, of Kentucky. 
| my colleague one question. 

r. BRIGGS. Will the gentleman withdraw 
me ornee question for a moment? 
r. BURNETT. I cannot. I promised the 
| gentleman from Ohio nottotake uptime,and I must 
| insist upon the previous question. 
The previous question was seconded; and the 
| main question edaeeds 


I desire to ask 


I have moved that the resolu- 

tion be referred to the Committee for the District 
| of Columbia. 

Mr. BURNETT. The gentleman did not have 
the floor to make that motion. 

Mr. BRIGGS. I had the floor before the pre- 
vious question was moved. 
_ The SPEAKER. The previous question is 
| still operating; and the motion of the gentleman 
from New York 4s not in order. 


Mr. BRIGGS. I was recognized by the Chair. 


} Mr. BURNETT. The gentleman is certainly 


mistaken. I had the floor. 

Mr. BRIGGS. The gentleman is mistaken. 
At the time I rose and addressed the Chair, he 
did not have the floor. 

Mr. BARR. I think it very unfair to call up 
the resolution in this way, and move the previous 
epee efore any argument has been heard on 
| the question. I am not favoring the resolution; 
| we am opposed to the cutting off of my col- 

eague, 
| Mr. BRIGGS. The consent of the House was 
| not given to the gentleman to have the resolution 
taken up. It was merely read for information. 





not entitled to such a sum, or to any constructive 


| Mr. De Groot is an immediate constituent of mine, 
| and I am unwilling that he shall be crowded down 
‘like this. I agree with the gentleman from Ken- 
tucky in his construction of the resolution, that 
it would not give Mr. DeGroot more than $41,000. 
That was my impression at the time the resolution 
passed. I voted for it under the belief that that 
was all he was entitled to. 1 still believe that he 
is entitled to that amount, and I am unwilling that 
he shall be entirely sacrificed in the manner con- 
templated by the gentleman from Kentucky, by 
repealing the jointresolution. Let this resolution 
go to the Committee for the District of Columbia, 
and there be considered and revised; and they can, 
if they see fit, report another bill to the House. 
There has been no moment, since the gentleman 
asked to take up the resolution, when a single ob- 
jection would have not been fatal to it, and I was 
ready to interpose it at anytime. It is due to the 
House that the resolution should be referred to 
the same committee from which the original res- 
olution for the relief of Mr. De Groot emanated. 
I believe that the accounting officers of thé Treas- 
ury who are soon to come into office will never 
put such a construction on the resolution as to 
allow Mr. De Groot $119,000. I know that he is 


| damages, but he ought to be allowed the actual 
| damages occasioned by the breaking up of his 
| contract. 

I hope, sir, that the resolution will be referred 
to the Committee for the District of Columbia; 
and that justice, and nothing but justice, will be 
done to Mr. De Groot. 

Mr. BURNETT. The reason why I want this 
question referred to the Court of Claims is, that 
it would be impossible for us to pass any resolu- 
tion; and if the gentleman from New York had 

| been familiar with the facts, he would have known 
that the late Secretary of War issued his requisi- 
tion for this sum-of $119,000; and it has been 
suspended by order of the President, Now, if 
we repeal the resolution, there will be no chance 
to get this $119,000 out of the public Treasury, 
and we transfer this party to the Court of Claims, 
where he will have full justice done him, 

Mr. BRIGGS. I believe we shall never have 
such another Secretary of War as Governor 
Floyd. Lam confident that the country will never 
be disgraced in such a manner again; and I am 
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willing that this matter shall be considered } 
the Secretary of the Treasury of the incoming 
Administration. 

The SPEAKER. The question is upon the 
third reading of the resolution. 

Mr. BRIGGS. I insist on my motion to refer 
it to the Committee for the District of Columbia. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair must be under g 
great mistake, if the gentleman from Kentuck 
had not moved the previous question before the 
gentleman from New York made that motion. 

Mr. BRIGGS. Then I move to lay the rego- 
lution upon the table. 

The motion was not agreed to. 

The joint resolution was then ordered to a third 
reading; and it was accordingly read the third 
time, and passed. . 

Mr. BURNETT moved to reconsider the vote 
by which the joint resolution was pased; and also 
moved to lay the motion to reconsider upon the 
table. . 

The latter motion was agreed to, 


COMPENSATION OF DISTRICT ATTORNEYS, ETC. 


Mr. NELSON, by unanimousconsent, reported 
back from the Committee on the Judiciary, with 
a recommendation that itdo pass, Senate bill No, 
86, to amend the existing laws relative to the com- 
pensation of district attorneys, marshals, and 
clerks of the circuit and district courts of the 
United States. 

The bill was referred to the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union, and ordered to 
be printed. 

LETTER OF MR. FLOYD. 
Mr. BOCOCK. Was it understood - now 


that I had unanimous consent of the House to 
change the date of the letter of Governor Floyd, 


called for by resolution of the House? 
The SPEAKER. That order was made. 


UNITED STATES CONSULS. 


Mr. PETTIT, by unanimous consent, intro- 
duced a bill for. the relief of the late consuls at 
Cypress, in Turkey; Odessa, in Russia; and Mar- 
anham, in Brazil; which was read a @rst and sec- 
ond time, and referred to the Committee on Com- 
merce. 





NAVAL APPROPRIATION BILL. 
Mr. SHERMAN. I now insist on my mo- 


tion. 

Mr. BINGHAM. With the permission of my 
colleague, I desire to report a bill from the Ju- 
diciary Committee, merely for the purpose of hav- 
ing it printed. 

r. QUARLES objected. 

The motion to make the naval appropriation 
bill the special order was agreed to. 

The House then resolved itself into the Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union, 
(Mr. Corrax in the chair,) and proceeded to the 
consideration of the special order, being the amend- 
ments of the Senate to bill (H. R. No. 914) mak- 
ing appropriations for the naval service for the 
year ending June 30, 1862. 

First amendment of the Senate: 

Page 4, after line two of the engrossed bill, insert: 

For the purchase of the right to use in the Navy, if, in 
the opinion of the Secretary of the Navy, it shall be deemed 
expedient, Davidson’s boat-lowering, attaching, and de- 
taching apparatus, a sum not exceeding $10,000. 

The Committee of Ways and Means recom- 
mended a concurrence. 

The amendment was concurred in. 

Second amendment: 

For the purchase of the right to use by the United States 
Brooke’s deep-sea sounding apparatus, $5,000. 

The Committee of Ways and Means recom- 
mended a concurrence. 

The amendment was concurred in. 

Third amendment: 

For the balance of the expenses of the survey of the Isth- 
mus of Chiriqui, $1,637 81. 

The Committee of Ways and Means recom- 
mended a concurrence. 

The amendment was concurred in. 

Fourth amendment: - 

Strike out the following : 

** For the purchase of the right to use in the United States 
Navy, on steamships and propellers, a governor to a marine 
steam-engine, provided the Secretary ofthe Navy may deem 
it expedient, .”? 

And insert in lieu thereof, as follows: 

For the hase of the right to use in the United States 
Navy, on Deamashipe and mapemene in navy-yards or oth- 
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1] 
erwise, Wherever the Government of the United States may i 
choose to use the same, Sargeant’s steam-engine governor, || 
10,000: Provided, The Secretary of the Navy shall con- 
sider it expedieat. | 


Mr. BARR. I hope this amendment will not 
prevail. It is sitaply to indorse some man's 
patent. ee 

Mr. COX. The matter has been investigated 
thoroughly in both Houses. The amendment of 
the Senate cuts down the House appropriation | 
$15,000. re a ame 

Mr. BARR. But why give this privilege to 
one man only? I presume there twenty other as 

ood inventions in use in the country. 

Mr. COX. No, sir; this invention has been 
examined and fully approved by the Department. 

Mr. BARR. There have been plenty exam- | 
ined, and perhaps many of them are as good as || 
this. : 

Mr. COX. Not at all, sir. 

Mr. BARR. Imove toamend the amendment, 
by striking out the name of “ Sargeant,”’ and in- | 
serting the words, ‘* the best;’’ so that the Secre- 
tary of the Navy shall adopt the best steam-engine 
governor. This is merely to fasten some man’s 
patent on the Government. 

Mr.COX. There is no such object contem- | 
plated. I explained to the House, and shall now | 
explain to the committee, what this proposition || 
is. This House appropriated $25,000 for a steam- 
engine governor. It went to the Senate. The 
Naval Committee of the Senate examined it care- 
fully, and consulted the chief engineer. This | 
steam-engine governor wasexamined by the Navy 
Department and was favorably reported on. That 
report was sent tothe House. The invention was 
tested on the Pocahontas steamship, and it was 
found that it worked admirably, and that it sup- 

lied a desideratum long sought for in the Navy. 

he calculations made ‘by the Naval Committee 
in the Senate showed that this steam-engine gov- 
ernor would save from breakage at least $1,200,000 | 
worth of machinery in steamships. “We have 
thirty-seven steamships in the Navy, and in each 
of them there is, on an average, $40,000 worth of 
machinery liable to breakage from not havinga 
marine governor. Experiment after experiment 
has been tried; and finally, engineers were ap- 
pointed in Philadelphia, who came on here, ex- | 
amined the marine governor, and reported favor- | 
ably upon it; which report I have here in my 
desk. 

The young man who has made the invention 
comes from the State of Ohio, and has had many 
misfortunes. His invention has been examined 
by the Navy Department, by the Naval Committee 
of this House, and by the Naval Committee and 
Finance Committee of the Senate. The Senate | 
cutdown the appropriation to $10,000. This young 
man’s shop has been recently burned, and this ap- 
propriation will give him a start. 

Mr. BARR. The gentleman from Ohio, him- 
self, has let the cat out of the bag. He makes an 


appeal to us because this man’s shop has been | 
burned down. 1] 

Mr. COX. Notatall. 

Mr. BARR. Now, I contend that there has 
been but one examination of a steam-engine gov- 
ernor by the Navy Department, and that was this 
man, Sargeant’s, while there are a dozen at least 
of such inventions in use. I hope, therefore, that 
my amendment, to strike out the name, and to 
insert “ the best ’’ steam-engine governor, will be 
agreed to. 


Mr. CAREY. 

















|| 
I desire to submit a few ia | 
marks in regard to this matter. I was requested, | 
last spring, to examine into this patent, and to in- | 
uire into its character and usefulness; and there- | 


ore I have spoken to several Navy officers about 
it, and I found that they all approved highly of 
it. A trial was had, as my colleague says, and 
a very favorable report was made of it. Since [ 
have been here this session, I have made further 
inquiries, and have learned that it is far superior 
to a other marine governor that has been in- | 
vented. 
Mr. HOARD. Will the gentleman state what | 
new principle it introduces? 
Mr. CAREY | do not pretend to understand 
the principle on which it works. 
r. HOARD. It would be somewhat remark- | 
able to find a new principle in marine governors. 





, Mr. CAREY. But it is recommended highly 
by experienced men. 


THE CONGRESSIONAL 


| between the House proposition and that of the 


| planation of this matter. 
| memorandum of the printed reports sent to this 


| the navy-yard here. 


Mr. HOARD. It is known to the committee 
that there was a law passed by Congress adopt- || 
ing a certain safety steam-guage for use on Mis- 
sissippi steamboats. That was Evans’ patent, | 
and it turned out to be a humbug. It is no safety 
steam-guage at all. This, in my opinion, is an 
attempt of the same kind; and I think that the 
amendment of my colleague [Mr. Barr] is en- 
tirely correct. It does seem to me that no par- 
ticular patent should be named. 

The question was taken on Mr. Barr’s amend- 
ment to the amendment; and it was adopted. 
The question recurred on the Senate amend- 

ment as amended. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I desire to suggest that in- 
asmuch as the committee has struck out the name | 
of the inventor, its best course now is, to disagree || 
to the Senate amendment. The only difficulty || 


Senate is, that the House provision leaves the 


GLOBE. 


| by the use of this governor. 


| for this invention. 
| matter of economy that we should purchase it? 
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these steamers to the amount of $40,000 each, on 
the average, from thiscause, which may be avoided 
g So says the report 
of the chief engineer, which I have before me. 
That was the conclusion of the Finance Commit- 
tee in the Senate, and of the Naval Committee in 
the Senate—that $40,900 worth of machinery could 
be saved on each of these vessels by the applica- 
tion of this steam-marine governor. Now, sir, 
there are in the Navy of the United States thirty- 
seven steam vessels, making, by the application 
of this invention, a saving of $1,480,000, for the 
mere sum of $10,000, which is proposed to pay 
I ask gentlemen if it is nota 


But gentlemen ask, why not let this man go in 


| and compete with others, if his invention is the 


best? Sir, as 1 have stated, he is a poor man; 
and I do not desire to require him to come.before 
the Secretary of the Navy in competition with all 


matter open for the Secretary of the Navy, while || the men who may come here to oppose him, when 


the Senate amendment specifies the particular in- 
vention. 

Mr. BRANCH. The gentleman from Ohio is 
mistaken. There is another very essential dif- 
ference, The House proposition appropriated 
$25,000, while that of the Senate only appropriates 
$10,000. Now I think we had better hold on to 
that much of it. 

Mr. SHERMAN. Yes; but there is this dif- | 
ficulty about that. If we limit the amount to 
$10,000, the Secretary of the Navy may not be 
able to buy the best governor at that price, and 
may be compelled to buy this very one. I think 
it better to leave the matter open. I presumé we 
will have an honest Secretary of the Navy, to 
whom so much discretion may be intrusted. 

Mr. COX. I desire to say a few words in ex- 
I have just procured a 





House from the Secretary of the Navy. Both the 
Naval and the Finance Committees of the Senate 
thought they ought not to subject this young man, 
who made so meritorious an invention, to the risk 
of coming on to Washington city and competing 
here with men who are known to make combina- 
tions to break down honest inventors. They said 
that, when the model was here, when this young 
man was brought on to explain it, when commit- 
tees had examined it, when the chief engineer had 
reported on it and advised it, when the Secretary 
of the Navy had recommended its introduction 
into the Navy, they should not, in such a case, 
subject the inventor to the trouble of coming here 
and spending as much money as would be suffi- 
cient to buy the patent. The machine is peculiar 
in its character, and somewhat simple in plan, as 
nearly all good inventions are. The old govern- 
ors used in the Navy are not at all satisfactory. 
This one operates by the mode of a small engine 
being attached to a large one; and, as the report 
says, it controls, in a quarter of a second, every 
part of the machinery of a steamboat on the ocean; 
so that, in fact, a steamer running in a heavy sea, | 
is as much under control as if she were in smooth | 
water. There was a trial had of Silver’s marine 
engine governor, but it was unsatisfactory; and 
it was rejected. This young man came on here | 
three years ago. The Secretary of the Navy ex- | 
amined the model, and directed him to place it at | 

It was there examined by | 
a board of engineers. They would not let him 
take it away; and there it is to-day. They then | 
requested him to putit on to a steamer. He went 
to Norfolk, made the machine with his own hands, 
and placed it on board a vesse}. I have here the | 
printed report of the engineer of the Pocahontas, | 
and also of the captain of that boat, stating that 
it performed its work with wonderful accuracy; 
that it was all that could be desired for that pur- 
pose. 


To gentlemen who may not understand pre- 








| cisely the operation of this machine I will explain | 
_ in half'a dozen words, so that it will be perfectly | 


understood. We all know that in the case of a | 
propeller steamship, when the wheel is lifted out | 


of the water there is no resistance to the engine | 
except the mere weight of the atmosphere, and | 


_ the wheel will instantly commence revolving at | 
racing speed; then when the wheel comes again || 
|| Mr. SHERMAN. The Navy Department has 


into the water, there is a strain upon the engine, | 
which will very likely result in breakage and in | 
serious damage to the steamer. I am told that 
there is a liability of loss to the Gdvernment in | 


his invention has already been investigated, and 
has met the entire approbation of the Navy De- 
partment, after it has been proved beyond all 
doubt that it is a valuable invention which ought 
| to be used in the war steamers of the Government. 

Now, Mr. Chairman, lam afraid | am taking 
up, perhaps, more time than is necessary; but it 
is a matter in which I have felt considerable in- 
| terest, both in respect to the advantage the Gov- 
ernment will derive and in respect to this young 
man. I do not believe a better case can be pre- 
sented. ‘The gentleman across the way from Ohio 
{Mr. Carey} knows more of this gentleman even 
| thanIdo. He has known him perhaps from his 

outh; and has also taken a special interest in 
oo He believes the invention is an important 
| one, and is not willing that he shall be required 
| to come here and subject himself to all the ex- 
pense of going into competition with all the com- 
binations that may be presented, when the value 
of his invention has already been recognized by 
the Department, and they are fully satisfied with 
its merits. 
| Mr. CAREY. I desire to say just one word. 
My colleague is mistaken in supposing I have 
known this young man long. 

Mr. COX. I believe, on reflection, that I should 
have said my other colleague [Mr. Guarey] has 
been acquainted with him a long time. 

Mr. CAREY. So far as I am concerned, I 
never saw him in my life untillast spring. As I 
said before, | was to a certain extent acting as 
agent for him. If I have been unduly influenced 
| in his favor, it has been by the officers of the 

Navy, men of genius and mechanical skill, who 
have all spoken very highly of the invention. 
The individual himself seems to be an intelligent 
| and respectable man, and from what I have seen, 
| | have no doubt he is a very ingenious man. The 
officers of the Navy have all spoken in the highest 
terms of this governor. They all say it is better 
than anything else of the kind known to them. I 
have no feeling upon the subject, but I think it is 
my duty to say what I know upon a question of 
this kind. 

Mr. HOARD. If this steam-governor is so 
very valuable, as these gentlemen represent it to 
be, there is certainly no danger of the Govern- 
ment taking any other, if the matter is left open 
to fair competition. If the gentleman from Ohio 
has not overstated its value, I am willing, for one, 
to pay more than $10,000 for the use of such an 
invention. Iam willing to adopt the suggestion 
of the chairman of the Committee of Ways and 
Means, and leave the amount at $25,000, placing 
in the Secretary of the Navy the discretion of 
adopting the best device that is presented. I think 
we can afford to trust him ina matter of this 
kind. 

Mr. COX. The gentleman from New York is, 
perhaps, not aware that this amendment leaves it 
in the discretion of the Secretary of the Navy to 
purchase this invention or not, as he may see 
| proper. 
| Mr. HOARD. Iam aware of that. 
| Mr. BRANCH. I would like to ask some gen- 
| tleman whether the Navy Department has stated 
| to Congress, or to any committee, that it is neces- 

sary to buy any governor at all? 





| requested the purchase of this particular govern- 
| or, as I understand; but we did not think it proper 
| to GOnfine the Secretary of the Navy to the pur- 
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chase of any particular governor; because the 
next Secretary may think some other is better. 
We thought it was better to make the appropria- 
tion, and leave the whole matter in the discretion 
of the Secretary of the Navy. He may not sce 
fit to pay more than $5,000 for such a governor 
as he shall decide to adopt. 

Mr. BRANCH. I can very well see that the 
Secretary of the Navy, when asked which of the 
governors was best, might say that Sargeant’s was 
beat, or that somebody else’s was best; but the 


ee — eee 


impression made upon my mind is, that under the | 


present circumstances, it will be well for us not 
to purchase any governor at all, but to leave it 


with the Navy Department, as it has heretofore | 


been left, to purchase the best they can find in 
market. Let them try such as may be presented, 
and it may be found unnecessary to purchase any 


patent right. I believe they have thus far been | 


supplied upon this principle. 

Mr. SHERMA 
Government has no right to purchase any pat- 
ented article at all, unless they purchase the right 
itself. It 1s therefore necessary to furnish the 
Secretary of the Navy with the power, as well as 


the means, to purchase a patented article. The | 
Committee of Ways and Means, however, as | | 


have said, thought that, while they were willing 
to permit the Secretary to purchase some new 
marine steam-governor, they did not think it 


prudent to specify by law any particular patent. | 


Mr. BRANCH. I confess that I did not know 
of the existence of a law prohibiting the Secretary 
of the Navy from purchasing a patented article. 
If such a law be in existence, I must say that, in 
my opinion, it is a very unwise law, if itis in 
order to argue against a law after it has passed; 
because new inventions and improvements are 
being made from year to year, and they have been 
especially numerous in respect to steam-engines; 
and the Government should have the power to 
keep up with the improvements that are being 
made in respect to steam-governors, as well as 
every other species of machinery. I object, how- 
ever, to specifying this particular invention b 
law; for it may happen that, before this law shall 


go into operation, some other invention may take | 


place in steam-governors which may be more val- 
uable than this, and which the Government should 
therefore be able to avail itself of. 

Mr. SHERMAN. That is the law now. It 
was enacted last winter. The Government is 
precluded from purchasing any patent or patented 
article. 

Mr. BRANCH. In that state of the case, I 
will not submit the amendment I designed. 

The Senate amendment was non-concurred in. 


Fifth amendment: 

For repairs of marine barracks at Charlestown, Massa- 
chusetts, $19,456. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Committee of Ways 
and Means recommend a concurrence in the 
amendment. 

The amendment was concurred in. 


Sixth amendment: 


Under head of “ Washington navy-yard,”’ insert as fol- 
lows: 


For wall on west side of yard, five hundred and forty feet 
long, $13,488. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Committee of Ways 
and Means recommend a concurrence in the 
amendment. 

The amendment was concurred in. 


Seventh amendment: 


Strike = the following under the head of “ Pensacola 
na yard:’? 

“ om repairs of all kinds, $10,000.” 

The CHAIRMAN. The Committee of Ways 
and Means recommend a concurrence in the 
amendment, 

The amendment was concurred in. 


Eighth amendment: 

= out the following under head of “ Pensacola hos- 
a For general repairs, $7,500.” 

The CHAIRMAN, The Committee of Ways 
and Means recommend a concurrence in the 
amendment. 

The amendment was concurred in. 


Ninth amendment: 


For the completion of the charts of the survey of the La 
Plata, $6,000. 


The CHAIRMAN. The Committee of Ways 


| under direction of Captain Cadwalader 


Under the existing law, the | 
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|} and Means recommend a concurrence in the 
amendment. 


The amendment was concurred in. 
Tenth amendment: 


For reducing and preparing for ersieg ane engraving, 

inggold, of the 
United States Navy, copies of the charts of all surveys and 
reconnoissances made by him while in command of the 
North Pacifie surveying expedition, and of the ‘ Coral 
Archipelago,”’ and the approaches thereto, together with 


| sailing directions, reports, hydrographic and other results, 


and observations explanatory of the voyage, calculated to 
Jessen the dangers and facilitate intercourse with the East- 
ern seas, China, and Japan, in accordance with the esti- 
mates of Captain Ringgold, 37,700: Provided, That no 


publication shall be made under and by virtue hereof, ex- | 
cept the same be the result of actual surveys, reconnois- | 
sances,and observations made by Captain Ringgold, or under | 
| his personal direction and supervision. 


Mr. QUARLES. I hope that the amendment | 


of the Senate will be concurred in. It was on 
my motion last winter that it was rejected. I did 
not know anything about itthen. I have since 


proper, and ought to pass. 


Mr. SHERMAN. The Committee of ig || 


and Means recommend a concurrence, with the 
change of a mere verbal inaccuracy. 


The CHAIRMAN. The verbal alteration will | 


| which he would have been entitled for and during said re- 


be made by unanimous consent. 
The Senate amendment as amended was con- 
curred in. 


Eleventh amendment: 


For completing the publication of the charts of the ex- 
ploration of the North Pacific, China seas, and Behring 
straits, $11,672. 


Mr. SHERMAN. The Committee of Ways | 


and Means recommend a concurrence in that 


| amendment. 


The amendment was concurred in. 
Twelfth amendment: 


Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That the President of 


the United Statesis hereby authorized to place ona retired 


| list any medtcal officer of the Navy who is now or may 


hereafter be proved to be permanently incapable, trom phys- 
ical or mental infirmity, of further service at sea; and that 
the pay of officers so retired shall be the leave o!-absence pay 


of their respective grades as it existed prior to the passage | 


of the act of Congress to regulate the pay of the Navy, ap- 
proved June 1, 1860. 


Mr. SHERMAN. The Committee of Ways | 


and Means recommend a concurrence in the 
amendment. 
The amendment was concurred in. 


Thirteenth amendment: 


Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That all vacancies in 
the medical corps of the Navy caused by the foregoing see- 
tion shall be filled in accordance with established usage : 
Provided, The wumber of medical officers on the active list 
shall not exceed the number authorized by existing laws. 

Mr. SHERMAN. The Committee of Ways 
and Means recommend a concurrence in the 
amendment. 


The amendment was concurred in. 
Fourteenth amendment: 


Sec. 5. nd be it further enacted, That the third section 
of the act entitled ** An act making appropriations for the 
legislative, executive, and judicial expenses of the Gov- 
ernment for the year ending the 30th of June, 1861,” ap- 
proved June 23, 1860, be, and the same is hereby, repealed, 
except so far as the said section prohibits the purchase of 

atented fire-arms, as to which the said section shall bein 
vree. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Committee of Ways 
and Means recommend a non-concurrence in the 
amendment. 


Mr. HUGHES. I move to strike out these 
words: 

« Except so far as the said section prohibits the purchase 
of patented fire-arms, as to which the said section shall be 
in force.” 

That, sir, it is quite as important should be re- 
= as the other yea The War and Navy 

epartments should have the right to purchase 
such patented arms as they may need. I am not 
a little surprised that the repeal of this part of the 
act is not provided for in this amendment, 

Mr. SHERMAN. [agree with the gentleman 
fnom Maryland, but not as to the mode he has 
adopted for reaching his object. Let us non- 
concur in this amendment of the Senate, and then 
the committee of conference will strike out the 
exception or strike out the whole thing. 

Mr. FLORENCE. I think that there ought 
not to be this unjust and mischievous restriction 
upon the Secretaries of War and the Navy. 

Mr. HUGHES. I withdraw my amendment. 
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Mr. FLORENCE. Let the Navy and Wa 
Departments purchase the necessary patented artj. 
cles. 
The question was taken; and the amendmen; 
was non-concurred in. 


Fifteenth amendment: 

Sec.6. nd be it further enacted, That the compensation 
of the superintendent of the naval astronomical expedition 
to Chili shall be that provided by the act of March 3, 185) 
entitled ** An act making appropriations for the year enq_ 
ing 30th June, 1852,” from the 17th September, 1855, ang 
that the amount necessary to pay the same be, and hereby 
is, appropriated out of any money in the Treasury not other. 
wise appropriated. 


The CHAIRMAN. The Committee of Ways 
and Means recommend a non-concurrence in the 
amendment. 

Mr. WINSLOW. On consultation with the 
chairman of the Committee of Ways and Means, 


/and the chairman of the Committee on Naval 
| Affairs, I propose to offer the following amend- 
ment as a substitute for the amendment of the 


examined it, and am satisfied that it is right and || Senate: 


That the President be authorized to restore the present 
superintendent of the naval astronomical expedition to Chijj 
to the active list of the Navy, and such rank as he would 
have been entitled to if he had not been retired: Provided, 
That the said officer shall be entitled to the rate of pay to 


tirement and suspension from active service, according to 


| ais proper rank, deducting any pay he may have received 


during said time. 

That is the difference, Mr. Chairman, between 
$2,000 and $3,000. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. I make the 
point of order that the amendment is not germane. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair overrules the 
point of order. 

Mr SHERMAN. Lieutenant Gilliss was the 
superintendent of the naval astronomical expedi- 
tion to Chili. By the law under which he was 
appointed, he was entitled to a salary of $3,000 
a year until the expedition returned to this coun- 
try. Itreturned in 1855. From that time he sim- 
ply received his pay as lieutenant. This amend- 
ment proposes to give him full pay from 1855 to 


| this time. The Committee of Ways and Means 


did not think that thatwas right; because, by the 
law, he was only entitled to his pay as lieutenant. 
Having been retired from active seryice by being 
detached to another service, he has lost his place 
on the Navy list. We thought itright to restore 
him to active service in the Navy. I think it is 
a matter of justice to restore him, while I do not 
think he ought to receive the salary of his old 
appointment. 


Mr. BOCOCK. I donotknow much about this 
matter. 1 would like to have some fuller inform- 
ation. The statement of the gentleman from Ohio 
is very fair, if he is certain that his facts are cor- 
rect. Permit me to say that, in all the former part 
of his statement—that which relates to the com- 
—— of Lieutenant Gilliss—I entirely cencur. 

once had this matter under my examination; and 
having given ita thorough examination, I came 
to the conclusion that the agreement of the Navy 
Department to give him a salary of $3,000 was 
only.intended to extend through the period of 
time when he was actually in the service, engaged 
in the duties of this astronomical expedition. So 
far, I agree with the gentleman from Ohio. 

In regard to the other branch of his statement, 
I do not know that I cav agree with him, without 
further information. As i understand him, the 
naval retiring board, which sat some years ago, and 
whose proceedings have figured somewhat in this 
House, retired Lieutenant Gilliss, among other 
gentlemen. Ido not know that they ever assigned, 
as a reason, that he had been sent off upon this 
astronomical expedition. I do not know that they 
ever gave any particular reason for their action. 
They were authorized, under the law, to look to 
all the qualifications of these officers. They de- 
cided, in view of all the circumstances, that Lieu- 
tenant Gilliss ought to be retired. Now, though 
various opportunities have been given heretofore to 
the Presidentto restore this gentleman, yet it would 
seem that efforts have never been made, orif made, 
never were successful, to restore Lieutenant Gilliss 
to the service; and now we are asked to legislate 
him back into the Navy, without any information 
whatever that the causes for which he was retired 
were not sufficient causes, and without any infor- 
mation that he is a fit and proper person to be 


restored. 
Mr.SHERMAN. Theamendment, asI under- 
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stand, does not propose to restore him, but leaves 1 
it discretionary with the President. 

Mr. BOCOCK. The President has had the || 
power given to him to restore this man again and || 
arain; and, sir, to be continually thrusting it upon 
the President, to be continually telling him that 
he has this power, looks like acommand from us 
to him to restore Lieutenant Gilliss. Now, if he 
has been correctly retired heretofore by the action | 
of the board, why is he entitled, being retired, to 
pay he would have been entitled to if behed been 
regularly in the service? {fsthat right? I know 
nothing to the contra: y but that he was correctly 
retired. The probability is, that he was correctly 
retired; because, if he had not been, he has had 
opportunity after opportunity to petition the Pres- 
ident to have his case revised, and to get a resto- | 
ration. ‘That it has not been done is prima facie 
proof that he was not willing to risk the matter 
upon such proof as he could bring to the Presi- || 
dent or the Secretary of the Navy; that he was 
unwilling to try the question. Now, in that state 
of things, we come here and propose again to say 
to the President, ‘‘ You ought to restore that 
man’’—for that is the effect of your action; ‘and || 
without knowing whether he was correctly re- || 
tired, we propose to say, also, that he is entitled 
to pay as if he had been in active service all the 
time. ; 

I understand my friend from Maryland, [Mr. 
Hararis,] sitting near me, to say that, although 
there has been opportunity gi him, he has not | 
made any application that his case should be ex- 
amined upon proof. Bus he comes now, and asks || 
us, in effect, to legislate him back into the Navy, | 
and by our act of legislation to say that he ought 
never to have been retired, and that, although he 
has been retired, we ought to go back and give | 
him back pay for all the time he has been retired. || 

Mr. WINSLOW. In the conclusion of my 
friend’s remarks, he says that Lieutenant Gilliss 
asks us todo soand so. Let me say to the gen- 
tleman that Lieutenant Gilliss knows nothing 
whatever about this application. 

Mr. HARRIS, of Maryland. To beginatthe | 
end of the remarks of my friend from Virginia, | | 
beg leave to say, that the gentleman in question 
did not know, until within five minutes, that it | 
was the intention of anybody whatever to press | 
this measure. It was originated and suggested by 
some friends; and thus far my friend should ex- 
onerate Lieutenant Gilliss entirely. 

Mr. BOCOCK. I did not mean to say that he | 
comes personally, but through his friends. What | 
he does by his friends he does by himself. 

Mr. SPINNER. I desire to state a fact which 
is notorious to all the members of the former 
House: that the law for the restoration of certain 
persons to their former rank in the Navy was 
passed with special reference to the case of Lieu- | 
tenant Gilliss. A great many members voted for 
it upon that particular ground. The President 
neglected to recognize hisclaim, and left him out. 

Mr. HARRIS, of Maryland. I desire to say, 
in connection with this amendment, that I, my- | 
self, and | know a majority of the Committee on 
Naval Affairs, extremely regret that the Commit- 
tee of Ways and Means thought it necessary to 
strike out the amendment in reference to Lieuten- 
ant Gilliss. As to the matter of his right to be | 
recognized continuously as superintendent of this | 
astronomical expedition, there has been much || 
discussion, but the Committee on Naval Affairs, | 
last session, agreed that he was entitled to the | 
nage that he was recognized in it distinctly 

y the Secretary of the Navy. If it were neces- 
sarf, 1 could lay before the committee various 
oe proving that he was recognized by the 

ecretary of the Navy as continuously in this | 
rank. The Committee on Naval Affairs think it 
isan act of simple justice, so far as the pay is | 
concerned. I desire gentlemen to recollect that | 
any pay which this gentleman has been receiving 
in connection with special services, is to be de- 
ducted from the pay he shall be considered as 
entitled to receive if this amendment is adopted. 

But, beyond that, while, as my friend from Vir- 
ginia says, this amendment may be a reminderto | 
the President of the power which he has to re- 
store a party, it is not to be considered as any- 
thing more than permissive in its character. It 
simply gives the President authority to restore | 
him, if, in his jadgment, he thinks such restora- | 
tion will inure to the benefit of the service. | 
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| service and recognized as a meritorious officer of | 


| he has been or may be in charge of that expedi- 
| lion; provided, that the paymentand emoluments 


the sum of $3,000.” 


| strued that language to mean that, while Lieu- 
| tenant Gilliss was engaged in traveling to Chili, | 


_long as he may be engaged in making the com- 


| while in Chili. But, Mr. Chairman, we have had 
| several naval expeditions; and | know not when 


| in making the computations derived from the ob- 


| a duty at sea. For these reasons, as a member of 
| the Committee of Ways and Means, I recom- 








. - j 
I desire to say further, that this gentleman has 


made no application for restoration under any 
remedial act, because he has been upon special 





the Government. And it was not, perhaps, in his 
ower, under such circumstances, to apply for the || 
enefit of such action of the Government. 
Mr. PHELPS. The amendment under consid- || 
eration is one which proposes to fix the compen- 
sation of the superintendent of this astronomical | 
expedition to Chili at the sum of $3,000 per an- | 
num. The act under which the compensation of 
the superintendent of the naval astronomical ex- || 
pedition to Chili was fixed, is the act of 1851. It i} 
prescribes that ** he shall receive the same amount | 
of salary as is allowed to the superintendent of || 
the naval observatory at Washington city, while || 





of said offices shail not exceed for any one year 


The Committee of Ways and Means have con- 





while he remained in that country, and during | 
the time of his return, his salary should be $3,000 | 
per annum; but that, after his return to this coun- 
try, his compensation should be that to which he | 
was entitled under the act regulating the pay of | 
officers of the Navy, and no more. 

I am aware it may be said the opinion of an |! 
Attorney General has been delivered in favor of 
the claim set up by the friends of Lieutenant 
Gilliss, that he is entitled to $3,000 per annum as 





putations derived from the observations taken 


the services pertaining to them will end. Some 


| twenty-odd years ago, the South seas were ex- || 
| plored by an expedition under the command of | 


Commander Wilkes, and he is still assigned a 
special duty connected with that expedition. I 
think it is time for these expeditions and in- 


creased compensations to officers to cease. Lieu- || 


tenant Gilliss has already received all the increased 


compensation provided for by law when he was || 


appointed to the command of this expedition dur- | 
ing the time when he was engaged in it; but when 
he returns to this country, and ig engaged merely 





servations made under his direction—a service 
which can be performed by any professor of math- 
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say they are more important; because he is now 


bringing up the results of hisexplorations; and who 
is better calculated to do that than the man who 
conducted the explorations? It has always been 
to me a most astonishing circumstance that this 
gentleman has been retired from the Navy. My 
personal acquaintance with him is very slight; 
but, well known as he has been for many years, 
| have never heard an aspersion cast upoa him. 

Now, sir, it does seem to me that the House 
ought to do him justice in one form or the other— 
either concur in the amendment as it came from 
the Senate, or else that suggested by the Com- 
mittee on Naval Affairs of the House. I care 
very little which is adopted. I prefer the amend- 
ment of the Naval Committee; but I would be 
satisfied with the other. 

1 am very happy, sir, to hear that Lieutenant 
Gilliss, with the modesty which belongs to true 
merit, has not been here urging the adoption of 
the amendment recommended by the Naval Com- 
mittee to place him in a position to be restored to 
the Navy by the President. He is a gentleman 
who does not come about these lobbies for a pur- 
pose of that kind. I believe the amendment origin- 
ated with the Committee on Naval Affairs for the 
purpose of doing justice toa much-injured officer 
of the Navy. 

The amendment to the amendment of the Sen- 
ate was agreed to. 

The amendment of the Senate, as amended, 
was then concurred in. 


Sixteenth amendment: 


Sec. 7. 4nd beit further enacted, That all appropriations 
now or hereafter made for the preparation or publication 
of foreign hydrographic surveys, shall only be applicable to 
their object upon the approval By the Secretary of the 
Navy, after a report from three competent naval officers to 
the effect that the original data for proposed charts are such 
as to justify their publication; and itis hereby made the 
duty of the Secretary of the Navy to order a board of three 
naval officers to examine and report upon the said data be 
| fore he shall approve of any application of money to the 
| preparation or publication of said charts or hydrographic 
results. 


Mr. QUARLES. I move to strike out the 
words *‘now or,’’ in the second line of the 
amendment, so as to make it apply to the future 
only. I offer the amendment for this reason: 
there are but two appropriations in this bill for 
the publication of matters of this character. They 
are specially designated; they are known to the 
House; they are known to the country; and there- 
fore, it is useless to have a naval commission to 





ematics now employed in the Navy whose com- 
pensation is but $1,500 a year—I think it wrong 
to make him an exception, and say that, because 
he was in command of the expedition that made 
these astronomical observations, his pay shall be 
increased above that received by any other lieu- 
tenant in the Navy ofthe United States. Itis an 
encouragement to officers of the Navy engaged in | 
these expeditions to delay the work assigned them 
and to procrastinate the work in their charge, be- | 
cause they are not assigned to active duty, but | 
are at home with their families; and they are to | 
receive a larger compensation than the officer who 
isin the command of his vessel or may be assigned | 





mended a non-concurrence in the amendment of 
the Senate. 

Mr. HUGHES. It seems to me, Mr. Chair- 
man, that the whole course of procedure towards 
Lieutenant Gilliss, in reference to his status in the | 
Navy, has been very severe. He is a gentleman | 
well known throughout the country asone of great | 
merit in every way. 


as much luster on the science of the country as | 
any man in the country—inferior to very few; | 


and he has conducted this astronomical expedi- | 
tion with infinite credit to himself and to the | 


branch of service to which he belongs. I think 
it would be very hard, indeed, if—when he returns 
home, bringing with him such important results 
to science—he should be cut down to the mere | 
pay of a lieutenant in the Navy or a professor of 
mathematics. 

Mr. PHELPS. Let me inquire of the gentle- | 
man, if Lieutenant Gilliss’s duties now are an 





He is a gentleman of high || 
scientific attainments—one who has shed almost || 


sit upon these appropriations which we have 
made. It may be that there has been too much 
looseness in the transactions in regard to the pub- 
lication of charts; but we have specifically de- 
termined that these charts shall be published, by 
appenpreations heretofore made in this very bill. 

he sum asked for the publication of the charts 
of Commander Ringgold is only $7,000, and that 
for the La Plata exploration only $6,000—only 
$13,000 in all; so that there can be no great abuse 
about these matters, 

Mr. ALDRICH. I understand that this pro- 
vision is a partand parcel of the amendments 
adopted by the Senate, and was intended to apply 
to the very appropriations to which the gentle- 
| man has referred—that none of these charts shall 
be published until they have been examined by 
this board. I hope the gentleman’s amendment 
, will not prevail. 

Mr. MORSE, I hope the amendment of the 
gentleman from Tennessee will not be adopted. 
There are one or two appropriations which are 
applied to new objects. This amendment of the 
Senate is intended to protect the Government b 
providing that before any chart shall be published, 
the surveyor shall lay his data and all his facts 
before a board of survey, so that they may ex- 
amine it and see that it is worthy of publication, 
There are in this bill two appropriations for new 
charts; and I want it understood that before these 
charts can be published they shall be examined 
by a board, to see whether the original surveys 
and date are sufficient to justify their publication, 
| This is for the protection of the Government. If 
officers come forward with their surveys and data, 
and are unwilling or afraid to submit them to the 
examination of a competent and impartial board, 











more important than those of a lieutenant who } I ao would imply that they are not worth 
publishing. 

It is objected to this amendment that it is to 

apply among others.to Commander Ringgold. I 


may be employed in the navy-yard here or in 
New York? ” cor 


Mr. HUGHES. In many respects, I should 
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answer that it is not intended to apply to any per- 


ernment from the expense of publishing what 
may be mere compilations of charts. The officer 
whom you send out to make surveys may come 
home without having sufficient surveys or data to 
warrant the publication of his charts, without 
using surveys made by other men. We do not 
want the Government to be put to the expense of 
publishing such charts. I take it for granted that 
Commander Ringgold’s surveys are complete in 
every respect. This amendment, therefore, is not 
intended to apply to him, or to anybody else in 


particular, But the fact that he should object to | 
this proposition might create a suspicion that he | 
apprehended a difficulty in getting a competent | 


board to pass his charts. In justice to Commander 
Ringgold, and to all the officers that have been 
engaged in making surveys, | would not ask to 
have this provision struck out, because that would 
look as though they were afraid to submit their 
work to the inspection of a competent board. 

I want this amendment to apply to all existing 
surveys, whether they have or 
gun. I want every officer who goes on such an 
expedition hereafter to do so with the understand- 
ing that, when he gets back, his work is to be sub- 


mitted to a proper board, to decide whether it will | 
be published; and if so, then the Secretary of the | 


Navy can authorize the publication to be made. 
This is necessary for the credit of the Govern- 
ment,and to protect the Government against hav- 
ing to publish compilations; so thatit ar not be 
hereafier that a chart published by this Govern- 
ment shall be compared with French or English 
charts, to show how it is compiled from them. I 


as it stands; because I believe it to be proper and 
fair towards all our naval officers. 

Mr. QUARLES. I desire to say, in answer 
to the gentleman from Maine, who has addressed 
the committee in opposition to this amendment, 
that this thing has never been done before. Why 
is it now that, after publishing the charts of other 


his charts and surveystoa board? He was sent 
out by the Government in charge of this expedi- 


tion, and we know that his charts and data are | 


original. Why is it insinuated that charts may 
be foisted on the Government? Is there anything 
in Commander Ringgold’s character calculated to 
raise that suspicion? If not, I ask the gentleman 
from Maine why should this slur be cast ona 
gallant officer of the Navy? Why should he be 
called upon, after having been selected tocommand 
this expedition, to submit his work toa board, 
lest he should foist other men’s charts and sur- 
veys on the Government? Why should its ap- 


plication fall first on Commander Ringgold alone? | 


Mr. NIXON. On what ground does the gen- 
tleman from Tennessee think that it is intended 
to apply to Commander Ringgold ? 

r. QUARLES. Because the only appropri- 


ation of any importance in the bill for the publi- | 


cation of charts is that for Commander Ringgold’s 
expedition. Why was it that the vigilance of the 
gentleman from Maine slept during the last ses- 


sion of Congress, when there were appropriations || 


made for publications of this character? Why 


has it awakened now, when Commander Ring- | 
gold’s survey comes up for publication? Has that | 
officer ever n remiss in his duties, or is there | 
anything in his character that calls for the rebuke | 


from the Committee on Naval Affairs or from the 
House? 

Mr. NIXON. There are other cases, besides 
that of Commander Ringgold, provided for in 
this bill. 

Mr. QUARLES. There is but one other. 
That is for the completion of the charts of the 


survey of the La Plata. Commander Ringgold’s | 


comes next. wows is it that there never was any 
attempt made before to guard the Government 
against imposition im the matter of these charts; 
and why is this attempt made now, to reflect on 


the character of Commander Ringgold? Com- | 


mander Ringgold was sent out to the Pacific under 


the order of this Government. He there made | 


important surveys, and brought them home. He 
now asks for only $7,000 to publish these valua- 
ble charts, while you have given to others $15,000, 
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i | after the exposure of his health on this expedi- 
son in particular. [tis sumply to protect the Gov- || 


his own name. He was acwally struck down 


1ave not been be- | 








tron. He wishes to have his work published in 


with disease for two or three years, contracted in 
this expedition, and has not yet recovered. Lask 
gentlemen to make the provision prospective, if 
they choose, but not to pointitat this gallantand 
meritorious officer. 

Mr. NIXON. I think it is a great misfortune 
that a system of this kind was not established 


| years and years ago. It would have saved usa 
| great many useless charts published at Ahe ex- 


pense of the Government. This is not a time to 
attach its application to Commander Ringgold, 
for there are at least two other items in this bill 
to which it has reference. It seems to me that it 
is time for Congress to adopt a provision of this 
kind, to apply to all pending cases, and to all 
future cases, in order to defend the Government 
against impositions of this sort. I believe that if 
this thing had been done years ago, thousands 
and thousands of dollars would have been saved 
to the Government in the publication of useless 
charts, and dangerous to the commerce of the 


| country. I trust that this amendment will be con- 
| curred in. It will be serviceable to the commerce 


of the country, and it will save the Committee on 
Naval Affairs from a great many applications of 
this kind. 

Mr. MORSE. One word in reply to my friend 
from ‘Tennessee, who appeals to me to know 
whether this.is not unjust to a gallant officer. I 
say, in reply to my friend, that I never thought of 
that officer. Ido not believe that those who got up 


| this amendment had that officer in view. There 
| are, in this appropriation bill, three or four ap- 
hope the Senate amendment will be adopted just || 


paresnee for the publication of charts. How 
1as this process been carried on heretofore? A 


| surveying expedition was sent out by the Gov- 


ernment. When it returned, its officers came to 
Congress, and asked an appropriation to publish 
the charts and results. We appropriate fifteen 
or twenty thousand dollars, without knowing 


rr 


/ anything about it. No one has recommended 
— who have been sentout on expeditions, | 
ommander Ringgoid alone is required to submit | 


it. We appropriate the money, and the officer 
goes on and publishes his charts. Now, sir, I 
have not that entire faith in any class of officers, 
such as would justify me in placing in them the 
entire control of what they should publish. 1 
prefer that there should be some check placed 
upon them. I want all the results of their sur- 


| veys to be laid before a proper board of officers; 


and on their examination, if they find sufficient 
data to authorize the publication of these charts, 
let them report to the Secretary of the Navy, and 
he will order the publication. Now, sir, | think 
that Commander Ringgold would not object to 
his work being subjected to that test. It is the 
gentlemen who have proposed these amendments 
who bring in Commander Ringgold in connection 
with this matter, and not the Committee on Naval 
Affairs. We admit that he is an officer of ver 


| great gallantry; we admit his seamanship; we ad- 
mit his gentlemanly bearing; we have no desire 


to strike at his reputation in any respect; but we 
desire that something shall be done. 

If gentlemen object to the amendment because 
it applies to works now in progress, when, I ask, 
will the gentlemen allow it to be made? When 


| are we to commence with this reform ? 


Mr. QUARLES. I will tell the gentleman 
when. He should have commenced at the last 
session of Congress. 

Mr. MORSE. It may be true that I failed 
to do my duty in the last session of Congress, 
but that should not be urged as an objection 
when [ attempt to do itnow. When these men 
come here time after time, and make application 
after application, over and over again, to have 
their charts published, it occurred to me that it 
was time that there should be some restriction, 
some check placed upon the publication of this 
description of matter. Gentlemen know what an 
outery has been made against the book-making 
in which this Government has been engaged; and 
I desire to ask them whether there may not, under 
this irresponsible system—if it is to be continued 
—be abuses in the matter of chart-making as well 
as of book-making? I say, therefore, that, in my 


judgment, itis necessary and proper, if we would 
| have safe and prudent legislation, that there should 
_ be some proper authority to determine whether the 
$20,008, and $25,000. He does not desire that | womieal 

is work should inure to the benefit of others, | 


the surveys made are such as to authorize 
the publication; whether they are of sufficient con- 
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sequence to this Government and the commercial 
world to authorize the expense necessary for the 
publication of these results in the shape of charts. 

Now, sir, | do hope that our friends who are 
opposing this amendment of the Senate will pot 
apply it especially to Commander Ringgold, | 
think, by that course, they are doing great injus- 
tice to that gallant officer; for they must sce that 
the necessary result of such a course on their part 
will be the inference of a want of confidence on 
the part of his friends in the merit of his work, 
They betray a fear, which | do not entertain, 
that his surveys may be rejected; because, if they 
have the merit which I have every confidence in 
believing they have, he would willingly come for- 
ward and submit to the board that may be ap- 
pointed the results of his surveys, fearlessly, 

But, Mr. Chairman, I say that it is time some 
general law should be passed, such as is now pro- 
posed. There will never any time come when 
the same objections will not be urged against its 
passage that are now urged, until we shall have no 
more charts to publish. When we shall have 
got through; when we shall have no Navy to 
supply; when we shall send out no more ships 
to survey, then, and not till then, can we appl 
this restriction without rendering ourselves liable 
to the same objection which is now urged against 
this amendment. 

Now, | do not care who the provision hits. It 
hits Commander Ringgold no more than it does 
Commodore Pagg no more than it does Captain 
Brooke, no more than it does Captain Rogers; 
for they all have appropriations in this bill for the 
publication of their charts. 

Mr. QUARLES. I ask the gentleman if he 
does not know that Captain Rogers has already 


, authority to publish his charts? 


Mr. MORSE. Why, sir, there is an appropri- 


ation in this bill for the publication of Captain 
| Rogers’s charts; and this prevision will apply 
| as well to him as to Commander Ringgold; and 


it applies to just as full an extent to Captain 
Brooke and Captain Page. I think the amend- 
ment of the Senate is right; and I hope the amend- 
ment will be voted down. 

Mr. HUGHES. I entirely approve of the 
amendment proposed by the gentleman from Ten- 
nessee, [Mr. Quarues;} and I hope the House 
will adopt it. I have not the slizhtest objection to 
the establishment of this board of cael officers, 
to which shall be referred the results of all the 
surveys that shall be made hereafter; but I think 
its application to those who have already finished 
their explorations, to those who have finished 
their work, and are ready for the results of these 
explorations to be published, is unjust. [ submit 
to the committee that, to require the charts pre- 
pared by these officers and now ready for publi- 
cation, to go to a board of their brother officers, 
would be doing great injustice to them. These 
officers, so far as I know and believe, have dis- 
charged their duty with ability and with fidelity; 
and there can be no possible necessity of requir- 
ing these charts to undergo the supervision of any 
board of officers. The chairman of the Commit- 
tee on Naval Affairs seems to suspec: that there 
is something wrong. He seems to suppose they 
have no merit. ie 

Mr. MORSE. Oh, no; I have not suspected 
them. I so stated. 

Mr. HUGHES. If there is no such suspicion, 
what objection is there to the adoption of the 
amendment of the gentleman from Tennessee ? 

Mr. MORSE. The opposition which gentle- 
men make to applying the provision to the pres- 
ent, seems to involve a want of confidence on their 

art, 

Mr. HUGHES. Well, sir, I think it would 
be much better toapply the provision to the future. 
I have no objection whatever to the establishment 
of this board for the supervision of the results of 
all future surveys. 

Now, sir, | have very little more to say. Since 
the name of Commander Ringgold has been men- 
tioned, I desire to say one word in reference to 
him. Sir, lam personally acquainted with many 
officers of the Navy, and especially with the sci- 
entific men of the Navy; and | would not be will- 
ing to submit his operations and results to any 
three men in the Navy who could be selected— 
not because I believe they are any of them supe- 
rior to him in judgment or ability—but I think it 
would be eminently unjust to him, when his work 
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al is now completed, to submit the result of his ex- | The eve: ei eh The yn is in || Mr. SH or I hope it will be read. — 
e plorations to any other authority whatever. || order, as an amendment of the Senate is consid- | Mr. HARRIS, of Maryland. The language is: 
8. Mr. SHERMAN. Unless debate is now ex- || ered as the original text, and ‘the gentleman’s Ind be it further enacted, That all appropriations now or : 
" hausted, I shall move that the committee rise, for || amendment is only an amendment to an amend- | hereafter made. 3 =e 
* the purpose of closing debate upon this amend- || ment. : . | Mr. SHERMAN. But, at the same time, it is 
I ment. | Mr. JOHN COCHRANE. I wish to present | not at all guarded as this amendment is. 
oe Mr. HARRIS, of Maryland. Ihavean amend- || afew considerations to the committee which have | Mr. HARRIS, of Maryland. It is more 
at ment to offer to the amendment, and just two \| not yet been presented on this question, and which || guarded. : 
re words to say upon it. || constitute the reason of the motion I have made. || Mr. SHERMAN. Why not take this amend- : 
- ‘ Mr. SHERMAN. Ifthe gentleman will con- || I think, in my honest judgment, that this motion || ment? Why get up an issue with the Senate i 
K. fine himself to two words, I will not object; but | ought to prevail. The reasons submitted by the || upon the naval appropriation bill? There will be “ 
Ny ; two words is a very short speech. || gentleman from Maryland are sufficient for the || no dispute between the two bodies, unless you , 
y Mr. Quvartes’ssamendment was not agreed to, 1 alteration which he proposes to the amendment | get up one upon these naval charts. The Senate ‘a 
in fl The question recurred on the amendment of the | of the Senate. I would direct the attention of the || have ingrafted a very good provision in this bill, oa 
r- i. Senate. || committee to the amendment which I propose, |! and 1 hope there will be no controversy about it. 
p- Mr. HARRIS, of Maryland. I move to amend | and which has already been discussed. | Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. t hoes the i 
p by striking out the whole of the Senate amend- i It seems, sir, by the statement of the gentle- || Senate amendment will first be read, and then the ‘4 
ae ment, and inserting the following: man from Maryland, that it would be judicious |; amendment of the gentleman from Maryland; 
- And be it further enacted, That all appropriations now || to Submit this data to a board of officers of a su- || and when the House has heard both, I hope they 
n Fj or hereafter made for the preparation or publication of || perior grade to those who create or furnish the |) will adopt the amendment of the gentleman from y 
(8 7 foreign hydrographic surveys, shall only be — © ‘| data. I would ask in response, what was the order |) Maryland, as an act of justice to the party in # 
10 F thoie objons In Oe atv Le Canes tan elles. en ot | respecting the data furnished by Commander || question. é 
ve 3 Soces saneubeaenias of preparing said foreign surveys, to | Ringgold and the others referred to and provided || Mr. SHERMAN. Unless this debate is ex- # 
Lo % carefully tabulate the original data and elements upon which |) for in this bill? “It has been this: various com- \| hausted, I shall move that the committee rise, for a 
18 by said surveys shall be oe et. ee rai] || Mittees of this House—lI speak certainly of one |! the purpose of closing debate. a 
y Fig en ae eras h ceunnanaaiel af pad elhana or be || committee, the Committee on Commerce—have || The question was taken upon the amendment a 
le ES selected by the Secretary of the Navy, who shall carefully | reviewed these data. Under the authority of the || offered by Mr. Jonw Cocurane to the amend- ' 
st on examine them, and report accordingly to him for his ap- \| Secretary of the Navy, and by his advice, we || ment; and it was not agreed to. ¥ 
: proval, before publication. || have reported on these several chartsconstructed || The amendment offered by Mr. Harris, of ‘ 
It a Mr. BARR. I hope the Chair will keep the || upon these data and elements referred to by gen- Maryland, was not agreed to. i” 
Ss Py gentleman from Maryland to his agreement, and | tlemen in the course of this discussion. The Sec- The amendment of the Senate was then con- 
in not allow him to say more than two words. || retary of the Navy, itis to be presumed, did not | curred in. t 
85 ce Mr. HARRIS, of Maryland. Mr. Chairman, |, give his judgment on these data and their results Seventeenth amendment: d 
1€ B I might literally comply with the request of the | without having received advice himself from gen- Sec. 8. And be it further enacted, That the pay of first : 
at chairman of the Committee of Waysand Means, || tlemen who are acknowledged to be cognizant of i a nent ote mmp-piins SaaS yo wae ‘ 
Re j j : i | > ms “g -ate - cj i se ‘ys |) rate of H1,2 er annum, exce i alite . : 
$B in ero onde, say what ianecetnrys than | the macs rete of and skied im thea cal |S acl eater prea stht | 
Ee POs SA, DUS CONS IOTENOS | + ang 0 ee re eee eke ?Y || iaws approved 22d of April, 1854, 4th of August, 1854, 3d i 
: eS been said, [ think, in justice to this subject, I || the gestleman from Maryland to be given to these |) of Maren, 1855, and 12th of June, 1858, increasing the pay : 
1- a should say two or three additiona! words. The |; examinations hereafter, is the very force which || of clerks and others twenty per cent. at the Washington 
m be difficulty gentlemen are laboring under is, that we || has heen applied already to the cases now con- || navy-yard, be, and the same are hereby, repealed. 4 
y a have had unnecessary matter published in the |) tained in the bill. Therefore it is in respect to the The Committee of Ways and Means recom- 
id aS way of booksand charts heretofore; and they de- |} cases in the bill that this law should not apply, || mended a concurrence. . 
in ES sire to concur in this amendment of the Senate, || while it should apply to cases hereafter to occur. The amendment was concurred in. 
- : ” order to cut off such publications in the future. | IT appeal to gentlemen upon these oe com- || Eighteenth amendment: 
a agree entirely in that view; and the amendment || mittees, inclusive of the Committec on /ommerce, Sec. 9. And be it further enacted, That the Secretary of - 
F I send up, by way of substitute for the section, || whether it be not the fact that they have examined |/ the Navy be, and he is hereby, authorized te cause to be 
e By provides, just as rigidly as gentlemen could desire, || all these charts and applications for their publica- || constructed for the United States Navy, at as early a day 
a- ES that the Secretary of the Navy shall have all these | tion, under the advice and information conveyed |} as practicable, having due regard to Sar econ- J 
proposed data, before they are published, sub- || to them by the Secretary of the Navy? | ‘Those || omyessrnsteanscrey aeons of war nitty secon cla 
B 4 mitted to a board of officers to be appointed by || cases fall immediately within the oe of the ar- || whose greatest draught of water shall not exceed fourteen 4 
Sy ee himself; and that that board shall examine and || gument of the gentleman from Maryland, which || feet, which stoops shall combine the heaviest armament “ 
le My report onthe subject. It provides that = their || I confess is cogent, and ought to be exempted in eee ee ‘ 
k report the publication of the charts shal depend, || that regard from the application of his amend- $1,200,000 be, and the onan is Sordi manenieinnen out of 
d Such a plan will guard us from any mistake here- || ment. I move, therefore, that the words ‘ now || any money-in the Treasury not otherwise appropriated, to ; 
d after in ordering unnecessary publications of this || or’’ be stricken out, so that his amendment will || be expended under the direction of the Secretary of the * 
e 4 sort. || only apply to cases hereafter to occur. | Navy. a 
it a It goes further. We are dealing with gentle- || Mr. SHERMAN. I must express my surprise | The Committee of Ways and Means recom- ‘i 
- 4 men of the naval service, who are sensitive, espe- || that the friends of any officer, naming him, should || mended a coneurrence. x 
- 3 cially sensitive, on what they consider profes- || oppose this amendment. I confess, if I had heard Mr. GARNETT obtained the fioor. 
’ ; sional pride and reputation and personal honor. || this debate, | would not have assented to the pub- Mr. BURNETT. [tis time to adjourn; and " 
e I think that it is odious to gentlemen of such sen- || lication of any of these charts. It seems to me || with the permission of the gentleman from Vir- : 
. Ni timents that they should be compelled, when they || that the amendment of the Senate is perfectly || ginia, I will move that the committee rise. 
3 wr return from an expedition upon which the Gov- || guarded. It requires the work of the officer to be || Mr. SHERMAN. I trust we will dispose of 
- Ee ernment, having confidence in their skill, their || submitted to a board of his fellow-officers, selected || this bill to-night. ‘ 
y r judgment, and their discrimination, hassentthem, || by the Secretary ofthe Navy. UnlessCommand- || Mr. BURNETT. You cannot do that, unless : 
- S to transmit their original notes, and such crude || er Ringgold’s charts can bear the inspection of a || gentlemen desire to sit here until a late hour. " 
e ¢ elements and unarranged data to the supervision | board of his fellow-officers, they ought not to be || Mr. SHERMAN. It is important that we 
; 3 of a board of fellow-officers whose judgment isto | published. I know that officer; and I did not || should pass it to-night, because | do not see an 
: be passed upon them. My substitute gives the || dream, when I voted for this proposition, that it || other time when we can take up this bill. I think 
l same protection against the publication of im- || was any reflection upon him. On the contrary, || we had better sit here late, if it is necessary. 4 
proper matter, by providing that the data shall 1 the Senate propose to appropriate money to print || Mr. BURNETT. 1 submit the motion that the " 
' first be submitted to a board to be appointed by || these charts, and they also propose this amend- || com-nittee rise. 
e the Secretary of the Navy; and secondly, in pro- || ment. I would not have voted for any of the || Mr. BRANCH. I hope the chairman of the 
viding that the publication shall depend upon the | amendments for the printing of charts, had it not || Committee of Ways and Means does not intend 
. report of that board. But it does the material || been for this amendment providing for this exam- || to force this bill to a vote to-night. He eannot 4 
- thing of allowing the parties who have gone on || ination by a board of officers. do it, if he remains here tillbedtime. Here isa . 
t these expeditions to draft a report, to tabulate and } The gentleman from New York refers to the || proposition for war steamers, notoriously put ; 
to arrange the data ujon which the report is to be i examination of the Committee on Commerce. I || upon this bill under circumstances in our public 
l made, and to present the data in a concise and || have great respect for the Committee on Com- || affairs which must give rise to a great deal of de- 
: perfect form to the action of the board. I say that | merce, and for the gentlemen who compose it; but || bate; and if the gentleman gets through with the 
t 18 just to these gentlemen; and I think that the || I do not think they are the gentlemen to whom || bill to-night, he will have to remain here until a ; 
f committee, in justice to them, ought to adopt it. || charts should be submitted, to decide whether they || very late hour. 
I hope my amendment will be adopted. || ought to be printed. I think that they ought not Mr. SHERMAN. The general political con- 
Mr. JOHN COCHRANE. I move to strike || to go to any committee; but that they ought to be |/ dition of the country is open to debate upon two 
, out the words ‘* now or.” || decided by a board of naval officers. or three other measures, and there is no necessity 
Mr. CURTIS. I oppose the amendment of my || Mr. HARRIS, of Maryland. Did my friend |} to enter into such debate upon this bill. If we 
: friend from Maryland. It seems to me that it | hear my amendment? do not dispdse of this bill to-night, Ido not know 
. will involve an officer in a long and expensive || Mr.SHERMAN. I did. The objection I have || when we can reach itagain. It is important that 
preparation of notes of his survey, and I am sur- | to it is this: It will not apply to past charts, if I || the disagreeing votes of the two Houses upon this 
prised, indeed, that he has submitted such an || understand it correctly, but only to charts in the || bill should go to a committee of conference at the 4 
amendment. || future. earliest possible moment. If the gentleman from 4 
‘_ Mr. JOHN COCHRANE. I want to saya|| Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. I understand |} Virginia [Mr. Gannett] desires to speak of these 
ax ta upon my amendment. I presume that that the amendment of the gentleman from Mary- || war supplies in connection with general poittical 
n order. 
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land applies to charts now and hereafter made. 














matters, he can do so upon half a dozen other 
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bills. We can havea vote in the House upon the 


adoption of this amendment, if gentlemen desire. 

Mr. BRANCH. But the gentleman from Ohio 
will understand that there will be a great deal of 
debate upon these propositions, confined strictly 
to the merits of the propositions themselves. The 
debate must be a long one, and I hope we shall 
not be detained here to-night. 

Mr, BURNETT. I insist upon my motion. 

The question was put; and there were, on a 
division—ayes 38, noes 81. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair votes in the 
negative, which makes a quorum. 

Mr. PHELPS. I call tor tellers. 

Mr. SHERMAN. Perhaps it will be more 
agreeable to gentlemen upon the other side of the 
House to take a recess now, and meet this even- 
ing for business. 

Mr. RUFFIN. 
taken to-night? 

Mr. SHERMAN, 


Is it proposed that a vote be 


I will state to the gentle- 


man from North Carolina that, if the bill can be || 


reported to the House to-night, I will not ask for 
a vote until to-morrow. 

Mr. GARNETT. Allow me to make a sug- 
gestion. 


So far as | am concerned, it is a matter | 


of indifference whether I speak to-night or atany | 


other ime; but I think the gentleman from Ohio | 


will see, if he reflects, that his suggestion that de- 
bate upon the political condition of the country 
should be had upon the other bills, does not meet 
the necessities of the case. In our view, here is 
a direct proposition to raise a naval force to carry 
on war upon one portion of the Union. [**Oh, 
no!” **Oh,no!”’] That is the view we take of 
it; and therefore, there can be no bill upon which 
it is so obligatory upon us, or so proper for us, to 
debate the question, as upon the proposition be- 
fore us. I propose to address the Some upon the 
subject, and several other gentlemen have the 
same intention; and I presume that the gentleman 


will find that he cannot get the bill through (o- || with a design to wage war. 


night 

Mr. SHERMAN. I will state to gentlemen 
that the idea that this is a coercion measure seems 
to me very far-fetched. These sloops cannot pos- 
sibly be built in eighteen months. The trees are 
now growing out of which they must be built, 
and our difficulties will all be settled before these 
ships can be built. 

Mr. FLORENCE. I do not believe there is 
material enough in all the navy-yards to build 
these ships. I shall vote for this amendment; and 
you know I would not vote for a war measure 
upon any consideration. I consider the amend- 
mentas absolutely necessary for the proper main- 
tenance of the Navy. I do not participate in the 
fears of gentlemen upon this side of the House. 

Mr.GARNETT. Thedebate upon thisamend- 
ment must be somewhat lengthy, and that debate 
must be had. We do not propose to delay this 
bill by any factions measures; we only desire rea- 
sonable opportunity to debate it. 

Mr. PHELPS. I call for tellers upon the 
motion that the committee rise. 

The CHAIRMAN. It is too late now to call 
tellers, as debate has been allowed since the vote 
was taken. 

Mr. MORRIS, of Pennsylvania. If the re- 
marks which have been made have any applica- 
tion whatsvever, the Federal Government ought 
not to have an Army, ought not to havea Navy, 


| 


iI 





ought to be stripped of all means of defending its | 
own existence, and surrender at will to all who |, mittee on Military Affairs said that the whole day 


attack it. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. 
question of order. The gentleman from Virginia 

ave Way to a motion that the committee rise. 

he Chair decided that the motion was not car- 
ried; when the gentleman from Missouri called 
for tellers. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair would state 
that after that, debate was allowed by unanimous 
sonsent, and the gentleman from Virginia is now 
entitled to the floor. 

.Mr. PHELPS. Then I ask the gentleman from 
Virginia to allow me to make the motion that the 
committee rise. 

Mr. GARNETT. 
out of my time. 

Mr. PHELPS. 
call for tellers. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I desire to 
my hands as soon as possible. 


I will, if it does not come 
I submit that motion; and now 


et this bill off 
will propose, 


| 





we coul 











ourselves out by contests. 

Mr. BOCOCK. I, too, want to regulate these 
matters by agreement, so far as we can; but I do 
not know how far we can do that. I think, if we 
agree now to enter upon the consideration of this 
bill to-morrow at three o’clock, we may thereb 
curtail the debate which we desire upon the bill 
introduced by the gentleman’s colleague. 

Mr. SHERMAN. That will then go over as 
unfinished business. 

Mr. BOCOCK. Let it be understood, then, 
that if we do not get through the debate upon the 
bill of the gentleman from Ohio, the colleague of 
the chairman of the Committee of Ways and 
Means, it shall go over. If this proposition car- 
ries with it the idea thata vote is to be taken upon 
that arene before three o’clock to-morrow, 

hardly be expected to consent to it. 

Mr. SHERMAN. If at three o’clock to-mor- 
row the military bill of my colleague is not fin- 
| ished, it will, as a matter of course, go over until 
the next day. 

Mr. CURTIS. I hope this bill will pass, and 
that very soon. I see very clearly that every 
measure, from this time forward, is to be opposed 
in this Hall as a force measure and a war meas- 
ure. Why, sir, we are trying to keep the peace; 
and for the purpose of keeping the peace, we want 
an Army and we wanta Navy. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. What is be- 
fore the committee ? 

Mr. HINDMAN. 
Illinois to order. 

Mr. CURTIS. It must not be inferred that 
| everything we do here increasing the Army and 
| Navy, just as we have done in past years, is done 
But there is no hon- 
orable man here who does not know that war is 
threatened; there is no man here who does not 
know that we are in danger of being assailed 
wherever our flag floats. 

a BINGHAM. I call the gentleman to 
order. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. 
this debate. 

Mr. WINSLOW. There is no objection on 
this side of the House. We are delighted to hear 
the gentleman from lowa. 

Mr. CRAIGE, of North Carolina. I hope the 
gentleman will be allowed to proceed with his 
war speech. ([Laughter.] 

Mr. CURTIS. I am not going to make a war 
speech. 1am making mpeeee speech. 

The CHAIRMAN. Debate is not in order. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. I think the 

»yroposition of the chairman of the Committee of 
oo and Means is a fair and just one, and 
| ought to be agreed to by all sides; and I hope it 

will be agreed to, 

Several Members. What is it? 

Mr. SHERMAN. I will state it again. I pro- 
| pose that the debate on the military bill, which is 
| in charge of my colleague, [Mr. Stanron,] and 
with which I have nothing to do, shall go on un- 
til three o’clock to-morrow; and that then we shall 
| go into the Committee of the Whole on the state 

of the Union and take up this bill. 

Mr. SICKLES. The chairman of the Com- 


I call the gentleman from 





I object to 


to-morrow should be given to the debate on his 


I rise to a | bill, and I hope it will not be interfered with. 


Mr. SHERMAN. My proposition is, that to- 
morrow, at three o’clock, we shall take up this 
| bill and dispose of it. If that is not agreed to, I 


see no other way but to go on with this bill to- 


night. 
es. BRANCH. I would say to the Chairman 
of the Committee of Ways and Means, that some 
gentlemen upon this side of the House oper to 
any agreement that the debate upon this bill shall 
be closed to-morrow. I think, however, thatif we 
commence the debate at three o’clock, the debate 
will be closed to-morrow. At any rate it will be 
at his own option, and I think he will have no dif- 
| ficulty in disposing of the bill hefore the close of 
to-morrow’s session. Butif he insists upon such 
an agreement, there are gentlemen here who will 
| object to it. If he will just give notice that he 
will meve te go into committee at three e’clock te- 
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ee 
| therefore, that at three o’clock to-morrow, by | morrow and take up this bill, in my Opinion, he 
| common consent, the House will take up and dis- || will get through with it. ’ 

{ pose of this matter, after the military bill has been || 
_ debated a reasonable time. I think it better to || half past four to-morrow, if I can get the floor, | 
| arrange these matters by some understanding than || ; 
to wear 


Mr. SHERMAN. I give notice, then, that at 


will move that the committee rise for the purpose 
of closing the debate,and a majority of the House 
can then dispose of the naval bill if they see gf, 

Mr. BURNETT. Now let us rise. ‘ 

Mr. HARRIS, of Maryland. Will the gentle- 
man from Ohio consent to let me have a vote jp 
the House on the substitute which I offered to one 
of the Senate amendments? 

Mr. SHERMAN. Oh, no; I cannot. 

Mr. PHELPS. I withdraw the call for tellers 
on the motion to rise. 

The motion was agreed to. 

So the committee rose; and the Speaker hay- 
ing resumed the Chair, Mr. Cotrax reported that 
the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union had, according to order, had under cop- 
sideration the amendments of the Senate to the 
naval appropriation bill, and had come to no 
resolution thereon. 

Mr. MAYNARD. 


I move that the House do 
now adjourn. 


RECESS. 
The SPEAKER. The Chair wishes to ask the 


House one question, so that we may understand 
one another. There is an order that the House 
take a recess from four till seven o’clock. The 
Chair wishes to understand distinctly whether, 
when we adjourn, we shall adjourn till seven 
o’clock this evening or until to-morrow morning? 

Mr. SHERMAN. The special order is now 

ending? 

The SPEAKER. It is pending. 

Mr.SICKLES. Then let there be a recess till 
this evening, with the understanding that no busi- 
ness shall be done. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair wishes the voice 
of the House as to when it will adjourn to. 

Mr. SHERMAN. Under the order of the 
House, the Speaker is bound, at four o’clock, to 
declare a recess till seven o’clock, the special 
order being pending. 

Mr. FLORENCE. Before we take a recess, 
I desire to offer a resolution merely for reference 
to the Committee on Printing. 

Mr. BURNETT. There is no quorum here; 
and we can do notffing but take a recess. 

The SPEAKER. The hour for the recess has 
arrived, and the Chair can take no notice of any- 
thing further. 

The House then (at four o’clock and thirty- 
five minutes, p. m.) took a recess until seven 
o’clock. 


EVENING SESSION. 


The House reassembled at seven o’clock, p. m., 
(Mr. Moorneap occupying the chair as Speaker 
protempore,) and resumed the consideration of the 
special order, being the reportof the special com- 
mittee of thirty-three upon the present condition 
of the country. 

Mr. PETTIT addressed the House for an hour. 
{His speech will be published in the Appendix.] 

Mr. PORTER. Mr. Speaker, the questions to 
be solved in the present exciting crisis are the most 
delicate which have ever been submitted to north- 
ern statesmen. They feel thattheir section has done 
nothing that ought to provoke the fears or resent- 
ment, or excite the apprehensions of the southern 
people. They abide by the Constitution; they men- 
ace no attack upon, or change of, its provisions; 
they meditate no interference with the domestic 
policy or institutions of the southern States; yet 
they are not blind to the fact that a total misap- 
prehension of their opinions and purposes exists 
amonga large part of the southern people, and that 
unscrupulous leaders have availed themselves of 
this misapprehension to excite rebellious and rev- 
olutionary opposition to the Government. Con- 
cessionsare asked for from two quarters for directly 
oppositepurposes. Treasonable leaders ask for 
concessions, which they think impossible to be 
granted, in order to strengthen rebellion and pre- 
vent the reaction of revolutionary ideas. Patriotic 
men ask for them in order to quietapprehensions 
which they admit to be ill-founded, and thus to 
enable them to make head against treason, and 
maintain and perpetuate the Union, Those from 
whom they are asked, while they feel that no 
moral demand ean be made for them, are called 
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